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Parkas are packed away and long johns 
are long gone: it's time for Vue's annual 
look at the hottest in spring fashions 
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“The greatest thrill in Projections is to see 
the vernacular of consciousness manipu- 
lated to serve as a shared art experience.” 
—Mary Christa O'Keefe, critic, on one of 
three new shows at the AGA. 


JOE STRUMMER; THE FUTURE IS UNWRITTEN / 54 


“Long after the first fires of punk burned 
out, after corporate co-opting and the 
transformation of punk rock into a 
marketing-friendly commodity, Strummer 
remained.” —Josef Braun, critic, on the 
legacy of the Clash frontman 
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“We met and we played around a camp 
fire and in the middle of that very firs 
song we were playing we knew this 1s 
exactly what was going to happen, thei 
we were going to team up and that was 
going to be the beginning of the entire 
story,” —Dave Quanbury, musician, on hi 
initial meeting with romantic and musical 
partner Brandy Zdan. 
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AKING IT HOME 
CONDOS AT A PRICE 
YOU CAN LIVE WITH 


PARK PLACE COMMUNITIES sets itself apart from the competition by meeting the demand for new homes 
in @ unique, responsible way; by creating attractive, well-built, affordable condo buildings in popular 
neighbourhoods throughout the city with a major focus on customer service. What's more, they're using 
customer feedback in order to offer the most sought-after upgrades... and to make sure that each 
_development is an improvement on the last. 


It's easy for a builder to forget that each customer needs individual care, Why special care? Because these 
people are about to make what could be the largest purchase of their lives. That's why, from the very 
beginning, Park Place was determined to have the friendliest, most well informed staff in the business. You 
sense the difference the moment you walk into one of the show suites or sales centres: "Hey, these people 
are sincerely excited about putting me into a home that's perfect for me". They greet you warmly, remember 
your name and, best of all, they listen carefully when you explain your requirements and your dreams. 


Anyone who's been through an unsatisfactory ‘first time buyer’ experience ... being pressured to sign 
contracts, fighting for repairs or changes, waiting for weeks to have phone calls returned... knows just 
how important pre and post purchase service can be. Word is getting around fast that not only is Park 
Place straightforward and supportive up front, they're just as helpful in every phase of the relationship. 
They realize that becoming a homeowner is a big step and they work hard to make sure it's a happy, 
positive one. Existing Park Place homeowners often pop in to see what's new with the current projects. 
Referrals are probably the company's biggest source of new buyers. 


A big part of the excitement for potential homeowners is keeping up-to-date with Park Piace developments 
in order to pick the location they want and reserve their first choice so that they don't miss out. Perhaps 
its no surprise that Park Place can't seem to build fast enough to accommodate all their requests. And 
i's quickly becoming clear why Park Place is among the top developers of new homes in Edmonton... 
and why they'll be around for a long, long time. 
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VUEPOINT 


P3 wasn’t such a hot idea 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vuweekly.com 


crap plans to build the long-awaited Southwest Community Recreation 
Centre (SWCRC) in Terwillegar by means of a public-private partnership (P3). 

City council voted 7-4 on Dec 18, 2007 to move ahead with plans to enter into 
an agreement with a private consortium to design, build, finance and operate the 
entire recreation facility and attached four-rink ice arena despite warnings from 
other municipalities, advocacy groups and unions about the track record of P3s, 
especially when it comes to building and operating recreational facilities. 

A report on P3s released by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities just prior 
to council’s decision concluded that there was no evidence to show that facilities 
built using the P3 model cost less or provide better services than facilities built 
using the traditional model and operated publicly, and also concluded that P3s 
“can reduce flexibility, transparency, and accountability for local governments.” 

In an interview with Vue prior to the decision, Jane Peatch, executive director 
of the Canadian Council for Public-Private Partnerships, admitted that estimates 
by proponents " ... start sometimes with an artificial number of what it’s actually 
going to cost to build it [and] ... tend to over-inflate the revenue streams.” 

Now, just four months later, all the warnings seem to have come to pass. A 
source involved in the negotiations told the Edmonton Journal that the first 
statement made by the consortium was that they had erred on their estimate, 
and that the $90-million facility could now cost up to $130 million. The consor- 
tium also reportedly wanted to build two ice sheets instead of four and one 
pool rather than two. Of course, as is standard with P3 deals, councillors—to 
say nothing of Edmonton taxpayers—aren't allowed to see the details of the 
deal because it contains proprietary information. 

Cost overruns, check. Inferior facilities, check. Secrecy and lack of 
accountability, check and check. 

Given the zeal with which all levels of government are promoting P3s as a 
magic bullet for everything from roads to schools to hospitals, the SWCRC 
should serve as yet another cautionary tale to throw on the ever-expanding 
pile of evidence that flies in the face of the “public bad, private good” mantra 
that has been pushed for decades. Hopefully council will make the wise deci- 
sion to build the facility publicly, and do it as soon as possible for the commu- 
nity which has been waiting for the facility for so long. w 


F= the better-late-than-never file comes the news that the city is set to. 
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WHOOAH! YOU'RE HALFWAY THERE ... 


First of all, | would like to congratulate 
Wwe on providing Edmonton readers with 
100 per cent independent articles with 
lots of variety and local content. That 
said, | have a little problem with the 
recent cover story by David Berry ("Five 
years of war in Iraq have hit home in 
Edmonton,” Mar 20 - Mar 26, 2008). 
While | see no problems with the first 
half of the article—heck, I've been say- 
ing a lot of the same for years!—it's the 
second half that bugs me. 

The first sentence reads, “It is one of 
the more unfortunate ironies of the Iraq 
War that, evan though Canada isn’t 
involved, our soldiers have still been 
touched by it,” but at no point is the 
direct connection between Iraq and 
Afghanistan explained. 

Perhaps David Berry intended to mention 
that they're part of the “War of Terror” and 
therefore a part of the same conflict, or that 
the presence of US troops in Iraq leaves 
Canadians shouldering more of a burden in 
Afghanistan, but the lines between the two 
instead seem too blurred. | know this 
sounds like nit-picking, but making connec- 
tions that aren't explained or lumping Iraq 
and Afghanistan together just seems a bit, 


well, sloppy. Aside from that, keep up the 
good work and | will continue to read! 
CAITLIN FORTIER 


WATER CRISIS LIMITS DEVELOPMENT 


| hate to take issue with Ricardo Acufia, 
with whom | agree on so many things, but 
his recommendation that the province 
make sure that bitumen upgrading takes 
place here in Alberta (“There's a bust 
coming to Alberta, but are we ready for 
it?” Mar 27 - Apr 2, 2008) flies in the face 
of what we know about the environmen- 
tal impact of that industry. 

Besides being very polluting in the 
good old sense of pouring toxic sub- 
stances into the air, the industry is big 
on water use and on energy use, as well 
as being a major source of greenhouse 
gases. There is a lot of talk of placing 
these monsters northeast of Edmonton 
on the North Saskatchewan river, from 
which most of the enormous quantities 
of water required would be taken. It is 
clear that Alberta is heading toward a 
major water crisis in the coming 
decades, and we had better drop right 
away any plans for further industries 
that require lots of water. 

\'m afraid Ricardo’s piece reveals the 
inner contradiction now facing left pro- 
gressive movements in this province and 
to a large extent around the world. 
Attempts to reduce the most environ- 
mentally destructive industries back to 
something the environment can sustain 


will inevitably also reduce some of th 

most lucrative jobs open to ordinary 
working people, the very people froy 

whom the left hopes for some suppor 

Ricardo thinks the province could mak: 
up for reductions in jobs associated with 
bitumen extraction by opening up anoth 
er environmental monster, this time in 
Edmonton's own backyard. 

Let's get honest with working people: \! 
they're working in the tar sands busines 
in Alberta they are riding a huge!\ 
destructive bubble that may make then 
tich for a few years, but it's going to burs\ 
and frankly the sooner it bursts the better 
MARTIN M TWEEDALE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader respons: 
whether critical or complimentary. Sen 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 1030 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), b) 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (!e 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference 's 
given to feedback about articles in Vu 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit fo 
length and clarity. 


Due to a transcription error, last week 
cover story (“The difference between < 
case of beer and child care,” Apr 3 - Ao’ 
9, 2008) stated that Blackwater provides 
contracted US border guard services 
While other elements of border secu'''y 
have been privatized, border guar¢ 
have not. We aplogize for the error. 


4 wOSwvEeKiy “APR 1N- APR 16, 2008 


VUEPOINT 


Councillor opposed, area businesses 
stoic at potential new downtown arena 


GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweekly.com 
Ithough dwarfed by its mas- 
sive neighbour, the Coliseum 

! stands solidly across the 
street from Rexall Place. 

There’s a somewhat somber 
mood in the hotel, but it’s not the 
result of the recent report recom- 
mending a new downtown arena for 
the Oilers, but because the team’s 
playoff hopes were put out the night 
before by our Calgary rivals. 

“It was painful,” says Salima 
Mawani, general manager of the 
Coliseum Inn. “It was definitely 

She straightens her Oilers sweat- 
shirt as she sits down and shrugs. 
“But there's always next year right?” 

In an area that seems to revolve 
around the 16 839-capacity venue 
that is home not only to the city’s 
beloved hockey club but also hosts 
concerts and other major events, the 
reaction to the potential of a new 
arena is surprisingly relaxed. 

Despite Rexall Place being a 
major source of business for the 
hotel, Mawani says she doesn’t see 
recent developments as something 
that will shut her hotel’s doors for 
good. 

“We can't be solely dependent on 
the Oilers and events,” says Mawani, 
who is part of an ownership group 
that bought the Coliseum Inn two- 
and-a-half years ago. “We're trying 
to expand our revenue base because 
we need to have the ability to bring 
people to our business without a 
hockey game across the street. It just 
makes business sense not to have 
all your eggs in one basket.” 

Last November the hotel renovat- 
ed and renamed its restaurant the 
Safari Bar and Grill, and Mawani 
says they are trying to attract more 
corporate clients to the hotel. 

Down the street at the Fireside 
Restaurant, owner Con Stavropoulos 
feels that while there will be some 
definite economic repercussions to 
the area, businesses will adapt and 
get through it. 

“In 35 years, I've seen so many 
things change and sometimes 
change is a good thing,” says 
Stavropoulos, who built his restau- 
rant about eight months before the 
arena was constructed. 

“Forty-two days of the year 
business is good. But that’s only 
42 good days. What about the rest 

of the time?” he asks, shrugging 
his shoulders. “No business can 
Survive on just that.” 
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Sitting in his Oiler-adorned 
restaurant, Stavropoulos says he 
thinks the future facility will face 
some serious difficulties because a 
downtown location won't be as 
accessible as the current one. 


AND THAT'S JUST how Tony Cateri- 


na, councillor for Ward 3, which 
includes the current Rexall site, feels 
as well. 

“The facility is in the location that 
it should be in because all the infra- 
structure has been built around it,” 
says Caterina, who thinks the arena 
should stay in its current location, 
either rebuilt or refurbished. “To 
start all over again and to rebuild all 
that infrastructure, it doesn’t make 
any sense to me.” 

In addition to the road systems, 
LRT and parking already established, 
the councillor thinks the $150 mil- 
lion Northlands expansion nearby 
makes it more logical to keep the 


arena where it is. 

Chairman of the Downtown Busi- 
ness Association (DBA) John Freder- 
ickson says that if it does come 
downtown, it's important that the 
facility is located in an area where it 
can benefit multiple businesses. 

“It needs to go in an area or dis- 
trict of downtown that is multi-pur- 
pose,” he says. “This complex can be 
the catalyst for further re-develop- 
ment. I think that’s really key.” 

While no specific location has 
been proposed, Frederickson says 
three locations that are being 
looked at—land near the post office 
that is adjacent to Station Lands, 
land near the Baccarat Casino and 
land located near the Boston Pizza 
on 106 Street. All would be suitable 
spots because they are locations 
that could help the area. 

But Caterina feels that if revital- 
ization is the issue, areas other than 
just the downtown core must be 
considered. 

"This came at a time when we're 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


City cyclists will soon 
rack ‘em once again 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

dmonton cyclists looking for a 
| as to lock up their bikes will 

no longer need to search out 
parking meters, trees and fences, as 
the city begins to install new bike 
racks in the coming weeks to replace 
those removed from city streets 
almost 10 months ago 

"We have a big pile of new bike 
racks, which I'm pretty excited 
about,” enthuses Claire Ellick, a 
transportation engineer with the City 
of Edmonton’s sustainable trans- 
portation group. “Right now they're 
in one of our yards and maintenance 
is going to start installing them. It 
should be anytime now—within the 
next couple of weeks—that they'll 
start being installed.” 

Most of the bike racks in Edmon- 
ton disappeared in late June of 2007 
after a decade-old contract between 
the city and a private company called 
Street Talk Inc, which provided racks 
in exchange for the right to advertise 
on them, expired and the company 
removed most of its 300 racks 

Ellick says that 150 of the new 
post-and-ring style racks will be 
installed first in priority areas, 
including Whyte Ave, Jasper Ave and 


124 St. The city also purchased 65 of 


the old racks from Street Talk last 
summer, and those remain spread 
throughout the city. A second batch 
of racks, arriving in May, will be 
installed based on where the city 
receives requests for them 


SCOTT MCANSH, the vice-president of 
the Edmonton Bicycle Commuters, 
says he'll be relieved to finally see 
secure bicycle parking return to the 
city. 

“It's great that we're finally getting 
bike racks again,” he says, but adds 
that he's frustrated that it’s taken so 
long to replace such important 


sponsors of 
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cycling infrastructure. “It clearly 
shows that bikes are a pretty low pri- 
onity. The expenditure is negligible in 
the scale of the city’s billion-dollar 
budget, so it seems incredible that it 
took that long to get the funding 
approved, to get them purchased and 
to get them in. I understand part of 
that was picking the right rack, but it 
obviously wasn’t a high enough pri- 
ority on the city’s radar.” 

Ellick explains that the racks were 
initially slated to arrive in November 
but there were delays in materials 
purchasing. The total cost for the 
new racks is just over $100 000. 

She says that the new racks, 
which will accommodate one or two 
bikes each, were chosen in part 
because they take up less space on 
the sidewalk and in part because 
they will allow for a more even dis- 
tribution 

“We looked at a couple of different 
styles and we went with a smaller 
footprint rather than a bulk rack that 
is going to be down the block or 
around the corner from where you're 
going and quite a distance away,” she 
explains. “They'll be placed more des- 
tination-oriented, so a couple scat- 
tered down the block closer to where 
you might be going with good natural 
surveillance so you don't have to be 
too far away from your bike. It’s a 
convenience we provide to motorists, 
so its the same idea for cyclists.” 

It's a change that McAnsh 
applauds. “One thing that is nice 
about getting the new racks is that the 
old racks were kind of crappy in that it 
was thought that they could carry a lot 
of bikes so they were put pretty far 
apart. And they were awkward to lock 
your bike up to and unsightly.” w 
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REAR VUE MIRROR / SUN, APR 6 / CITY HALL History is never the result of one moment or one person, It is a collection of choic- 
es made by people doing what they think is right which results in something beyond them and bigger than they imagined. This 


was illustrated by the panelists of the Vriend v Alberta: Dialogues with Delwin event. 


The event, co-sponsored by the U of As Institute for Sexual Minority Studies and Services and Exposure: Edmonton's Queer 
Arts and Culture Festival, was an opportunity for people to hear the subtleties and human cost from those involved in the Supreme 
Court decision that ruled, 10 years ago last week, that sexual orientation should be protected in human rights legislation across 


Canada. 


At the centre of the case was Alberta's accidental human rights hero Delwin Vriend, who in a spring-splendid fitted green dress 
shirt appeared vibrant and attractively introspective. For many of the more than 200 people in the audience, it was a moment at 
which Vriend the symbol becarne Delwin the person. 

Eased into conversation by the intuitive skills of Paula Simons, columnist from the Edmonton Journal, Vriend discussed the 
experience of being, as Simons put it, “the most out man in Alberta,” surrounded by the world of politics and the unrelenting eye 
of the media. Throughout the afternoon Vriend made it clear that at no time was the case—and all that surrounded it—ever a 


result of just his efforts. 


Joining Vriend on stage was Lyle Kanee, lawyer at the time for the Canadian Jewish Congress, who supported the Vriend side 
of the case and out and proud Edmonton Police Commissioner Murray Billet, both of whom animated the era of the case and what 
has happened since through different perspectives. 

Never tuming into what could have been a back slapping anniversary party, the event was reminder of what can be done when peo- 
ple work together and how much work still needs to be done for human rights in Alberta. —TED KERR / ta¢@vuewedkly.com 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


putting in millions for the revitaliza 
tion of 118 Avenue, and Rexall is an 
anchor for the east,” he argues. 
Caterina says he was disappointed 
by the 38-page report because it final- 
ized downtown as the arena location. 
“My understanding was that the 
instructions were to come back and to 
look at three, four, five different sites 
including the existing location,” says 
the councillor, sounding somewhat 
frustrated. “But that wasn’t the case 
They came back determined that 
downtown was the only viable site." 
Jon Sand, general manager of 
downtown pub the Sherlock Holmes, 
says an increase in taxes would be 


11834 Kingsway Avenue 780.453.7320 
www.ezziesnighiclub.com 


worth the increased business and rev- 
enue from an arena nearby. 

“| can’t speak for all this businesses 
down here but | personally wouldn't 
have a problem with it,” Sand says 
“Downtown is just now starting to 
become a destination again [and] the 
new arena would be the cherry on top 
of the sundae.” 

Regardless of the obvious benefits 
a new arena would bring to the area, 
Caterina says he needs to see some 
solid reasons to justify such a move 

“Until somebody can prove to me 
with facts and figures that it's a 
cheaper and better way to do it, I’m 
not going to change my mind,” he 
says with certainty. “It’s got to stay 
in the location it's in, and that’s in 
Ward 3.” 

Even though they are sure to take 


an economic hit when the hockey 
fans and concert-goers stop coming, 
Malawi and Stavropoulos are going to 
miss more than the consistent source 
of business 

“I'm an Oilers fan and it’s awesome 
to walk across the street and go see a 
game,” says Malawi, who has an 
autographed photo of Ales Hemksy on 
her desk. “I'm going to miss them per- 
sonally.” 

Stavropoulos, who is close to his 
40-year anniversary at that location 
says he doesn’t know if he'll even be 
there by the time a new arena is built 

‘I've had season tickets every 
year but lately, I haven't been going 
because it’s too much noise," he 
says with a smirk on his face, ges 
turing to his ears. “I'm telling you 
I'm getting old.” w 


The Olympic torch fiasco 


DYER STRAIGHT 


GWYNNE DYER 
gwynne@yueweekly.com 


If | were the Chinese bureaucrat responsi- 
ble for guarding the sacred Olympic Flame, 
the place I'd worry about most is Australia. 
It was there, just before the Melbourne 
Olympics in 1956, that a student pretend- 
ing to be an Olympic athlete ran up to the 
mayor of Sydney and presented him with 
an “Olympic torch” consisting of burning 
underpants in a can nailed on top of a 
chair leg. He was gone before they real- 
ized it was not the real thing. 

His intention was to mock this pathetic 
neo-pagan ceremony that was originally 
invented by the Nazis to spice up the 1936 
Olympics in Berlin. The 1936 Olympics was 
Nazi Germany's coming-out party, so 
Hitler's people arranged for 3442 racially 
pure Aryan runners to do a relay race with 
an “Olympic torch” along the 3442-kilome- 
tre route from the Temple of Hera on 
Mount Olympus to the stadium in Berlin. 

There had never been a torch connect- 
ed with the original Olympic games in 
ancient Greece, and the revived Games 
got along without an international relay 
race just fine for 40 years before the 
Berlin Olympics of 1936—but if there 
was one thing the Nazis did well, it was 
propaganda. Leni Reifenstah! even made 
a documentary film about how the torch 
came from Athens to Berlin (and within 
five years Hitler's armies had occupied all 
the countries along the route). 

This year's Olympic Games were sup- 
posed to be Communist China's coming- 
out-party, and the route is even more 
ambitious: twenty-one countries on all six 
inhabited continents. But that includes 
Australia, and | really wouldn't send the 
torch there if | wanted to preserve China's 
dignity. As England is the spiritual home- 
land of irony, so is Australia the world 
capital of mockery, and by the time the 
torch gets there (if it ever does) the Aus- 
tralians are going to feel challenged. It 
was burning underpants in 1956; what 
might it be in 2008? 

The bar will have been set quite high 
by the time the torch reaches Canberra. 
After the propaganda triumphs for the 
“Free Tibet” movement in London, Paris 
and San Francisco, the rain of humilia- 
tions for the Chinese regime may ease off 
for a while (although | wouldn't guarantee 
the torch an easy ride in Buenos Aires, 
either). But after Dar es Salaam, Muscat 
and Islamabad, where they don't care 
much about Tibet, comes New Delhi, 
where some people care a great deal. 

There will be a lot of Tibetans in New 
Delhi, so the run there, if it happens, may 
resemble a low-intensity war. Bangkok, 
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Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta may be quiet 
but then comes Canberra, where Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd has already said tha 
the blue-track-suited Chinese thugs who 
have jogged alongside the torch-bearers 
in other countries to fend off protesters 
will not be allowed to operate. 


IT HAS BECOME a nightmare for the poor 
doomed Chinese bureaucrats who set this 
thing up: constant humiliations if they 
carry on with the planned route (whic! 
also goes through Tibet itself!) and utter 
humiliation if they cancel it. 

For the moment, they are brazening i 
out. “The Olympic flame belongs to the 
people around the world,” said Wang Hui 
a spokesman for the Beijing Olympic 
organizing committee, “so the behaviour of 
a few separatists would not gain sympath 
from people and will cause strong criticism 
and is doomed to fail.” So far, though, 
haven't been hearing much criticism 

Never mind the silly torch, and the 
equally bizarre three-layer cake that is 
the actual Olympics Games of today. (An 
international athletics competition on the 
bottom, an orgy of nationalist self-con 
gratulation in the middle and a sickly- 
sweet pantomime of international love 
and brotherhood on the top.) What's actu- 
ally colliding here are two irreconcilable 
views of the world. 

For almost all Chinese, the turmoil in 
Tibet is a threat to national unity. Oniy 
in the past century have Tibet and the 
Turkish-speaking, Muslim province ot 
Sinkiang come to be seen as a neces- 
sary part of that national unity, but they 
are now. Chinese propaganda insists 
that the local people support that con 
sensus, but it makes no difference 
they don't. They have to stay, because 
national unity is at stake. 

For almost everybody else, China an 
Tibet is obviously a colonial relationship 
and it’s perfectly natural for the Tibetan 
to seek independence. They won't get | 
this time round, and they may never get 
it, but why would you be surprised that 
they try? Indeed, why wouldn't you sup 
port them? 

Foreign governments will never su; 
port Tibet's independence, because they 
depend on China’s trade and they value 
“stability” in China above all else. Foreig 
individuals are under no such constraint 
and the interminable, multi-national Tou 
of the Torch is giving them a lot of oppor 
tunities to show their feelings. It isn | 
“anti-Chinese,” just pro-Tibetan, but ther< 
will be much anger and many hurt fee! 
ings by the time this is done. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles av 
published in 45 countries. His colum: 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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To most, a diagnosis of adrenal exhaustion 
in a friend means little, or conjures up 
thoughts of psychosomatic tendencies, 
something a little flakey. But to thase on 
the experiential end of the words, adrenal 
exhaustion is as real as an Edmonton win- 
ter. Manifesting as everything from pro- 
found fatigue {and sometimes contradicting 
insomnia), runaway allergies, recurring 
infections, anxiety, depression and dizzi- 
ness an standing up, it can be not only as 
real as Edmonton winter, but as persistent. 

Doctors who do recognize the problem 
as valid sometimes call it non-Addison‘s 
or S#b-clinical adrenal insufficiency, cap- 
turing the essence of adrenal dysfunction 
that doesn't involve genetically or autoim- 
mune-driven destruction of the adrenal 
cortex. And while Addison's disease 
affects about one in 100 000, adrenal 
fatigue affects many, many more of us. 

Because there is no good medically rec- 
ognized treatment for sub-clinically sputter- 
ing adrenals (pharmaceuticals such as 
cortisone meds come with the risk of fur- 
ther suppressing adrenal function and 
some pretty serious side effects), the con- 
dition affects sufferers in ways that go way 
beyond the symptoms slowing them down. 
For one, its not-well-known status makes it 
a little difficult to explain to employers and 
friends, and for many, any condition treat- 
able with natural adrenal hormones, rest, 
nutrition, herbs, acupuncture, regular meals 
and joy (yes, enjoyment-raised endorphins 
can dramatically improve adrenal function) 
can't be all that serious. 

But it is a serious condition, and has 
the potential to become completely debil- 
itating. Normal levels of adrenal hor- 
mones are essential for keeping allergies 
and inflammation in check, immune func- 
tion high and energy levels, blood sugars, 
sex hormones and mood normal—a pret- 
ty long list of high-level jobs, I'd say. 


WHAT RUNS our batteries down more than 


Since October 29, our customers have 
received over $100,000 in extra savings. 
With the strength of our Canadian 
dollar, we feel Canadian consumers 
should be paying the same price as our 
American neighbours for dual-priced 


books printed in the USA. 
AMERICAN BOOKS AT 
AMERICAN PRICES! 


an overnight recharging will take care of, 
enough to make a normal workload (whatey- 
er normal is) very difficult or even impossible, 
IS Most often nothing more than modem life. 
While major physical or emotional trauma 
and abrupt discontinuation of cortisone med- 
ications are well-known triggers, accumula- 
tions of the ubiquitous lower-level chronic 
Stresses such as chronic pain, overwork, 
sleep deprivation or relational misery play at 
least as big a role, and may best explain 
adrenal fatigue being possibly the most 
under-diagnosed health condition keeping us 
from functioning at full capacity. For women 
it is often in the years leading up to 
Menopause, when the beginnings of adrenal 
fatique are compounded by increased pro- 
duction demand as other sources of hor- 
mones begin to retire, that the condition 
makes an appearance too large to ignore. 
The good news is that adrenal restora- 
tion programs sound very inviting to me 
They include things like getting enough 
sleep and avoiding rigorous exercise, 
choosing calming ones such as yoga or tai 
chi or walking or swimming instead. Things 
like taking care of ourselves, limiting those 
things that deplete rather than energize. 
Things like surrounding ourselves with peo- 
ple that nurture us and make us laugh. 
Which is why | finally went on a vacation. 
Healing also involves avoiding strict diet 
regimes (yay!) and eating well—eating 
low-glycemic, fatty-acid and protein-rich 
meals. Restorative herbs such as ginseng, 
licorice root, astragalus and schizandra can 
help immensely, and the no-nos, things like 
minimizing sweets, alcohol and strong 
stimulants, are really quite minor and in the 
long run very much worth the sacrifice 
Limiting things that deplete also 
involves limiting negative emotional influ- 
ences. According to Christiane Northrup, 
labelling a negative emotion on recogni- 
tion, and then consciously replacing it with 
positive nurturing memory or thought or 
activity has, when practiced faithfully, the 
power to increase blood levels of DHEA by 
100 per cent within a month 
Did | already say that | totally under- 
Stand why a non-sufferer might be suspi- 
cious of someone insisting on staying the 
course of their healing path? w 


Stay for a staged reading of 
his new play. Call the Citadel 
for free tickets. 


* YOGA STUDIOS, PRoPs & TRAINING © FITNESS CENTERS 


RNATIVE THERAPIES! 


Ss 


Pi 


Canada’s Holistic Wellness & Spiritual Lifestyle Event. 
plore experience enlighten 


EDMONTON 
APRIL 11-13, 2008 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
FRIDAY 3-10 SAT. 10-9 SUM. 11-6 
9797 JASPIR ave. 


CHING 


es EACOA 


EXHIBITOR 
OPPORTUNITY 


Getjreadysforjour, m ostid ynamic 
1-877-560-6830 


&iexcitingiev tspyet}} 

3G Cit gjeven S yet 
Imagine sewing tome of the wevich mod inpinteres Ble changing packers, ouhons & teachers 
Set A © enper our eth wee cro contre by | ineig you mere, Feckre hop, cred 


Hye om seeking © teprew your Be, physic, ecredonclly, cond spt taf nd your 
Pov bec ve cra for of cheat to toridée: Work it be gruct f yox eat go In oom rs 


Towa? Well, trols reeset oe tho Body Soul & Spirit Eas is fl ob 
Conte Biercplore mony itigning aibitin, ond ottetd free ledires offered 


Eetidind ancien 
D PRESENTERS 


* PERSONAILTOE 


ace 


MICHAEL | 
LEDWITH 


CHINESESMEDICINE 


* FENG ISHUIEs 


Ghemartan Sumdeny Rpet 13, 2008 2:30 FAA ~ BOD Pat 
Colpary Sewdey Aged 19 2008 70 PM. G00 8M 


Fronend Workshops Cont bi 60 each 
Dees Ahh | aren SHR. A a Or 
wom Hants rete 52 por Cn 


www.BodySoulSpiritExpo.com 


° CROMER 6 GOIRITMAN GRaTiD o OSHEmES @ AsNAcREEERS o 


At tHE CitapeL THEATRE 


Marty Chan 
launches his newest book, 
The Mystery of the Mad 
Science Teacher on 
Saturday, April 12 

at 12:30 pm. 


yatulationgs! 
apenas 
a A Ghost ta” 
Bert Almon 
author of A Ghost in 
Waterloo Station: iS 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 


Waterive Stations 


FRONT 


APA-10 - APR 16, 2008 


WUEWEEKLY 


* HEALTHY FOOD & BEVERAGE CHOICES + 


SINTIAM 


naowd 


from Brindle & Glass 


Winner of the 2008 City of 
Edmonton Book Prize 


7 


GO TO VUEWEERLY.COM 
AND CLICK THE LINK 


PLUS IF YOU ARE A NEW FIRST READ 
MEMBER WE'LL THROW IN DINNER OUT AS WELL! 


ELEVATE YOUR 
EDUCATION. 


START THIS MAY WITH ACADEMIC 
UPGRADING OPTIONS AT NAIT. 


Get ahead with NAIT’s full-time and part-time upgrading 
options. Designed for adults of all ages and academic 
backgrounds, this practical hands-on approach to 
education will help you earn entrance requirements for 
most post-secondary programs. 


* College Preparation (starts May and August) 
= Pre-Technology (starts August) 

* Accelerated Pre-Technology (starts January) 
* Aboriginal Pre-Technology (starts July) 

* Apprenticeship Readiness (starts May) 


NAIT 


WS 


For more information 
T: (780) 471-8534 
E; upgrading@nait.ca 


AN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 


COMMITTED TO STUDENT SUCCESS 
www.nait.ca 


ISSUES 


Issues is 3 forum tor individuals and organczaticr 
to comment on current events and broader ise; 
the 


Mandate letters are lame, but Renner’s 
reveals Stelmach’s view of environment 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

At the end of March, Premier Stelmach pre- 
sented his new cabinet with their mandate 
letters. These are the letters, introduced by 
the Premier last year, which are meant to 
guide the work and priorities of the cabinet 
ministers for the next 12 months. 

These mandate letters are also intend- 
ed to provide Albertans with a way of 
measuring the government's performance 
at the end of the year by comparing what 
they said they would do with that they 
actually did. 

This year's crop of letters contains few 
surprises. For the most part, they consist 
of either vague sentiments with no spe- 
cific direction or of very specific short- 
term targets of little consequence. 

Given the nature of these letters, it will 
be very easy for the premier to run down 
the list at the end of the year and give all 
his ministers check marks for having 
accomplished everything they were sup- 
posed to, regardless of whether they have 
done anything of consequence or not. 

For example, Sustainable Resource 
Development Minister Ted Morton's man- 
date letter directs him to “Strengthen the 
competitiveness of the forestry sector by 
working with industry to identify options to 
improve the long-term viability of the sec- 
tor.” Although at first glance it looks like his 
mandate is to fix the forestry sector by the 
end of the year, a closer look at the man- 
date shows that all he really needs to do is 
ask industry to write up some options—he 
doesn't even have to act on them. He just 
has to identify them as options. 

Likewise, Health Minister Ron Liepert is 
supposed to “increase the number of treat- 
ment beds for drug addictions and mental 
health services.” Although this sounds like 
a great idea and a concrete goal, there is 


no indication of how many more beds 
should be created, there is no requirement 
to ensure that beds meet demand or even a 
set percentage of demand, and there is no 
instruction as to where those beds will be, 
how they will be paid for and how they will 
be staffed. In other words, if a non-profit 
facility garners enough donations to open 
just one more treatment bed over the 
course of the next year, then the Health 
Minister will have met his mandate with- 
out having done anything at all. 


PERHAPS the most interesting piece of all 
the mandate letters, however, is one which 
can be found in the letter to Environment 
Minister Rob Renner. Mr Renner has been 
mandated, among other things, to “[ijnform 
Albertans on our environmental steward- 
ship to ensure a clear provincial, national 
and international understanding of Alber- 
ta’s leadership, commitment and action on 
the environment.” 

This statement says more about the 
government's level of commitment to the 
environment than almost anything they 
have actually done in the last year. Mr 
Renner's mandate is not to ensure that 
Alberta become a world leader in envi- 
ronmental policy, nor is it ensure that the 
government demonstrate commitment 
and action on the environment. Instead, 
the environment minister is expected to 
lead a public relations campaign. 

The clear message here is that Premier 
Stelmach has no interest in the environ- 
ment whatsoever. If he did, he would be 
mandating his environment minister to 
improve the government's environmental 
policy and bring it into line with some of 
the best-in-class policies around the 
world. There is no shortage of areas for 
improvement that the minister could 


focus on, including a plan which would 
actually reduce emissions and a cumula 
tive effects assessment process which 
would at least meet its own guidelines 

This is generally referred to as green- 
washing—investing money to convince 
people that you are green instead of actual- 
ly investing money in being green. It's com- 
monplace in the corporate sector, and 
particularly with energy companies trying to 
protect themselves from a public backlash 
against polluters, but it's quite disturbing to 
see a government doing it this openly. 

Implicit in this mandate point is an 
acknowledgement by the government 
that a vast majority of Albertans want the 
government to take action on the environ- 
ment and a recognition that Albertans are 
aware of the government's utter failure to 
do so. It is disturbing because it demon 
strates the government's disregard for the 
public, and because it suggests that 
Albertans are naive enough to fall for a 
slick media and public relations campaigy 
in lieu of real action. 

For the most part, when the Premier 
gives his ministers top marks next spring 
for having accomplished everything | 
their mandate letters, it will be meaning- 
less, empty and a charade of accountabil- 
ity. If Minister Renner gets full marks 
however, it will be a sad day. !t will mean 
that the premier was right in his assump 
tion that Albertans could be fooled b 
slick advertising over substance, and it 
will seriously hamper the possibility oi 
genuine environmental progress in this 
province for a long time to come. w 


Ricardo Acuna is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan publi 
policy research institute housed at thi 
University of Alberta. 
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TB and Dave's predictions 


IN THE BOX 


DAVE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
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== | inthebox@vueweekly.com 


Playoffs have started and, yes indeed, 
the show will start without the Oilers 
attempting another miracle run. Some 
petty solace can be taken in the fact 
that the Maple Leafs and Canucks are 
also missing in action. “Canada’s Team 
(2008 Edmonton Edition)” will probably 
have to be Montréal this playoff run. It 
can't possibly be Calgary and the Sena- 
tors aren't really impressing right now. 
Go Habs? Mais Oui! TB and Dave split 
the league up and make some bold pre- 
dictions. 


TB VS THE EAST 

Montreal (1) vs Boston (8) Montréal’s 
been shooting the lights out. Boston's lucky 
to even be here. The Habs have won all 
eight matchups this season. Nothing's going 
to change; the Habs are going to spank the 
B's like a redheaded stepchild. Sweep! 

TB’s call is Habs in 4 / Dave says Habs in 5 
Pittsburgh (2) vs Ottawa (7) The 
Pens: hot. The Sens: cold. Both teams 
boast loads of young talent, but only one 
team has been winning. Watch for Ottawa 
to return to their losing playoff ways. 

TB says Pens in 6 / Dave says Pens in 5 
Washington (3) vs Philadelphia (6) 
This series is gonna be nuts. Two hot 
teams. Philly's a rough team that likes to 
punish their opponent. Alex Ovechkin’s the 
most dangerous player in the league. 


lo Rida 


2) Touch My Body 
Mariah Carey 


3) No Air Duet feat. Chris Brown 
Jordin Sparks 


i 4 Minutes 
jadonna 


5) Break the Ice 
Britney Spears 


6) UnLove You 
Elise Estrada 


7) Apologize feat. OneRepublic 
Timbaland 


8) With You 
Chris Brown 


9) Love in This Club teat. Young Jeezy 
Usher 


10) Bleeding Love 
Leona Lewis 
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These two teams may not have a ton of 
history right now, but | think the hate will 
be there before the end of this one. A 
tossup, but I'll go with the momentum. 

TB opts for Caps in'6 / Dave agrees 

New Jersey (4) vs NY Rangers (5) 
Two teams with great D. And the Devils 
can't score. Bad combo for them. Plus, the 
Rangers have won 7 out of 8 this year 
against the Devs. Brodeur will need to 
nail a 4x6 sheet of plywood to the goal 
just to make this one close. 

TB calls the Rangers in 5 / Dave goes Jer- 
sey in6 


DAVE VS THE WEST 

Detroit (1) vs Nashville (8) Since 
last season's lineup Nashville lost Peter 
Forsberg, Steve Sullivan, Paul Kariya and 
the city very nearly lost the entire team to 
the Blackberry guy. The Preds fought to 
make the playoffs but that will be it. 
They've never gotten past the first round 
of playoffs—ever. That will continue. 
Dave goes Wings in 5 / So does TB. 

San Jose (2) vs Calgary (7) It's Cal- 
gary’s brawn up against what may be the 
hottest team to enter the playoffs. But 
this is Calgary. Can't pick them. We'll 
leave that task to someone at one of Cal- 
gary’s entertainment weeklies. 

Dave says Sharks in 4 / TB: Sharks in 5 
Minnesota (3) vs Colorado (6) Min- 
nesota is one of those rare American 
states that really loves hockey. Their 
team is big and scary (Todd Fedoruk, Chris 
Simon, BOOgard), talented (Marian 
Gaborik) and play smart hockey (Jacques 
“burned the Firewagon down” Lemaire). 
Their fans deserve a playoff ride this year. 
Dave's prediction: Wild in 7 / TB goes 
Avs in6 

Anaheim (4) vs Dallas (5) Recent 
events (Pronger and Burke—best selling 
effigies at Edmonton's Effigies Are Us 
store) have allowed the Ducks to upstage 
former Oiler playoff rivals Dallas as the 
more hated team this year. My heart says 
Dallas; the rest (head, spleen, ass—even 
the liver when it is not mad at me for past 
abuses) say Ducks 

Dave's reluctant call: Ducks in 5/ TB 
echoes this 
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Unfeeling kismet reveals 
the depths of addiction 
2 INFINITE LIVES 


infinitelives@yueweekly.com 


Kismet. Destiny. Inescapable fate, whether it's the 
thread of a Viking’s life as spun by the blind Norns, 
the store of a man’s days as set down in the Book of 
Life ... or the operational lifespan of a piece of elec- 
tronics as determined by its warranty period, Hidden 
actuaries project these things out, and their voodoo 
math makes reality: a warranty is a death-spell, a 
terminator gene like the time-bomb killswitch coded 
into Blade Runner replicants ... 

.. except, unlike Rutger Hauer, my iBook didn’t get 
to have a dove flutter heavy-handedly skyward as it 
took its fatal plunge to the tile floor, less than a 
week after its AppleCare period elapsed. It's time 

.as up; the power of warranty expiration basically 
shoved it out of my hands and into eternity. 

And so. You know what happens now. Out of 
retirement, out of necessity, comes the old war- 
horse, the beaten-down old ThinkPad that'd been put 
out to pasture (read: coffined in a banker's box and 
shoved in a closet) so many years ago. You pick it up, 
and ... you know the feeling of exquisite delicacy you 
get when you pick up a really old cat? That's what 
it's like to handle my laptop. 

A creaking, crashy bit-rotten mstall of goddamn 
Windows ME, the system restore discs long since 
lost in@ series of moves; no wi-fi capacity; a single 
funetional i/o, port (USB) and an unhinged monitor; 
Some Kind of deep, deep trouble that makes opening 
any web browser impossible so | have to type URLs 
directly into the address bar of an empty folder, force 
the desktop itself out onto a Web that's 10 years 
beyond its jn ... SO even a minor hang, 
hiccup or crashlet requires rebooting. 

_ You've got to be a silver-lining type in these situa- 
tions, channel a little Pollyanna for the sake of your 
Own sanity. A half-dead, unreliable, breeze-fragile 
aptop from the Clinton years? Well, its lack of now- 
basic functionality will actually enhance my produc- 
tivity! All my online time-wasters are dead to 
me—even a whiff of an embedded YouTube video 
Sends it to crashland, only the cleanest, simplest of 
Sit@s come close to functioning properly,and the six- 
Yersions-ago install of Flash eliminates the possibili- 
'y of playing any of the browser games that've been 


eating up five or so hours out of every day. The only 
thing on this machine that actually works reliably is 
WordPad, the stripped-down text editing program. 
There's nothing to do here but write, right? 

You'd think so. But the truly dedicated—maybe 
pathological?—procrastinator, work-shirker and 
gaming addict will always find a way. And so, a way 
was found. 


ONE OF THE cool/interesting things about pulling a 
years-ago machine out of closetbound dotage is 
that, if you're like me and didn’t do any housekeep- 
ing before shoving it into the darkness, is that it’s 
kind of like a time capsule. There's the last things 
you were working on, the last photos you uploaded, 
the last sites you visited. Memories, nostalgia ... 
maybe a little bit of heartbreak. In my case, just past 
the old reviews (I'd forgotten how much | hated the 
Minority Report videogame) and sunny pics of dis- 
tant girlfriends was an old, familiar doom: when last 
! used this machine, | still hadn't worn away the nov- 
elty of NES emulation. 

So, there was the emulator—NESter.exe, public 
beta 2, {c)2000—but ... where were the ROMs? For 
some reason—maybe in the poorly thought-out 
disc-space-clearing frenzy that originally destroyed 
my web-browsing capacity—t'd ditched my library 
of ripped Nintendo classics, the Bionic Comman- 
dos and Little Nemo the Dream Masters, and left 
myself with exactly two titles: Snake, Rattle and 
Rolland Phantom Fighter. 

Now, these are both more-or-less terrible games. 
Phantom Fighter is a frustrating, repetitive, side- 
scrolling kung-fu adventure that's only interesting for 
its weird ancient-Chinese-vampire-hunter premise; 
Snake, Rattle and Roll is a mechanically interesting 
isometric action game rendered nearly unplayable by 
some of the most aggressively, purposely sadistic 
aggravation music |'ve ever heard. But, | took what 
getaway | could get: midnight of my first day of 
enforced “nothing to do but write” found me with my 
dust-crusted old gamepad in hand, grimly kicking the 
digital shit out of vampire after pink, hopping vampire. 

Destiny ... kismet. There are some things that sim- 
ply must be; they're part of the Math of the Uni- 
verse. A service plan expires, and a laptop must die. 
His laptop dead, the true vidiot (this term must make 
a comeback) finds a way, any way, to snatch empty 
entertainment from the jaws of productivity. The cir- 
cle will not be broken. w 
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Fighting cancer can be delicious, too 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

very good cookbook has a 
| moe be it the ingredient, the 

appliance or a dietary trend-of- 
the-month. I’ve got books that 
expound the virtues of fondue fan- 
tasies, meatball musings and low- 
calorie libations. Some of thém I've 
even read. 

Over the past decade countless 
cookbooks have claimed to hold the 
secret to wellness, whether it’s 
weight-loss magic, a miracle fibre 
makeover or cooking for colon 
cleansing. These I've admittedly 
attempted to avoid. 

Cooking with Foods That Fight 
Cancer by Richard Béliveau and Denis 
Gingras is another one of those health- 
food books that purports to hold the key 
to longevity—at least with respect to 
reducing your cancer risk. University of 
Quebec at Montreal researchers, 
Béliveau and Gingras previously coau- 
thored a 2006 best-seller: Foods That 
Fight Cancer: Preventing Cancer Through 
Diet. Their newest book is a follow up to 
the first, offering the answer to the 
much-asked question: how do we cook 
with all this good stuff? 

The book is chock full of informa- 
tion for those who wish to reduce 
their canter risk, discussing what 
foods are full of cancer-fighting nutri- 
ents and how to prepare them to best 
take advantage. The basic premise of 
their research is that diet plays a sig- 
nificant role in the risk of developing 
cancer. Up to one third of cancers are 
linked to poor diet, particularly those 
lacking in plant foods such as fruit 
and vegetables. 


25 | COOKING WITH FOODS 


THAT FIGHT CANCER 

BY RICHARD BELIVAL AND DENIS GINGRAS 
MCULELAND & STEWART 

Z72PES2088 


COOKBOOK 


ACCORDING TO Bétiveau ana Gingras, 
pathologies that develop as a result of 
chronic inflammation may increase the 
risk for the development of cancer. 
Foods that reduce the inflammatory 
response are seen to act as a form of 
cancer prevention. Obesity, in addition 
to its impact on cardiovascular disease 
and diabetes, also appears to trigger 
the development of certain cancers. 

The authors go on to describe 
which foods we should be highlight- 
ing in our diets, including some that 
are more traditionally consumed 
(mushrooms, berries, tomatoes) and 
some that are less commonly found in 
the North American diet (green tea, 
seaweed, probiotics). 

Part three of the book moves to the 
recipes which Béliveau and Gingras 
have compiled with the assistance of 
a number of top-notch Quebec chefs 
and dieticians. | found the recipes to 
be a hodge-podge collection of every- 
thing from miso soup to Tex-Mex 
chili. A recipe for Shepherd's pie sits 
adjacent to another for Sicilian-style 
spaghetti and is followed by another 
for Turmeric curry chicken 

Still, by carefully selecting a num- 
ber of recipes that | felt might comple 
ment each other, I was able to 
prepare enough from the book for a 
dinner party | was holding for my 


brother. With a strong familyaristory 
of cancer, there was nothing to lose 
and everything to gain from reading 
through and cooking from this sub- 
stantial tome. 


| BEGAN BY SERVING Feta-stuffed 


Mushrooms, a fairly complicated recipe 
that didn’t quite measure up to all the 
time spent chopping nuts, onions, gar- 
lic and feta cheese. Given the number 
of similar recipes out there with a more 
manageable list of ingredients, | would 
n't attempt this one again 

Next, | made the very presentable 
Thai Shrimp and Fruit Salad. I particu 
larly enjoyed the freedom of choosing 


which fruit 1 wanted to use, settling 
on watermelon, kiwi and mango for a 
colorful combination. This recipe was 
simple but had huge visual impact. 
The combination of sweet fruit and 
spicy Thai herbs made for a great 
mingling of flavors. 

With great finesse and certain 
amount of pride I brought out my 
three main dishes: Rice Pilaf with 
Green Peas and Almonds, Sautéed 
Indonesian Noodles and Turmeric- 
Curry Chicken. 

The rice pilaf combined basmati, 
raisins, peas and almonds with a 
plethora of spices from the Far East to 
create a bright yellow bowl of tasty 


goodness. It made a fine backdrop fo; 
the remainder of the dishes, .and easj- 
ly trumped my usual plain white bas- 
mati for both flavor and appearance 
with a minimum of fuss. 

My brother is a big noodle fan, so | 
was very pleased with the Indonesian 
noodles for both flavour and presenta- 
tion. In fact they would have made a 
fine meal on their own, with shrimp 
pork, celery and cabbage added for 
both balance and color. I used tradition 
al Chinese wheat noodles, forgoing the 
Americanized pasta which is temptingly 
cheaper. A trip to the Chinese market 
offered many choices for the same cost 
as typical grocery store options. 

The star of the dinner was the 
turmeric infused curry chicken which 
tempted my guests with its odour long 
before it hit the table. Simmering 
chicken breasts in curry and coconut 
milk on the stove for 20 minutes filled 
the main floor of my home with a 
delightful smell that lingered in the air 
two days later. 

The chicken was simple to prepare 
tender and flavorful. I had to share the 
recipe with more than one guest, anc 
1 know I'll be making it again, espe 
cially as | now have a nearly-full bot- 
tle of fish sauce in my fridge. 

Overall I have to admit that the 
chefs featured in this book certainly 
know their way around the kitchen. !i 
cooking with an abundance of fresh 
and flavorful ingredients will reduce 
my risk of cancer, bring it on! I'd b 
more than happy to add more spice | 
my cuisine and try things outside m 
normal comfort zone—all for the ber 
efit of my health. w 
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JAN HOSTYM / jan@vueweekly.com 
io me, the barren stretch of 109 
street between 63 avenue and 
Whyte is just a means to an 
end. During my university days, my 
bus would spew forth noxious 
exhaust fumes over that stretch of 
road while it transported me to and 
from campus. When | graduated and 
started working downtown, my mode 
of transportation changed, but 109 
street was still an integral part of my 
daily commute. Now, with my down- 
town days behind me, | still can’t 
escape its existence. 

Parkallen Restaurant has been 
nestled in the midst of that busy 
stretch for as long as 1 can remember 
but I've never really noticed it. So, 
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Don't pass Parkallen Restaurant by 


beet | MON FAL TAM PM, 5-10 PM 
SAT, SUNS 10 PM 


PARKALLEN RESTAURANT 
7018-109 ST, 436.080 


LEBANES 


after a long, hard Sunday, I was 
somewhat surprised to spot a wel- 
coming “open” sign in the window as 
my husband and I searched for some- 
where to erase the stresses of the day. 

We pulled up out front with little in 
the way of expectations. The building 
itself was fairly plain. 1 was thinking 
pizza at a typical pizza joint. But as 
we scurried under the charming 
archway, passing through the snowy 
patio and by the little potted trees 
adorned with sparkling lights, my 


STUFFED ASIAN _ 
COCONUT PANCAKE 


hopes for the evening began to esca- 
late. We pulled open the door and 
entered a different universe 

It's funny how an exterior can be so 
deceptive. Elegance surrounded us, 
from the pristine linen tablecloths to 
the inviting dark wooden chairs, 
warm earthy tones, dim soothing 
lighting and gently flickering candles 
Although it was almost 9 pm and 
there was only one other couple in 
the restaurant, lingering over the rem- 
nants of their wine, we were greeted 
warmly and our concerns that per- 
haps we were too late were waved 
away graciously. 

After sinking back in the comfort- 
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Flowers spring in city’s 


culinarily desolate North End 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

orth Edmonton is not what you 
Nec call an oasis of culinary 

delights. The plethora of so- 
called eateries serving lacklustre food 
in soulless surroundings doesn’t exact- 
ly qualify. The thought of being strand- 
ed in that vast abyss when my stomach 
was demanding nourishment is 
enough to give me nightmares. 

A recent Friday evening found the 
nightmare edging a bit too close to 
reality. Due to poor planning on my 
husband's part (never mine), rumbling 
stomachs and plummeting moods 
overcame us while immersed in the 
depths of Castledowns. Had we been 
stranded in any other part of the city, 
numerous dining options would have 
been battling it out. As it was, a flash- 
ing vacant sign had lodged itself in my 


* mind and panic started to set in as the 


neon lights began swirling together 
into a massive jumble. Just as the 
nightmare was about to take a down- 
ward spiral, we stumbled upon SanRe- 
mo Italian Bistro hidden amongst the 
endless big box entities in one of the 
countless strip malls of Namao Centre. 
After we bustled through the door, I 
was struck by the attractive interior: 
inviting, warm and comfortable, con- 


. trasting sharply to the bleak starkness 


of the never-ending concrete just 
steps away. 


WE SETTLED into our cozy booth and 


surveyed the room. The attention to 


detail immediately caught my eye. . 


SanRemo's elegant glass sign was 
really a miniature waterfall, softly lit 
and gently falling, just like my level of 
anxiety. An assortment of families, 
friends and couples occupied the mix- 
ture of tables and booths, all done in 
warm, earthy tones. Dim lighting and 
flickering candles made it even more 
engaging. A huge urn overflowing 
with artificial flowers grandly inhabit 


* ed the center of the bistro; they must 


have been paying homage to the little 
Italian town—San Remo, also known 
as the Town of Flowers—that the 
restaurant was named after. 

Menus were presented, but the kids 
needed beverages and my husband 
and I needed a drink. Craving a 
reminder of the balmy days of sum- 
mer, the kids couldn't resist the 
appeal of lemonade ($2.25 a glass). 
We wanted red wine, but not a whole 
bottle. The choice was easy; only the 
house wine was offered by the glass 
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or half litre, a Donini merlot ($13.95 
for a half litre). 

Sipping the fruity wine, I couldn't 
help but wish the magnificent view I 
had of the hockey game in the 
attached lounge wasn't quite so visi- 
ble. An intimate family dinner should 
involve actual conversation, unhin- 
dered by surreptitious glances at 
unwelcome (to some) distractions. 

Ignoring the game, we focussed on 
the menu. Small but complete, there 
seemed to be a bit of everything: a 
few appetizers, a soup, a salad, some 
pastas and entrees. The absence of 
pizza brought frowns to the kids’ 


* faces, but gnocchi came to the rescue. 


Our waiter informed us that half 
orders were available, so we got the 
girls each a half order of the gnocchi, 
one with tomato sauce and one lightly 
tossed in butter ($11.95 for a full 
order). My husband and J each 
ordered a bow! of minestrone soup 
($5.50) to start, followed by the riga- 
toni in a homemade meat sauce 
($10.50) for my husband and a half 
order of the Fusilli Primaverra ($11.95 
for a full order) for me. 

I made the mistake of not asking how 


‘much a half-order was. Maybe it was 


because our waiter, while friendly, was a 
little too friendly. When it came time for 
me to order, he boldly asked “and for 
Mom?" Now, having anyone other than 
my kids call me “Mom” is a bit discon- 
certing, but when a twentysomething 
male audaciously does so it becomes 
somewhat creepy, if not downright 
offensive. My shocked and befuddled 
scowl did nothing to dissuade him, and 
the term was used relentlessly through- 
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out the rest of the evening. 


THANKFULLY, the food only spoke 
through its tantalizing range of flavours 
and tempting aromas. Steaming bows 
of chunky minestrone soup arrived ai 
the tabie along with the two orders o/ 
plump gnocchi. Fresh ground pepper 
and parmesan grated at the table was a 
nice touch. As a mom, I'm (sometimes) 
able to raid the plates of my children 
The order with the tomato sauce was 
declared off-limits, but my younges| 
was more than willing to share her but 
ter-laced gnocchi. Although meltingly 
tender, the copious amount of butter ii 
was swimming in made it heavy and 
overwhelming. The zesty tomato sauce 
was a much better partner for it 

When the buttery gnocchi was 
declared too rich, my daughter's eyes 
landed on my minestrone. Having only 
savoured a few bites of the vibrant 


* tomato basil broth loaded with an 


assortment of tender vegetables and 
kidney beans, | was reluctant to see it 
go; I did thoroughly enjoy the last few 
spoonfuls that she couldn't squeeze 
into her small stomach, though. 

Our communal soup wasn’t quile 
finished when the pastas arrived al 
the table. My Primaverra held abun- 
dant chunks of firm and supple veg- 
etables, nestled in a flavourful tomato 
sauce and livened up with the light 
touch of garlic and basil. The sauce 
on my husband's Rigatoni was more 
tomato-y than meaty but had enoug} 
meaty undertones to appease him. My 
only complaint was that the pastas 
could have been cooked a little less 

We ended the evening with tw 
orders of Tartufo (vanilla ice cream sur 
rounded by Belgian chocolate ic« 
cream then rolled in dutch cocoa pow- 
der, $5.25 each). Beautifully presented 
in white “boats,” the balls were split in 
the middle, judiciously filled with bil 
lowy whipped cream, and drizzled with 
chocolate. A perfect finish. 

Well, a perfect finish except for th: 
bill. Half-orders are half a portion but 
almost the same price ($9.95) as a full 
order ($11.95). Had we known, w‘ 
wouldn’t have bothered with hal! 
orders; the leftovers would have beet 
put to good use. 

SanRemo is a friendly family- 
owned neighbourhood bistro tha! 
serves up fresh, satisfying, real food 
amidst questionable alternatives 
Thankfully, nightmares don’t always 
come true. ¥ 


PARKALLEN 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 


able chairs, we inspected the exten- 
sive award-winning wine list. Impres- 
sive, but we didn’t want a full bottle 
so ended up choosing a red Australian 
Stickleback ($9 a glass) and moved on 
to the menu, a mix between pizza and 
Lebanese food. 


WHEN THE RUSTOMS took over the 


restaurant 25 years ago, it was called 
Parkallen Pizza and Donair and the 
focus was on just that. Nahia, who had 
previously worked as a chef, gradually 
began introducing her native Lebanese 
delicacies to the menu. As the number 
of Lebanese dishes grew, so did the 
number of regular clientele. Twelve 
years ago, to reflect the changing 
menu, they changed the name to 
Parkallen Restaurant. Their son Joe 
now runs the restaurant but both par- 
ents are still active in the business. In 
fact, the three of them still do most of 
the cooking. 

Faced with innumerable tempting 
Lebanese offerings, pizza was no 
longer a consideration. After much 
debate, we ordered the taster platter 
($25), an assortment of hummus, 
baba ganouge, tabouleh and grape 
leaf rolls, and then mulled over the 
rest of the menu. My husband decided 
on the lemon-crusted lamb salad ($8) 
while | couldn't resist the prawn, 
mango and cashew salad ($8). 

Before long, a beautiful square 
glass platter appeared at our table 
Each appetizer occupied its own lit- 


tle corner: the pale, creamy hummus 
and baba ganouge delicately driz- 
zled with a bit of olive oil and lightly 
sprinkled with vibrant paprika, the 
vivid green tabouleh nestled on a 
large lettuce leaf and garnished with 
lemon, and the glistening grape leaf 
rolls, again garnished with lemon 
Along with the platter came a bas- 
ket of pita bread, each serving 
Strangely encased in plastic wrap. 
Joe later told me that, while the 
wrap does help keep the highly per- 
ishable pitas fresh, it is more of a 
sanitary issue. He has a thing about 
cleanliness and thinks diners 
deserve to enjoy bread that has not 
been sullied by the probing fingers 
of others at their table. A restaurant 
owner with a cleanliness obsession 
- what a lovely thing 


WE UNWRAPPED the pitas and began 


nibbling and sampling. Both the 
hummus (chickpeas, sesame paste, 
garlic and lemon) and baba ganouge 
(like humus but with eggplant 
instead of chickpeas) were rich and 
creamy. The assertive flavour of gar- 
lic shone through but a hint of lemon 
tempered it nicely. Not being able to 
decide which | liked better, | alternat 
ed back and forth until | had con- 
sumed way too much of both. 
Luckily, the red wine was lively and 
full bodied—not about to be subdued 
by the conspicuous garlic 

My husband was busy with the 
grape leaf rolls, an enticing mixture of 
rice, beef and spices all delicately 
rolled up in grape leaves. They were 
tender and meaty, with subtle tones of 


restaurant 


ry 


PT lounge 


Edmonton City Centre 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
426-4RMS (4767) 


THUR- SAT APRIL 10-12 


garlic, mint and lemon. They disap- 
peared quickly; 1 was lucky | snuck a 
bite before he inhaled them all. Con- 
sidering the copious amount of pars- 
ley in the tabouleh, | was surprised at 
how mild it was. The lemon gave it a 
nice tang and it served as a good 
palate cleanser for our salads. 

My salad was absolutely stunning, 
both in appearance and taste. Three 
huge garlicky tiger prawns crowned a 
bed of crisp organic greens—juicy 
chunks of sweet mango, a generous 
sprinkling of cashews, and a zesty 
lemony dressing with hints of basil 
completed the masterpiece. My hus- 
band was equally impressed with his 
lemon-crusted lamb salad. Large 
slices of fork-tender lamb were nes 
tled into a bed of organic greens and 
drizzled with just the right amount of 
Mediterranean spiced dressing. Part 
way through the salad, my husband 
looked up and expressed disbelief that 
we had bypassed this restaurant all 
these years. 

Everything had been so good that 
we simply couldn't pass on dessert. 
We ended up splitting the tiramisu 
($7) and ordered an Irish coffee ($5) 
and a Nightcap—steamed milk and 
Frangelico ($5)—to go with it. Dessert 
didn't disappoint. We nursed our 
warm drinks but the rich and creamy 
tiramisu didn’t stand a chance 

We never did get to try their pizza 
that night, but I’m confident we will 
soon. Now that we've found the non- 
descript little restaurant that does 
such a good job of hiding, it is going to 
be hard to drive past and not wish we 
were one of the lucky ones inside. w 
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GET BACK TO YOUR ROOTS 


After disappearing quietly into the 
fight last December, organic super- 
market/café Organic Roots is hack in 
a new location, down on East Whyte 
at 10152 - 82 Ave. Until Sat, Api2 
they'll be holding their grand open 
ing, which include deals on the bevy 
of organic produce and products 
they carry, as well as in-store sam- 
plings and demos. Well worth check- 
ing out for anyone interested in 
eating organic 


HEALTHY WAY OF LIFE 

This Sun, Apr 13, Way of Life/Mode 
de Vie, Edmonton's only all-vegan 
festaurant, are hosting a health work- 
shop. Besides instruction on day-to- 
day ways you can make yourself a 
healthier person through diet, mas- 
sage and natural remedies, the event 
will also include a vegan cooking 
class and a luncheon. Contact Way of 
Life at 455.1230 for more info. 


FOOD NEWS! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary events in Edmonton. Do you have 
an event Edmonton's gourmands sim- 
ply must know about? E-mail it to 
dish@vueweekly.com 
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Eat! 
Vote! 
Win! 


best dishes 


Cast your ballot! 


Let your tastebuds decide! 


Maybe its the orcaee that practically melted your mouth. Maybe its the samosas that sent your 


senses into or' 
you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


jaybe its the chocolate creation that lives on in your memory and calls out to you every time 


Have your say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favorites in the ca ries to follow. Help the 


places you like win a coveted 10th Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fo! 
15th. For your ballot to count, you must give answers in at least t 


and a daytime phone number. 


NEVER PAY FOR FOOD AGAIN! 


rk Award. Read the results - and more - on May 
en categories and include your name, address, 


Well, not exactly, but you could win the grand prize of $700 IN RESTAURANT GIFT CERTIFICATES! 


Plus we are giving at least 10 others a gift certificate as well! 


best restaurants 


¢ Best Rest. (Fine Dining) 


¢ Appetizers 
° Soups ¢ Best Rest. (Mid Price). 
e Salads | ae 
B d ° Bakery 
i pled * Coffee Shop 
' * Tea Shop 
¢ Venison Deli 
¢ Sushi ¢ Bavarian 
° Tapas ° Greek 
¢ Pub Food ¢ French 
° Dim Sum ° Italian/Pasta 
e Sandwiches * Chinese 
* Thai 


« Hamburgers 


e French Fries 


¢ Japanese 


¢ East Indian/Tandoori 


* Wraps ¢ Mexican/Latin American 
¢ Pizza ° Steakhouse 
¢ Desserts e Seafood 
¢ Chicken Wings * Vegetarian 
¢ African 


« Best Sweets 
e Snacks (pretzels, bagels) 


« Juice Bar 


e Continental 


other bests 


« Best New Restaurant 


* Pre-theatre dining 
¢ Restaurant for lovers 


* Innovative menu 


* Wine list 


¢ Beer list 


* When you only have $10. 
* When going solo 


e Late night/all night 
* Weekend brunch 


¢ Best service 


e Sports Bar 


* Best Patio 


e Best Hotel Restaurant_ 
* Ultimate Dining 
Experience 


* Best Independent 
Wine Store 


* Best For 
People Watching, 


This is your official ballot. Send it in! i 


Mail answers to: 
Vue Weekly’s 18th Annual = Awards 
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AWARDS 
2000 


or FAM: 426 2888 

or email: fork@vueweekly.com 

or online at VUEWeEKIY.COM 
click and enter 


Phone # (daytime): 


Entries must be received no later than 5 pm, May 7 2008 
(No cuptoate entries, 1 entry per person. Any entre with kientioal writing to another wil be discarded Standard contest entries also 


This year VUEWEEKLY will offer two awards in each category. One for independent and one for chain. 


*Chain will be defined as non-Edmonton operated or locations in other cities (exceptions may exist) 
*Chairv may not be awarded In all categories (Do you know of any chain African restaurants?) 
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that you are as experienced es is eatin. 

a voter as possible! 

We want to ensure you have sampled new and . ieie Fosds 108 Se 

interesting food, so send us your name & daytime Edmonton, AB, T5J 1L7 

phone number and we will draw at least five names Fax: 780.426-2889 
Email: fork@vueweekly.com 


each week and give away great gift certificates! 
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100 bottles of beer in the hall: tales from Beerfest 


JASOM FOSTER / greathead@vueweekly.com 
e first question that hit me 
when | walked into the hall for 
the second annual Edmonton 
International Beer Festival was 
“where do I start?” The Festival ran 
on April 4 and 5 at the Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre, and it filled out the 
venue quite nicely. The festival was 
packed with more than 55 exhibitors, 
representing dozens of breweries 
(plus a few novelty items such as a 
tattoo parlour) and, by my estimation, 
offering 150 beers for sampling. I real- 
ized quickly there was no way I was 
going to work through them all—not 
while remaining conscious, anyway. I 
needed a plan. 

The many beers on tap spanned the 
globe and the range of availability and 
accessibility. Some of Edmonton's 
microbreweries were present, as were 
the big boys, ojecourse. There were 
beers from places we all know as 
beer-countries, like Scotland and Ger- 
many, but there were also beers from 
unexpected locations such as 
Ukraine. 

The big corporate brewers had 
flashy, larger booths. Budweiser’s 
booth, for instance, included a small- 
scale country bar where you could sit 
and be served by women in check- 
ered Bud shirts. The smaller breweries 
were more under-stated and focussed 
on their beer. Where the big breweries 
hired young, attractive women who 
knew little about beer, the smaller 
breweries generally had their regular 
reps (most often men) who could talk 
intelligently about beer. Impressively, 
Scottisn brewer Innis & Gunn, famous 
for its oak-aged beer, sent one of their 
partners (Innis) to pour samples. 


THE INTERNATIONAL BEER FESTIVAL 
worked like this: a $20 entrance fee 
{$15 in advance) got you in the door 
where you could purchase coupons 
for SO cents each; each booth offered 
up 4 oz samples for two to five tickets 
each. You then spent your evening 
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sampling beers. If you needed a 
break, there was live entertainment at 
one end of the hall, some food (of the 
fast variety) available, and some non- 
beer exhibitors to peruse. There was 
also-an on-site liquor store so you 
could pick up a six-pack of your new 
favourite on your way out the door. 

There was also a “Beer School”, 
hosted by the Edmonton Homebrew- 
ers’ Guild, where Guild members 
walked participants through a short 
course on beer flavours and styles, 
complete with little jars of malt and 
hops for props. 

Unfortunately, there were also a 
number of hard alcohol and shooter 
booths, which | personally found off- 
putting. They were out of place and 
fostered more of a frat boy atmosphere 
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around them. I think they served only 
as imitating distractions from the more 
relaxed sport of beer sampling. | hope 
the organizers move away from them 
for next year's version. 


AN ESTIMATED sooo people worked 


their way through the booths over the 
two days. It was a mixed crowd. Earli- 
er in the evening, it was a bit older— 
couples and small groups of beer fans 
working their way slowly through the 
more exotic and interesting beers. As 
the night wore on, a younger crowd 
took over—university-aged clusters 
engaging in much faster sampling, 
leading to more noise and more exu- 
berance. But it was a classic beer 
crowd—friendly, upbeat and casual. 

1 think that is the key difference 
between beer festivals and wine festi- 
vals. Wine events have a decidedly 
upscale, serious tone to them. Beer 
fests know they are about fun as well 


as trying new and interesting beer 
The exhibitors are more laid back, 
and the crowd feeds off that 

As for my plan, I decided to focus at 
first on beers that I had not tried 
before, which shortened the list sig 
nificantly. In this initial go-round, | 
found a series of beer from O'Han- 
lon’s, a small English independent 
brewery with a fast-growing reputa- 
tion. Yellowhammer is their light 
blonde ale, which was fruity and very 
accessible. On the more bold end was 
their Original Port Stout, a thick, dark 
stout infused with port. The port notes 

~added a rich complexity to the beer. 

Maybe the oddest new find was 
Beer in a Box. Yes, in a box. It comes 
with its own tap setup and a small 
canister of carbon dioxide. Hook it up 
and get instant cardboard keg. Too 
bad the beer was astringent and 
soapy. I quickly moved on 

Toronto brewer Mill Street had 
some of their wares available, includ 
ing their noted Organic Lager. It’s one 
of the few fully organic beers in Cana 
da, and it’s a light, refreshing lager. | 
detect a little grassy hops, but mostly 
it is clean and good for summertime 
after mowing the lawn. 

Then there were those Ukrainian 
beers, Slavutych and one whose 
name | could not pronounce, spell or 
remember. They were crisp, pale 
lagers that were much better than 
expected. Both leaned towards a 
corny malt and light hopping. Worth 
another try on another day, possibly 


ONCE! HAD HIT the highlights of beers 


untried, I turned my attention to beers 
I know | enjoy. Pleasant and familiar 
stops at Wildrose for their IPA, at 
Amber's for a quick Mountain Pepper 
Berry Ale and at the Homebrew Guild 
table who were serving up Alley Kat 
for tasting purposes brought a smile 
to my face. 

A visit to the Creemore Springs 
brewery was fortuitous for all 
involved. In the first glass pulled | 
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picked up a distinct taste of cleaning 
agent—detergent and chlorine. A 
quick switch to a different keg proved 
to be much more palatable. The first 
keg had something wrong with it, but 
for the rest of the night all was fine for 
visitors to their booth 

A third fun strategy for beerfest 
Sampling is to pick a type of beer 
(brown ales or pilseners, for expam- 
ple) and go to a number of the booths 
who have that kind of beer. This 
allows for a side-by-side tasting of the 
different competitors, which can be 
quite fun 

After a couple hours sampling and 
tasting, you find yourself with a warm 
glow and a euphoric feeling that the 
world is a good place. That is the 
power of good beer. 

Put the International Beer Festival 
on your calendar for next year’s 
installment. I know I have. v 
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of talk and text.” 
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AON YAMAUCHI / rony@vueweekly.com 
Frou couldn't have hockey with- 
out a puck, sex without skin, 
fries without ketchup. : 

To every skier and snowboarder liv- 
ing in Vancouver, Whistler 
(whistlerblackcomb.com) holds that 
kind of dominance in our conscious- 
ness. Its size, proximity and interde- 
pendence with Vancouver as a shared 
site of the 2010 Winter Olympics make 
it as much a part of this city as the 
Canucks, sushi and fair-trade coffee. 

Being a contrary sort of fellow, and 
also rather thrifty, I've been avoiding 
Whistler for years. It seemed like a 
silly kind of place, an impression not 
contradicted by Whistler, the snow- 
boarding/murder mystery drama on 
CTV. But life’s not television. It was 
long past time to check out the real 
thing, and there was a friend we 
wanted to see. We jammed the family 
into the VW and took to the road. 

The Sea-to-Sky Highway is one of 
the coast’s most scenic routes, with 
sheer rock faces on one side and 
stunning ocean views on the other. 
The highway is also said to be the 
most dangerous in British Columbia, 
with numerous fatalities out of some 
300-odd annual crashes. Having driv- 
en it many times to go hiking in 
Squamish, my personal belief is that 
the road is fine—it’s the drivers that 
are hazardous. The trip takes about 
2.5 hours from Vancouver, unless you 
think you're Michael Schumacher, in 
which case it takes the remainder of 
your life. 

Nonetheless, with the Olympics 
expecting to at least double the 
14 000 cars that use it daily, the 
province is spending hundreds of mil- 
lions to straighten out some of the 
hairpins and make more passing 
lanes on the parts that are already 
straight. 

Two million people already visit 
Whistler every year for conferences, 
golfing, river rafting, weddings, parties, 
concerts, mountain biking, and fishing. 

Oh, and snow. There are over 8000 
skiable acres of the stuff, spread over 
two mountains (Whistler and Black- 
comb, joined at the village base), 
accessed by 38 lifts, during a season 
that goes from November until July. 
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¥ SHOCK 


INTELLECTUALLY, | KNEW whistler was 


going to be massive. But it was still 
difficult to adjust to the sheer scope of 
the place. We were able to get an 
early check-in at the Tantalus Lodge, 
which consists entirely of comfortable 
two-bedroom units with kitchens, 
easily sleeping six guests. (It also had 
underground parking and, most 
importantly, two hot tubs, for that 
decadent “I'm-in-Whistler" feeling.) 
The Tantalus is one of the village’s 
115 hotels, resorts and chalets, a 


Whistler scene shaped by mountains, 
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large figure in its own right. The rube- 
like goggling really began when the 
Tantalus shuttle dropped us at the 
guest relations building, a massive 
glass edifice in which we were effi- 
ciently processed with tickets and 
gear and turned out in the centre of 
an almost unnervingly cute and sce- 
nic town square, with cobblestone 
streets filled with smiling high-rollers 
chatting away in various languages. 

The culture shock experience com- 
pares only with my first trip to New 
York, in which | suddenly realized that 
it was a true city and that I had only 
been living in a town. Size does mat- 
ter after all 

The feeling of awe continued on 
the lifts. It's one thing to read that 


there are over 200 separate ski trails, 
and another to realize that it would 
take a good week to fully explore the 
massive terrain. There's really no kind 
of riding that you can’t get here. It has 
glaciers, bowls, glades, steeps, and 
several different types of freestyle 
playground. 

It's difficult to take it all in, and 
after a while | stopped trying. I'd 
never been on a chair lift whose route 
intersected with other routes below or 
above us, like the streams of flying 
cars in the sci-fi movie The Fifth Ele- 
ment. I've never seen a place where 
just one chair, the Wizard at Black- 
comb, had all of the facilities of one of 
our local mountains. 

Fortunately, snow is snow, and 


Thanks for reading! See you November 20th 
for a new year of amazing skiing coverage. 


arts and 2010 


eventually you can just settle down 
and enjoy the moment: that magic 
interaction of gravity, friction, and 
balance. The conditions were good 
for spring; dry, mixed sun and cloud, a 
few centimetres of new snow ona 
base of aver 250 cm 

The mountain is big enough to 
allow territory to be set aside for dis- 
tinct zones, eg chairs with mostly 
green and blue runs. We hung out a lot 
in the family area, which had a number 
of runs of combination difficulty; my 
daughter cruised in the wide-open 
boulevard while her dad took his act 
into the moguls, while remaining in 
line of sight. Although the trails are all 
well marked and logically connected 
it’s still possible to get lost. In addition 
to the freedom of choice, Whistler and 
Blackcomb offer long runs. The trail 
from the peak of Whistler to the base 
could easily take an hour 

If cross-country skiing is what you 
crave, there is an official Olympic Games 
site just 15 kilometres south. | decided to 
check out the Whistler Olympic Park 
(whistlerolympicpark.com) and also to 
learn the nordic side of things 

Towering over the landscape are 
the elite ski jump ramps, which are 
nerve-wracking simply to behold. 
Under and around them are 40 km 
of groomed trails, several of which | 
got to experience while tripping 
onto my face; cross-country turned 
out to be harder than | anticipated 
Thanks to a patient instructor (the 
entire facility has an air of geniality, 
perhaps because it’s still a construc- 
tion zone, with the offices in trail- 
ers), we were soon getting into the 
(literal) groove. We even got to take 
in the last laps of a biathlon race, 
which is a fantastic spectator sport 
All of this varied activity adds up to 
a powerful experience, not to men- 
tion a mighty hunger 


IT'S NOT HARD to find a good meal in 
town. There are about 90 restaurants, 
but we went to 21 Steps at the recom- 
mendation of our friend Chili Thom. 
Getting there was a pleasant walk 
through the carefully planned streets 
As a young town, economically root- 
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Grouse Mountain provides perfect place to ride off into sunset 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
ain, sushi, beaches ... all things 
Risers: is known for. Skiing 
ess then half an hour away? 
Not so much. But Grouse Mountain 
has a lot to offer—panoramic views, 
top-notch restaurants and 26 runs on 
384 metres of vertical drop. It’s not 
big but it’s got style, and it’s a great 
place to bid farewell to another sea- 
son as the sun sets over the ocean 
and the lights of Vancouver begin to 
glisten in the dusk. From this high 
mount, I sought some perspective on 

another season drawing to a close. 
I travel to Vancouver once or twice 
a year, usually to visit friends and 
enjoy the temperate coastal weather 
and summer activities. After a lazy 
April spring day in Vancouver, it 
seemed strange pulling on snowpants 
and a winter jacket and trudging out 
to the car with ski boots slung over 
my shoulder. Nonetheless my friends 
and I set out in rush-hour evening 
traffic, passing through Stanley Park 
and over Lion’s Gate Bridge up to the 

Grouse parking lot 

From first glance, it's plain Grouse 
thrives as a tourist attraction, in win- 
ter as much as summer. As we 
unloaded, a tour bus arrived and 
some 60 passengers disembarked for 
the Skyride gondola. Some visitors 
come for sightseeing on the 100-pas- 
senger Skyride cars, others for skiing 
or skating, wildlife viewing or high 
altitude dining. But many locals fre- 
quent the hill as well for its three ter- 


GROUSE 
MOUNTAIN 


rain parks and variety of runs, from 
the standard blues and greens to its 
two double blacks, Purgatory and 
Devil's Advocate 


At 6 pm, the sun was still high 
and bright. After runs down The Cut 
and Upper Buckhorn, we headed for 
the Olympic Express quad. From the 
top, we played tourist, snapping 
photos of each other against a 
backdrop of mountains, ocean and 
city set off by a hazy orange hori- 
zon. Below, we hammered the 
bumps on Peak run for a while, 
until the night cooled off. Despite 
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being late in the season, a coastal, 
humid chill had set in 

Grouse has two restaurants, the 
fine dining Observatory and classy 
but casual Altitudes. The latter is 
home to the hill’s regular Wednes- 
day Social Nights, where skiers and 
riders gather to enjoy good food, 
drinks, DJs and, sometimes, win 
prizes. A central hearth blazed as 
we took our seats by the window, 
where yet another vista of Vancou- 
ver presented itself. Over a bottle of 
Argentinian Malbec, we savoured 
pan-fried prawns with green curry 
cashew dip and individual dinners 
of braised lamb shank, penne and 
sautéed chicken and a grilled veg- 
etable and arugula sandwich. By the 
time we finished, it was almost 10 
pm—the hill’s closing time. The 
warm blush of red wine faded in the 
frosty air as we hastily tried to 
squeeze in a few more runs. 

And thus the tone was set. As 


always, spring is bittersweet for 
skiers, filled with sunny days, good 
company and the last few sofi 

slushy spring turns. But every year 
is different—weather is unpre 

dictable, fortunes change, new 
developments alter the landscape 

This is an exciting time for the 
industry, with expansions and devel 

opment at major resorts across the 
Rockies, but it’s also a time o! 
uncertainty as the industry comes to 
grips with environmental impact 

and new economic realities. 

At least for this season, like deat! 
and taxes, one thing is relatively cer 
tain: winter will inevitably melt into 
spring. How you deal with that is up 
to you, but I recommend following 
some of the suggestions in this week’s 
issue for ripping hard, getting wet anc 
frolicking in the natural beauty of th 
mountains before time runs out 

Here, like everywhere, last call | 
coming soon. -W 
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Only a few more months to ski 
sedson—so prep your gear now 


Ee | HET IGE 
keithi@yveweekly.com 

| write this on the morning of the last day 

of the season in Fernie, my home. Tomor- 

row my season pass will be of no use. 

The lifts will hang inert. 

Every year there are a few things | do 
after finishing skiing the last day. Hard- 
teamed habits. On my way home, | drop my 
skis off for a tune and wax. The rest of my 
skiing this year will be touring and my teles 
are dialed. My alpine boards will be hung 
up. Too many years, on the first day of the 
season, I've looked at my alpines and the 
edges spotted with rust and the gouges 
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from the last spring days ripping on sunny 
days through marginal conditions, a variety 
of canyons running the length of the bases. 
No more—instead, | make sure to tune ‘em 
before | stash them for summer. 

Same goes for the rest of my gear. | 
toss my gloves on a heat register, | pull 
my boots apart, leaving the liners, foot 
beds and shims scattered across my liv- 
ing room. Not Martha Stewart's idea of 
fine décor, but it works for me. And, ina 
couple of days, | open a bottle of wine or 
grab a couple beers and re-assemble the 
scattered parts. | make sure there are no 
little tweaks or wrinkles in the liners— 
everything is straight, in place—and then 
| buckle my boots loosely for a well- 
deserved summer rest. | wash my ski 
pants to get the dirt and mud of the park- 


EDGE 


ing lot off the cuffs 

With the boots dry, my gloves tired of 
being on the heat register, my pants look- 
ing new, | gather my goggles, the couple of 
Spare pairs, my toques and toss it all ina 
small duffel for next year and opening day. 

If you make these things habit, you'll 
thank yourself at the start of each new 
season. But until then, happy trails. Ride 
your bike up a winding single track. Drop 
into a wave in your boat. Jam your hands 
in a sun warmed crack and move above 
the last pro, wondering if it’s really any 
good. The Fat Lady is humming and it’s 
pretty loud. In a few hours, she'll break 
out in full voice wrapping up the final 
chorus of a great year. 

Enjoy the spring and the summer. Win- 
ter will be here soon enough. w 
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CULTURE SHOCK 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19 


ed in tourism, Whistler has been built 
to give the best views of the country- 
side. There are a very few bits of old 
jumps or lift towers; the rest has 
clearly been passed through the 
hands of architects. ; 

The result is almost cloyingly 
breathtaking, a sort of theme park 
that happens to also be a working 
downtown with police, fire, city hall 
and other services for the nearly 
10 000 permanent residents 

Despite having been up all night 
the night before (‘I was upgrading my 
ProTools”), Chili greeted us with 
enthusiasm. It is his most salient 
characteristic; at 32, he’s one of the 
most self-actualized people imagina- 
ble. A highly sought-after landscape 
painter, with a full slate of commis- 
sions, Chili is also a prolific club DJ, 
professional decorator, dancer, bon 
vivant veteran of the festival circuit 
and filmmaker (see chilithom.com). 


Spring Episode 
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This year, Lake Louise’s last day of riding 
and skiing will be Apr 27. This weekend 
is loaded with events to foster a total 
party atmosphere. Appleton’s and 
Kokanee are the prime sponsors so you 
can expect the Cuba Libres and beer will 
be flowing all weekend. Social Code will 
play live on Saturday at 3 pm and on 
Sunday music will be courtesy of 
Rockstar DJs spinning their tunes and an 
‘80s cover band. Snow golf, Plinko, 
mountain bike trials, best one-piece suit 
and big hair contests are just some of the 
festive activities that should keep you 
entertained. If you're the big eating type 
you may even have to consider the hot 
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We met during the taping of Wild At 
Heart, the Knowledge Network adven- 
ture tourism series for which Chili 
served as narrator, field guide and 
cook. My wife Willow and I were par- 
ticipants in the eighth episode, which 
saw us riding horses and climbing a 
mountain in the Rockies. Chili had 
beguiled us with his non-stop energy, 
and we kept in touch after the show. 

Since he’s lived in Whistler for a 
dozen years, | figured Chili could 
explain its culture and appeal to me. 
Though admitting that, looks-wise, “it’s 
a Disneyland for adults,” Chili relishes 
life in Whistler, “It’s the community,” he 
explains. “Supportive yet incestuous. 
Everyone knows everyone.” 

As well as being in the midst of peo- 
ple who love the outdoors in the day, 
and Whistler's exotic and varied club 
scenes at night, Chili likes being in the 
middle of an impending boom in the 
arts. “There’s a massive crew of artists, 
performers, DJs. With the growing 
Whistler Arts Council there’s more to 
do, more nurturing of artists.” He cites 
Artrageous, a showcase of art and per- 


dog eating contest. For me, 2 nice sunny 
deck with an Appleton beverage would 
be a nice end to this amazing ski season. 
Not unlike many before it started with 
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formance, and high-profile individua| 
talents like the tattoo artist Pepe ang 
filmmaker/go-go dancing enthusiasi 
Ace MacKay Smith as evidence o; 
Whistler's growing artistic stature. 

Of course, it is the massive influx o; 
the well-heeled during the 2010 win. 
ter Olympics, which is driving the aris 
community, as well as every othe; 
business sector in the region. The 
boom in construction will generate 
much-needed new housing units in 
the form of the athlete's village, but in 
the meantime it is an absurdly expen 
Sive place to live. Ads in Pique, the 
local paper, indicate that a studio is 
$1000, a two-bedroom suite $2500 
per month. 

It’s not a cheap place to visit 
either, but if you really wanted to save 
money, you probably wouldn't be into 
snowboarding or skiing. At some 
point, you'll scrape up the pennie 
and visit, demanding to know what 
the hype is all about. 

And you might stay. In the words of 
Chili Thom: “Once you're in Whistler 
you're here.” w 


‘08 at Lake Louise 


great fearof poor snow conditions, but in 
the end, Mother Nature pulled thougi 


- very nicely and all the ski hill operator 


should be pleased. w_ 


STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
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BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 
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THE ROCKIES 
Set amidst the beautiful Rocky Mountains, 
The Jasper Inn Alpine Resort is the 
perfect setting for a romantic getaway. 


Package includes: 

@ 2 night's accommodation in a luxurious, 
Maligne Executive suite with Jacuzzi 

®™ Continental Breakfast each morning 
at Th@Inn Restaurant 


»= Chilled Champagne upon arrival 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 


Rabbit Hill — Closed for season. 


| Snow Valley — Closed for season. 


Sun Ridge — Closed for season. 
Edmonton Ski Club — Closed for season. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — Closed for season. 
Castle Mountain — Closed for season. 


| Lake Louise — 156-180cm base, 4cm of new snow. 8 lifts and 132 runs open. 
| Marmot Basin — 114cm base, 8cm of new snow. 6 lifts and 83 runs open. 
} Mt Norquay — 60-85cm base, Gcm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 


Nakiska — Closed for season. 


} Sunshine Village — 184cm base, 18cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 


| Tawatnaw — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts and 23 runs open. 


B.C. 


Apex — Closed for season. 

Big White — Closed for season. 

Famie — Closed for season. 

Kicking Horse — 185cm base, 2cm of new snow. 

Kimberley — Closed for season. 

Mt. Washington — Closed for season, 

Panorama — Closed for season. 

Powder King — 363-520cm base, no new snow. 

Red Mountain — 225cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Revelstoke —243cm base, 3 lifts and all trails open. 

Silver Star — Closed forseason. 

Sun Peaks — 179-241cm base, 26cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 265cm base, 14cm of new snow. 23 lifts and all runs open. 
White Water — Closed for season. 


U.S.A. 


49 North — Closed for season. 

Big Sky — 198-257cm hase, 23cm of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — Closed for season. 

Great Divide — Closed for season. 

Lookout Pass — Closed for season. 

Mt. Spokane — Closed for season. 

Schweitzer Mt. — Closed for season. 

Silver Mt. Resort — Closed for season. 

Sun Valley — 71-21 0cm base, 14 lifts and 87 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of April 9, 2008 
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¥ Snowboards - Skateboards 


Jonesin’ for 


KEITH LIGGET / keitht@vueweekly.com 


ne by one the lifts in Alberta 
and BC are slowing to a stop 
Whistler stays open, but if you 


want to avoid the ski and snowboard 
circus and still have plenty of snow, 
head down the pike to Mt Hood (ski- 
hood.com). At 3426 metres (11 239 
feet), the fourth highest of the Cascade 
volcanoes and the highest point in the 
state of Oregon, Mt Hood effectively 
stops the incoming pacific moisture to 
provide massive amounts of snow. 

On Apr &, Mt Hood Meadows 
reported over five metres of settled 


snow? Try going south 


YOUR 
SEASON 


base and Timberline, just around the 
corner, reported 5.7 m, with over 18 
m falling this winter to date. And it 
was minus five and snowing hard 
with over 30 cm the last 24 hours. So 
much for spring skiing. Winter reigns 
on Mt Hood 

Mt Hood Meadows keeps the lifts 


: 


running through April and on week 

ends in May for the die-hards. Tim 

berline truly serves the hardcore set 
as the only year-round lift serviced ski 
area in North America, with a detach 
able quad at that. 

Built in the 1930s, Timberlin« 
Lodge (timberlinelodge.com) is a cla 
sic of the day, worthy of its place on 
the United States national Histor 
Register. Stone and timber rule. Se 
right at timberline (obviously), its win 
dows look out over the alpine to th« 
summit 1700 m above. 

Despite its attractive locale, in th 


Jump into the Wild West at Sunshine Village — 


FALL LINES 


HART GOLBECK 


= 
S hart@yveweekly.com 


Although Delirum Dive has been open for 
several months, until recently snow condi- 
tions have prevented Sunshine Village 
operations from opening its other extreme 
freeriding terrain. Last weekend, after a 
few more centimetres in the right areas 
and a confirmed stable snow pack, the 
gates of Wild West Freeride Zone were 
opened. Located on Goat's Eye Mountain, 
this terrain is not for the faint of heart, fea- 
turing three major rock-walled couloirs, 
steep crevices and cliffs including some 
over 30 metres. Just like Delirium Dive, 
there are some entry rules that are manda- 
tory for all. You must be an expert skier or 
boarder equipped with a working ave- 


lanche transegiver, a shovel and a partner 
with the same equipment. For those of you 
just looking, have a gander up Goat's Eye 
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late ‘60s the owners scrambled for 
cash. They even set up a storefront in 
Portland to sell off the original furni- 
ture. Video games populated the lobby. 
Distressed by the state of things, the 
Konstamm family bought the operation 
and began a long-term renovation. 
Today Timberline Lodge, from the blan- 
kets on the beds to the dishes in the 
dining room, expresses the thoughtful- 
ness and glory of the finer points of ski 
life in its early days. Stepping in the 
door is stepping back in time. 

Skiing Oregon in the spring is a 
treat. There is so much more than ski- 
ing. The snow softens and becomes 
arippy at noon or so. At that point, 
drop off the mountain and head into 
Hood River (hoodriver.org). One of the 
fruit growing centers of North Ameri- 
ca, in April the orchards lie in pink 
and white blanket on the way into 
town. 

The wind builds in the morning and 
by the time the snow is soft, it will be 
nuking on the river. The windsurfing 
is epic. If you don’t windsurf, there are 
plenty of schools to get you ripping in 
no time. 


Kiteboarding recently arrived on 
the scene. Stevenson (cityofsteven- 
son.com), just down the river on the 
Washington side, is a friendlier spot 
for boarding. The river is wider, the 
wind steadier and the launch easier. 
At the end of the day, two easy blocks 
from the launch, the Walking Man 
Pub waits. Walking Man Brewing 
(walkingmanbrewing.com) wins 
awards at every beer festival they 
enter. The beer’s exceptional, the 
food's great and the company friendly. 

Or head over to Horsethief Bluff, a 
half-hour drive to the east of Hood 
River and climb. Literally miles of 
short basalt cliffs offer climbs for 
every ability. 

Or ride. The mountain biking is 
epic. Fernie, my home, is renowned 
for mountain biking. Hood 
River/Stevenson offer every bit the 
terrain and single tracks of Fernie 
with 10 per cent of the riders. And 
none of the bears. 

As a late season ski destination to 
dull the jones, few locations offer the 
variety of Mt Hood. It’s not just skiing 
anymore. It’s a life. vw 
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Nauman and Viola keep the humanity in their video projections 
CELEBRATED AMERICANS HIGHLIGHT SERIES OF SHOWS REFLECTING MODERN ART AND MODERNISM 


AMY FUNG / amy@vueweekly.com 

he incessant drill of Bruce Nau- 

man’s “Raw Material OK OK 

OK” (1990), part of the AGA’s 
Bruce Nauman and Bill Viola show, 
is beyond irresistible. Try as you may, 
but its feverish entanglement of the 
disyllabic “OK OK OK” is delivered 
with a looping mechanic formality 
that does not lose its human comedy. 
There are variations in tones and 
deliveries, and the contextual mean 
ing of “OK” gets left behind the longer 
you engage, but Nauman does not 
lose the human presence within a 
myriad of technology. 

A projection-based work with a 
definitive sculptural element, “Raw 
Material OK OK OK" is as much a per- 
formance as it is sound art. As the 
next contemporary American artist to 
represent the United States at the 
Venice Biennial, Nauman has created 
a vast body of “Raw Material” audio 
works that include equally incessant 
and brilliant pieces “Work Work” and 
“Thank you.” The bareness of the 
components in “OK OK OK"—the bod- 
iless artist spinning, the recital of 
“OK" set to a loop—conjures a viscer- 
al barrage that externalizes an experi 
ence that preexists rather than 
alluding to the creation of a new 
experience. The physical spiraling of 
the artist echoes the perpetual loop of 
the work, and it is “the loop” that 
attempts to finish what Nauman does- 
n't ever intend to complete, and that 
is setting a finite experience of time 
and meaning. (One could only have 
wished for a lengthier exhibition 
space to encapsulate the cavernous 
echo and to not trip over fellow 


<X | LWT SUH JUN 
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BILL VIOLA 

FEATURING “RAW MATERIAL OK DK OK” BY NAU- 
MAN, “THE REFLECTING POOL” BY VIDLA 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (10230 JASPER AVE) 


patrons pressed against the entrance.) 

As a work of video projection, Nau- 
man exploits the essence of video, and 
by extended lineage, cinematic formali- 
ties. A time- and light-based art that lit- 
erally throws our shadows and demons 
against the wall, cinema and in turn, 
video art, share an ingrained ability to 
phenomenologically tantalize a captive 
audience. Rapture through the syn- 
chronization of a constructed image 
and sound has been formally discussed 
as that cinematic experience often pre- 
scribed as cinephilia, and there is an 
undeniable kinship between the early 
American experimental filmmakers 
such as Stan Brakhage and Paul Sharit 
in the 1950s that lends itself to the evo- 
lution of video art as relevant contem 
porary art in the ‘70s 


IN PALE COMPARISON, siti viola's “The 


Reflecting Pool” is certainly more 
meditative. A sad replacement for the 
originally scheduled “He Weeps For 
You,” “The Reflecting Pool" is a very 
early example of Viola's engagement 
with multiple perceptions. The cycle 
of life is suggested, and Viola's life 
long interest in water begins, but the 
curiosity in the technology overshad- 
ows the human sentiments. Known 
widely for rendering the tender 
moment of emotion, Viola, very much 
like Nauman, does not lose the 


human essence through their use of 
technology. Although “The Reflecting 
Pool" does not quite have the same 
affect as Viola's more celebrated body 
of work, it reveals a rare glimpse into 
the evolution of his emotive video art 
Complimenting the Canadian-cen- 
tric “Projections” exhibit with two 
American artists that arguably attract 
far greater international recognition, 
it can only be garnered that new 


media art still needs to be spoon fed 
on the local front to gain greater 
prominence. FAVA is questionable in 
its identity as a new media centre, 
though all signs would point to its 
foundation as potentially so’ The 
importance in establishing and recog- 
nizing the importance of new media 
art is more than to just keep up with 
the times, but to diversify our insular 
definition of art. Video work is intrin- 


sically adaptable to cross borders ani 
in turn, engage in a larger networ! 
that can at once be local in conte! 
and international in scope. Tradition! 
forms of visual art will never die, bu! 
the influence of the moving-ima; 
has been informing artistic practic 
since its inception into the ma 
stream nearly a century ago, and 
time we as audiences, artists a 
institutions stop resisting. ¥ 


Projections plays with light, layers and flickering meaning 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f here came a point when so 
| many museums and gal- 
leries were showing projec- 
tion-based works as a regular part of 
their programming, it reached a criti- 
cal mass, requiring a history to look at 
where it started and why it was rele- 
vant,” explains Barbara Fischer. 

A glimmer of Projections had 
danced in the University of Toronto 
based curator’s mind since the mid 
1980s, when it became clear a survey 
of the medium was needed to exam- 
ine how film, video and slide tech- 
nologies were being incorporated into 
the practices of two generations of 
artists. Fischer’s background was in 
installation, and she was intrigued by 
the possibilities projection offered that 


=< | UNTILSUN JUNE 


= | PROJECTIONS 
CURATED BY BARBARA fISCHER 


branch of art. While even the most 
challenging experimental film was 
still essentially a passive experience 
for the viewer, projection transformed 
installation into something funda 

mentally different, layering another 
reality overtop an immediate physical 
environment and creating a more 
immersive encounter 

Berlin's Hamburger Bahnhof Muse 

um produced a sprawling internation- 
al overview of projection-based works 
over the winter of 2006/07, and Fis- 
cher realized Projections shortly after 

wards, mounting a multi-site 
exhibition in Toronto that concentrat- 


ed on Canadian artists, tracing the lin- 
eage from the earliest pieces to the 
work of recent practitioners 

The original version of Projections 
was more expansive than what's pos 
sible in the AGA’s space. Fisher 
responded to the restrictions by 
favouring key historic pieces, severa 
of which have never before been seen 
in the city, grouping them roughly 
chronologically and linking them the 
matically, providing a glimpse of the 
development of media as medium 
and material 


FISCHER TAKES US on a journey that 
begins with the manipulation of light 
with the first tentative steps into the 
medium mimicking or distorting time 
and space. Sunlight rises and falls in 


both Jan Carr-Harris’ and Gar Smith's 
pieces in pattems as cyclical as breath 
ing; both are travelogues of light. Two 
works by Michael Snow show his 
puckish investigations of gaze and 
interpretation, bombardments of 
imagery or action that are almost psy- 
choanalytic (bonus: full frontal Joyce 
Wieland and naturally bushy bush, 
from when women weren't expected 
to be hairless like a schoolgirl) 

The projection becomes dioramic 
in Wyn Geleynse’s frantic gerbil-like 
metaphor for diminished masculinity, 
while his heir David Hoffas constructs 
another of his elaborate dramatic 
tableaus (both are showstoppers) 
Some works are less installation than 
artifact, like photos of Krzysztof Wod 
iczko’s architectural manipulations or 


a Rodney Graham film canister, 
still add context to the show. 

Projected images have a haunt 
poeticism to them, whether moving 
still, abstract or representation 
pocket-sized or massive, narrative 
jumbled, colourful or in monoch: 
matic shades—they're like mirag¢ 
fantasies, dreams or hallucinatior 
They affect us viscerally because p" 
jection functions as a mirror of p¢ 
ception: we recognize them as kin + 
the broadcasts of our deepest sel\ 
the movies of our minds as we na! 
gate the world, internalizing a 
interpreting a malleable reality. 1 
greatest thrill in Projections is to s¢‘ 
the vernacular of consciousnes 
manipulated to serve as a shared a’ 
experience. v 
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imonton’s abiding 
viodernism—long 
lanet cons 


he ostentatious: 
cit representational 
iterpret or defend, 
be warded off with 


opaq ; ‘theoretical jargon and it 
goes with the couch. Modernist paint- 
r d sculptures are usually mas- 
sive, and compensatory mass goes 
over wellin te land of sprawl malis, 
houses, all-you-can-eat buf- 


fets and oil-guzzling behemoths of 
the road. We even prefer our culture 
in big, festival-sized slabs. 

But seriously: why is it that decades 
after Modernism ceased to hold sway 
as a current movement in London and 
New York, it still punches above its 
weight in a Canadian prairie boom- 
town? 

Curator/cultural historian Anne 
Whitelaw delves into that crucial con- 
textual question with Seeing 
Through Modernism: Edmonton 
1970-1985. Divided into two spa- 
cious rooms, the exhibition explores 
the local ascension and entrenchment 
of the genre while also looking at the 
reaction it provoked in local artists 
whose work didn’t fit the Modernist 


<X | UT SIH MATA 
= THROUGH 


= | SEEING 
MODERNISM 
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mould. This polarization, enabled by 
the two largest visual arts institutions 
in the city—the U of A and the AGA— 
still exerts pressure on our art scene. 
The topic is the elephant in any 
weighty discussion of the history of art 
in Edmonton, whether in print (Mary- 
Beth Laviolette’s books are particularly 
informative) or in exhibitions. AGA 
Assistant Curator/Public Programs 
Director Marcus Miller, newly arrived 
from Montréal, dealt with Modernism 
elliptically and playfully in his first 
show for the gallery, last year's FLAT, 
drawing a connection to iibercritic 
Clement Greenberg's repeated visits to 
Edmonton (at a time when his power 
was waning at home in New York). 


SEEING THROUGH MODERNISM has its 
roots In other exhibitions: Whitelaw, 
who came from Montréal in 1999 to 
teach at the U of A, curated an AGA 
show a couple years ago tracing the 
collecting focus of the gallery's direc- 
tors throughout its history. She 
noticed a shift in the 1960s towards 
acquiring Modernist pieces—a daring 
aesthetic position for a public gallery 
at that junction of time and place. Her 


curiosity was also piqued when she 
realized her students had little 
grounding in genres outside Mod- 


ernism’s scope (much of Projections is 


contemporaneous to Seeing Through 
Modernism, and worth comparison), 
and she wondered how such a specif- 
ic aesthetic focus became the domi- 
nant discourse in the city. 


Whitelaw’s scholarly specialty is 
integral to the framing of the exhibi- 
tion: “Looking at connections between 
institutions and art practices is impor- 


tant to see how they work together 


I'm not engaging with Modernism so 
much as with the institution,” she 


Mile Zero has the Ki 


SHEARY DAWN KETTLE / sherry@vueweokly.com 


; dancers sit beside a heap 
of 20 or 30 sticks piled on the 
floor of Mile Zero Dance’s tiny 


office, watching a video of them- 

selves in a dance that casts dark 

“shadows against a translucent, 
bright-coloured eliptical background. 

Gerry Morita, Theresa Dextrase 

and Eryn Tempest, along with a 

| crew of designers and technicians, 

have just returned from a three-day 

preduction residency at the Banff 

Centre where the stunning video 

Was created as they worked on a 

complex lighting design involving 

shadow | 


Puppetry. 

. But there are no actual puppets in 
this new work, titled Ki. It’s the 
dancers themselves who make the 
suas moving with a slow, 
st Pace to prevent the sticks, 
sometimes balanced on their heads, 
from tor over. 

It sounds strange but looks beau- 
= and even Morita laughs about 

“We were exploring a variety of 
movement images, so we just got all 
the sticks and started doing things 
with them,” she says. “We ended up 
doing ballet with sticks on our heads.” 
__ The measured, steady movement 
is hypnotizing and exotic, reminis- 
cent of tai chi or Japanese dance. Fit- 
tingly, then Ki is the Japanese word 
for tree, although the sticks them- 
selves are from a Saskatchewan 
farm where Morita’s father gathered 
Up a truckload and sent them to her. 


THE DANCE PIECE takes a look at 


what would happen if trees became 
an endangered species and were, 
therefore very rare. 

“They become precious objects to 
the point that they become status 
symbols. People wear tree hats to be 
cool,” she says of what happens with 
some of the trees in the piece. 

Morita also uses the work to 
address social concerns about our 
inability to do anything meaningful 
to save not only trees, but also the 
environment. 

"People are not empowered to be 
able to change, and as a result, the 
world has come up with some 
absurd rituals that are completely 
ineffective with saving the planet,” 


== 


= PRESENTED BY MILE ZERD DANCE 

CL. | WESTHURY THEATRE, TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
(10330 - 84 AVE) 
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Morita explains, pointing out that 
the dance piece is also an example 
of the type of absurd rituals people 
have adopted. “Will just doing a bal- 
let with trees on your head change 
the world or stop clear cutting? 
“We're hoping to get people to sim- 
ply look at dance as a living, breath- 
ing art form, and to give them a really 
overall art experience,” she adds. “Ki 
is like a piece of visual art, but with a 
pulse and a breath and movement.” w 
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explains. “The majority of peoples’ art 
experiences are mediated—we 
encounter art through museums, art 
history texts, classes, artist-run cen- 
tres; our encounters with artwork hap 
pen through institutions. I'm trying to 
figure out how that happens and why 
that happens. More importantly, that 
Story needs to be told.” 

Seeing Through Modernism certainly 
elucidates this history, using Whitelaw’s 
intensive research into the governing 
minutiae of the AGA and alternative 
vehicles for local artists (Latitude 53, 
SNAP) to illuminate events and person 
alities that shaped our city’s cultural 


landscape. Decoupling Modernism 
from its overarching philosophy and 
Parsing its meaning in a regional con- 
text lets us critically examine the legacy 
of the choices made by People heading 
our local art institutions 
Whitelaw’s contribution to our col- 
lective understanding is far from con- 
demnatory—she shows beauties in 
both the Modernist realm (like Phillip 
Darrah’s gorgeous Paperwork “Flut- 
ter” and Joseph Drapell’s majestic 
“Young Earth") and in co-existing and 
reactionary genres (Manwoman’s hip- 
pie drawings; an enigmatic kinetic 
chrome egg). Yet there’s something 
disconcerting in the way our city’s 
aesthetic character was hijacked to 
serve as a time capsule for mid-20th 
century Big Art values 
And the influence still lingers, evi- 
dent even in the contours of the forth- 
coming AGA building. Our public 
gallery, by definition, belongs to all of 
us. What are we collecting now? Does 
it reflect our plurality, or are we still in 
thrall to the polarized template of the 
past? vw 
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Bunting looks for faces 
in Cambodian tragedy 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sharry@vueweekly.com 


wall of light emerges through 
white curtains in a downtown 
studio as six dancers move 


slowly towards it, some-falling to the 
floor in a smooth, gliding motion. The 
others reach back to touch them, 
stretch upwards and continue to move 
towards the windows 

Although they're rehearsing for 
choreographer Heidi Bunting’s new 
work, Everything Has a Face, only 
their backs are visible as we watch 
them 

"Front is whichever direction 
you're facing,” explains Bunting, 
quoting modern dance pioneer 
Merce Cunningham, whose work has 
Strongly influenced her choreogra- 
phy. As with Cunningham’s, the ele- 
ment of chance is a major factor in 
Bunting’s creations, and as a result 
the dancers move in and out of one 
another's worlds. 

“There's not a lot of unison in my 
work; | call it poly-attentive,” Bunting 
explains. “I like to believe the audi- 
ence has to be coerced or forced into 
making a choice as to what they see 
I'm not laying it out there for them, 
as if only one thing's happening. 
Maybe if you see it twice, you'll see 
two different dances. I've had many 
people tell me that. 

"It's very geometric,” she continues. 
“The spatial relationships combine 
with the flow of movement—tt's all 
about dovetailing and how they weave 
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EVERYTHING HAS A FACE 
PRESENTED BY BUNTING ARE 

TIMMS CENTRE FORTHE ARTS (87 AVE &112S1 
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in and out, like the cedar waxwings 
that we have in Edmonton.” 


DESPITE THIS uplifting description, 


the piece was inspired by a Cambo- 
dian museum, a schoolhouse used 
by Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge to house 
prisoners in the 1970s. The work is 
named for the victims’ photographs, 
which now cover the building's 
walls, and for their skulls, very care- 
fully placed on display in the nearby 
killing fields. But the work itself is 
not morose, Bunting takes a positive 
approach—it’s about hope and light 
within the prison. 

“The windows had shutters with 
louvers and the light would shine 
through and would make a pattern on 
the floor. And I loved that light,” she 
says. “I believe in South East Asia you 
can actually see the particles of light. 
It has a very golden hue to it. That 
light offered the prisoners inside a 
sense of the world outside. And it 
gave them hope, because there was- 
n't a lot of hope. It allowed the people 
who were there to tell the time of day, 
to sense the passing of time. 

“So that’s what this piece is 
about,” she adds. “Containment and 
light and, of course, the dancing.” wv 
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until the time he Clasps his hands 
‘and looks skyward. Once he 
uttering a prayer for the home- 
less, though, Homeless, the one-man 
play he wrote and stars in descends 
to a level of maudlin sentimentality 
best reserved for fridge magnets. 
Fortunately for the play, this is the 
absolutely last thing that happens, 
ee though it leaves a sour, 
maltzy aftertaste, it’s not enough 
to erase what Baumung accomplish- 
es during the rest of his hour on 
stage. Pulled from his own experi- 
ences working at the George Spady 
Centre, Homeless is as much a testa- 
ment to his abilities as an actor as it 
is a moving and sympathetic portray- 
al of the life of people on the street. 
What makes the ending even 
more frustrating is the fact that the 
rest of the play works so well pre- 
cisely because Baumung avoids 
much inthe way of excess through- 
out, preferring instead to present 
these people simply as they are, 
pock-marked physically and spiritu- 
ally, occasionally helpless, frequently 
hopeless, but posessed of a quiet 
resilience, albeit one that would be 
quick to dwindle without the pres- 
ence of the Centre. His portraits are 
so affecting precisely because he 
does not force our perspective on 
them, instead just letting them stand 
in front of us and leaving us to draw 


WRITTEN & PERFORMED BY JEREMY BAUMUNG 
LNG ROOM PLAYHUSE(11315- 106 AE SIO 


our own conclusions on the people 
he brings to life. 


SOMEWHAT tess successful is when 
Baumung injects himself directly into 
the script, relating his own experi- 
ences and wondering what makes 
him so different from the people he 
admits every night at the Centre. His 
account of his own brief flirtation 
with meth—the George Spady is 
specifically for people with addic- 
tions—is meant to suggest that we're 
only a few small choices away from 
a similar life to the people here, and 
while it’s an admirable attempt to 
engender sympathy, it comes off 
more as white liberal guilt, an 
attempt to draw parallels between 
his own socially cozy life and people 
who have been fairly relentlessly 
beat down by society, their family 
and their own conscience. 

Luckily Baumung keeps these to a 
minimum, by and large letting the 
comings and goings of the charac- 
ters, and their abject humanity, 
build our sympathies for them. And 
so long as he leaves us to come to 
our own conclusions, Baumung 
succeeds. v 


‘Simpsons and Shakespeare, 
Rick Miller's managed to find a pret- 
ty big happy medium with 
MacHOMER, his wyrd, one-man 
hybrid of the two, Now into its 12th 
year of casual touring, the play’s 
been performed for audiences across 
three continents, and used as an 
educational tool to get students 
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BASED ON THE PLAY BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
ee ARTS BARNS (101330 - 84 AVE), 


interested in Shakespeare—not bad 
for an idea that Miller explains was 
simply a Macbeth cast party joke, 
dreamt up while he was playing 
Murderer #2 back in 1994. 

MacHOMER's even received the 
“whoo-hoo!” of approval from the 
Simpsons’ creators themselves, who 
Miller met during the show’s first 
international fringe stop in Edin- 
burgh years ago. 

"They were very, very encourag- 
ing; they could've really been pricks, 
but they were so generous with 
what I was doing,” he laughs. “Matt 
Groening shook my hand. He said, ‘I 
hear it’s very funny, I haven't seen it, 
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send me a video, and I'll see what I 
can do to help Fox encourage you, in 
a way, and not to shut you down.” 
With that endorsement, any legal 
spots that could’ve ended 
MacHOMER's reign of yearly tours 
dissolved. Since those earlier days, 
the show's grown, changing from a 
more humble, Fringe-y endeavour— 
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O rAnGe F ee Water! 


Reserve Tickets at 433.3399 


“it had two lights: red for evil, white 
for not,” Miller laughs about the ini- 
tial run—to a fleshed out, fully Shake- 
spearean production of the play. 


IT’S NOT MILLER'S ONLY GIG, bur 


although he’s currently working on 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 
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directed by WAYNE paquette 


Designer Stage Manager Producer 
MIKE Takats THERESA Kind JOHN Sproule 


April 08 ~ 09 Preview 8pm - Tues through Sat 
19Opening 2pm ~ Matinees Sat & Sun 
2 for 1 Tuesday ~ April 15 


THE VARSCONA THEATRE 


10329 83 Avenue 


APRIL 8 ~ APRIL 19 2008 | 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette cree une tres 
forte dependance. 


APR 10-APR 16,2008 = 


LUni’s production of Einstein works in either official language 


PAUL BLINOV / blinev@vueweekly.com 
‘have to confess: I can barely speak a 
word of French. What few sentences 
I'm capable of stringing together are 
nonsense, a random scattering of 
nouns I remember from elementary 
school—something to the incompre- 


hensible tune of le pomme et un bib- ~ 


liotechque est bien. So French theatre is 
impossibly off-limits to me, the forbid- 
den fruit that I’m unable to even com- 
prehend, let alone taste or draw 
intelligent thought from. 

But taking inspiration from the 
cross-language successes of a sister 
company in Toronto, L'Uni Theatre 
has extended le olive branch to peo- 
ple like me, subtitling select perform- 
ances of Le Cadeau du Einstein in 
English by projecting the lines up on 
one side of the stage—a concept that, 
although a little shaky in its first-time 
execution, holds great promise for the 
unilingual chumps like me experienc- 


= 


UNTIL SUN, APA 13 (8 PM) 
(ENGLISH SUBTITLES ON FRULAPR 1; SUM APA 13) 


LE Pe D'EINSTEIN 


RECTED BY DAMIEL COUR 
WRITTEN BY VERN THIESSEN 
TRANSLATED BY MANON BEAUDDIN 
STARRING MANUEL SINOR, MIREILLE MOQUIN, 
GILLES POULIN-DENIS, BERNARD SALVA 
LACITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 ST), 16-28 


ing the francophone side of theatre. 
Einstein's Gift, while featuring the 
titular genius, actually focuses on the 
struggles of another man: Fritz Haber 
(Manuel Sinor), the brilliant German 
chemist whose real-life work on syn- 
thesizing nitrogen in the air into fertil- 
izers earned him the Nobel Prize. But 
that little decal often gets overshad- 
owed by his other, more notorious, 
contributions to the world: Chlorine 
gas and Zyklon B, an insecticide used 


INTRODUCING THE | 
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 


ADMINISTRATION IN 


by the Nazis in concentration camps. 
We get to follow—with surprising 

clarity, given the language barrier—his 

conversations with Einstein (Bernard 


ENTERPRISE MANAGEMENT. 


Where the classroom meets the boardroom. 


lf you dream of being a successful business professional, the BBA-EM degree 


from the JR Shaw School of Business will give you the theory, instruction, and real 


world experience you need to take your vision and make it a reality. With full-time, 


part-time, and online learning options, we can help you find the program that fits 


your schedule. And if you already have a business diploma or degree, you may be 


eligible to enter as a Year 3 student. 


Now accepting applications for Fall 2008. Call 780-471-8874 or visit nait.ca/BBA to learn more 
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Salva), the women he met and loved 
and his struggle to make science appli- 
cable to saving lives, when his country 
wanted it for more insidious purposes. 


THE DUO OF LEADING MALES shoulder 
their historically weighted roles well. 
Sinor creates an excellent Haber, nicely 
arcing through confidence and frustra- 
tion, and evoking both sympathy and 
disgust as he attempts to use his chem- 
ical knowledge to save loves, only to 
have it backfire when he lacks the 
spine to oppose his country’s wishes. 

His banter with Einstein is well done, 
a tribute to both Vern Thiessen's 
award-winning script and the actor's 
interpretations of it; even with my eyes 
racing up to projected words and back 
down to watch the actor’s expressions, 
the emotion of their interactions were 
clear and easy to follow, from playful 
banter to heated arguments. 

The subtitles, projected on one side 


of the thrust stage, worked out we) 
though there were a few natura| 
bumps along its maiden voyage: occa 
sionally, -dialogue remaineg 
unchanged for far too long for wha: 
was projected on the screen, or go; 
caught up in a frantic moment, whip. 
ping on and off the screen at difficult 
to-follow speeds. Also, in the few 
moments that Einstein’s Gift actual|y 
gets into scientific jargon, it’s unfortu- 
nately at this speedy pace; the technj- 
cal terms might roll off the tongue, bu 
they were overwhelming at the speed 
they flashed up on the screen at. 

But those little mistakes felt more 
like first show jitters than genuine 
faults, and the show as a whole is a 
strong piece of theatre that's easy to 
understand via subtitles. With a little bit 
of experience in pacing, L'Uni Theatre 
could find their audiences swelling with 
theatre-goers who speak either o/ 
Canada’s official languages. w 


Winter of our discontent 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

Il of the diplomacy, violence 
A war that a royal family 

goes through in the name of 
its country can pale in comparison to 
the politics, bitter spats and intrigue 
that happen within bloodlines. The 
Walterdale's production of The Lion 
in Winter explores such regal family 
feuding by examining the Planta- 
genets, one of Britain’s real monar- 
chies, in a fictitious scenario. 

At Christmas of 1183, King Henry, 
having yet to declare his heir to the 
throne, finds his house filled with 
plotting by his three sons, daughter 
and wife, who create, swap and 
tear down alliances in their quest 
for power 

“When you're dealing with four 
brothers and a sister, one is aware 
of alliances and friendships and so 
on, and one is closer with certain 
family members than others,” direc- 
tor Alex Hawkins explains. “There 
seems to be a rivalry among the 
three brothers in general, but at dif- 
ferent times one of the brothers will 
ally with another against the third, 
and different combinations of that.” 

It was the strength and size of the 
ensemble piece that originally drew 
Hawkins to James Goldman's Tony- 
nominated script. While not over- 
stuffed with characters, The Lion in 
Winter has all seven of them giving 
and taking the spotlight, instead of 
falling into the more usual protago- 
nist-supporting characters-antago- 
nist format. 

“I've directed several plays that 
are very large cast, and I wanted to 
direct a play with smaller cast and 
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THE LION IN WINTER 

WAITEN BY JAMES GOLOMAN 

DIRECTED BY ALEX HANKS 

STARRING JAM STREADER, KIERAN CALLAGHAN 
WATE RATS C2 
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tighter construction, because it's a 
challenge for me,” he explains. “Usu 
ally, you get a play with a smaile: 
cast like this, and one character 's 
the star, and the other characters are 
supporting [them]. But that’s not the 
way this play works. We've got seven 
characters, all of whom have strong 
scenes with several of each other ir 
different combinations.” 


THOUGH THESE historical character: 
play out fictional scenes, their inter 
bickering isn’t completely unfound- 
ed—the trio of brothers really did vic 
for their father’s throne back in the 
day. And though murder and revo! 
might not be present in typical fami 
ly’s relationship—except, perhaps on 
a particularly cutthroat family game 
night—the little personal alliance: 
that rise and fall are very real in a") 
family dynamic. 

“It sort of obeys the rule of three 
never have three children, never pu! 
three people on the team, never pv 
three people together to do a task 
because you'll always get two again: 
one,” he explains, “In this play, you 
have these three boys vying agains! 
each other for the affection of thei’ 
mother, the affection of their fathe! 
for advantage. | think it can pertain ‘© 
any family.” v 


your cheating heart: Orange Flower 


Water gets under the skin of an affair: 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
ZS Wayne Paquette has many 
strengths as a director—not the 
| least of which is a sharply intelli- 
gent but casually affable nature that 
comes out whether or not he's running 
scene suggestions by you—one of his 
biggest talents to date has been picking 
scripts. With Blarney Productions—the 
company he co-founded three years 
ago with acting veteran John Sproule— 
he has brought Edmonton’s Fringe 
some of its sharpest, most refreshing 
plays of the last few years, from the 
meta-character ruminations of Afterplay 
to the piercing humanity of The Christ- 
ian Brothers (both of which garnered 
Paquette Outstanding Director Ster- 
lings) to the swirling relationship drama 
of last year’s Madagascar, Paquette has 
ensured that Blarney is synonymous 
with thoughtfully provocative modern 

theatre. 

That trend continues with his first 
foray on to the seasonal mainstages, 
Craig Wright's Orange Flower 
Water. Following an extramarital 
affair as it inches inexorably towards 
hitting the light of day, the play is a 
slow-burning, incisive look at the 
consequences of relationships on the 
people in them, a play more visceral 
and ambiguous than most that come 
across Edmonton's stages. 

For his part, Paquette is glad to be 
bringing something that pushes peo- 
ple out of their comfort zones in the 
theatre, something he freely admits— 
somewhat anachronistically for some- 
one as, if not exactly meek, then 
certainly reserved as Paquette—has 
been a goal of his since he and 
Sproule first got Blarney going. 

“There's stuff in this play that I don't 
think people have seen a lot of,” he 
says with an earnest thoughtfulness, 
though he also stresses that, as much 
as it approaches them differently, the 
play deals with familiar ideas and 
themes. “I definitely relate to the strug- 


another project—a colossal, collgbo- 
rative nine hour epic production enti- 
led Lipsynch—he's still content to 
take MacHOMER out on the road a 
few times a year. 

“| think MacHOMER captures a bit of 
a spirit of Shakespeare that a lot of pro- 
ductions I’ve seen don’t have,” he 
explains, “A lot of people don’t really 
realize [it], but Shakespeare 400 years 
@g0 was popular culture. He was what 
people would talk about, as opposed to 
what was on TV last night. He just was- 
mt the kind of guy who people would 
look at with this awe and reverence. 

“[Shakespeare's work] was down 
and dirty, it was a rowdy environ- 
ment, and it was much more like a 
Production of MacHOMER than the 
kind of environment where I've seen 
Shakespeare, which is often very 
quiet, theatre where people don't 
really understand anything, and they 
clap politely." w 
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ORANGE FLOWER WATER 
DVRECTED BY WAVE PAQUETTE 

WAITEN BY CRAIG WRIGHT 

STARRING JESSE GERVAIS TWILLA MACLEOD 
TRACY PENNER, MARK STUBBINGS 
VARSCOMA THEATRE (1309-83 AVE) 15/520 
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gles of the characters—which is how | 
usually pick plays, actually. These are 
people sitting on the cusp of childhood 
and adulthood, and the play really 
looks at what that brings, and how 
people look at you when you're at that 
point, and what it means to become 
respected and responsible.” 


DEALING WITH lire’s ‘inescapable 


changes seems to be a theme particu- 
larly close to Paquette’s heart, from 
Afterplay’s displaced theatrical charac- 
ters to Christian Brothers’ troubled 
priest. In Orange Flower Water, that 
change is explored through the affair 
carried on by David (Jesse Gervais) 
and Beth (Tracey Penner); as much as 
it is a meditation on love and inter- 
personal relationships, it's also an 
exploration of increasing responsibili- 
ty, as the toll the affair takes on their 
day relationships begins to weigh on 
them, and they're forced to face the 


os “A 


consequences of a choice that, 
despite more standard morality, might 
actually be the right one to make. 

For Paquette, this is a poignant dis- 
section of the choices we all have to 
make as we grow up and (presumably) 
become more responsible: eventually 
we have to come to terms with the fact 
Our choices affect other people, and 
not always in the way we'd like. 

“I think hurting people is something 
we don’t want to do, but it just happens: 
as much as you want to be a good per- 
son and make the right choices, ulti- 
mately you have to make choices for 
yourself, you have to look out what's 
best for you,” he explains. “It’s messy, 
and nothing in life is easy choices, but 
it's all about your choices, in the end 

“You choose this and it's going to 
lead down this road, and if you go 
down that road, you're going to be 
hurting people,” Pageutte continues. 
“Everyone in the play gets to a place of 
learning something new. They get to a 
place where they go, ‘I've made choic 
es for myself, but I have a responsibility 
to other people, | accept other people.’ 
There is a cause and effect: you have to 
look after other people, sometimes they 
need that. That's a big thing about 
accepting responsibility, and it’s not an 
easy choice at all.” v 


“The Mind's Eye” ~ Shirley Cordes-Rogozinsky 
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Opening Saturday, April 12th, 2-5 PM, Artist in Attendance 
Exhibit runs through May 7th 
“May J express in pigment that which | feel in my soul.”. 


26 St. Anne Street « St. Albert, AB « Phone: 459-3679 * www.artbeat.ab.ca 


WHAT CAN $25 BUY? 


You don’t get much bang for your buck at the grocery 
store, But when you donate to HIV Edmonton, your $25 
stretches to perform some amazing feats: 


* Educate and support people living with HIV and AIDS. 
* Supply condoms and health services to prevent HIV. 

+ Break down the barriers of stigma and discrimination. 
* Transform lives. 


Adding a monthly donation of $25 to your shopping list 
Won't make a dent in your cart. But it will make a huge 
difference in our community. 


Please donate to the HIV Network of Edmonton Society 
by visiting CanadaHelps.org today. ' 
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LEE FUND FOR THE ARTS 
2008 GRANT INFORMATION 


In 2008, the Lee Fund will invest in Edmonton's creative community 
by providing funding for community arts projects which are described 
as collarborations between professional artists and a distinct 

community. 


Previously, the Lee Fund provided grants for the creation and/or 
development of new works in any artistic discipline and/or engaging 
children and youth in the arts. Applications for projects in these areas 
will be accepted in 2008. Starting 2009, the Lee Fund will be 
exclusively for community arts projects. 


DEADLINE MAY ‘st, 2008 


Visit the grants section of the Edmonton Arts Council wesbite for your 
application form at www.edmontonarts.ab.ca. 


Contact the Edmonton Arts Council for more information. 
PH: (780) 424-2787 or EM: Istalker@edmontonarts.ab.ca 


mile zero dance presents 
8pm April 10-12, 2008 


$18 MZD Members 

$22 non-members 
Tickets: at the Door (cash only) 
call 424-1573 to reserve 


APR 10th-12th 
Choreography: Gerry Morita 
Visual/Shadow Images: Eva Colmers 


or in advance at Dancers: 
Tix on the Square 420-1757 Gerry Morita, Theresa Dextrase, 
. ; and Eryn Tempest 
aren pe, nus Music: Mark Templeton : 
| Lighting Design: Lee Anholt 
For Information: Design: 
www.milezerodance.com Guido Tondino and Victoria Zimski 
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424-1573 Poster Design: poco 
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Amis sifts through the rubble of 9/1 | 


<|HOPSCOTCH 


= JOSEF BRAUN 
Oo | hopscotch@vueweekly.com 


If the numerous figures wrangled together 
under the big top of global intelligentsia, 
certain novelists among them, desire to 
distinguish their two cents from the clam- 
our of collective pocket change, it mightn’t 
hurt to allow themselves to change their 
minds now and then, or at least develop 
their positions through time and experi- 
ence, however subjective or limited that 
experience may be. If his various oppo- 
nents have any single bone to pick with 
Noam Chomsky, for example, it’s that he 
appears to have the same response to 
everything. For many of us not graced with 
similar certainty, there's something persua- 
sive about thinkers who make some 
attempt to regularly tend to their thoughts, 
to bring to their ideas a sort of narrative 
that we can track, a path we can follow 
and perhaps more easily identify with. 

Tuming the development of political con- 
victions into narrative seems to be the 
underlying point of The Second Plane: 
September 11: Terror and Boredom 
(Knopf, $29.95), the new collection of previ- 
ously published writing by Martin Amis 
addressing, through essay, fiction and book 
or film criticism, the new challenges of life 
after that fateful “day of de-Enlighten- 
ment.” Arranged in chronological order, the 
last entry written only last September, the 
pieces convey something of Amis’s 
wrestling with man’s capacity for darkness, 
violence, tedium and self-delusion, all 
themes that, were it not for 9/11, would 
otherwise signal just another day at the 
office for the author of London Fields, 
Time's Arrow and Koba the Dread: Laughter 
and the Twenty Million. Okay, “wrestling” 
may be too fraught a term —Amis, as 
always, never sweats all that much under 
the heatlamp of heavy consideration— but 
he does in fact think out loud and articulate- 
ly, resulting in a highly valuable read. 

In “The Second Plane,” written only a 
week after 9/11, Amis writes how for 
“thousands in the South Tower, the sec- 


ond plane meant the end of everything. 
For us, its glint was the worldflash of a 
coming future.” In “The Voice of the Lone- 
ly Crowd,” written in June 2002, the 
future begins to form a network of links 
to the past that were perhaps not so easi- 
ly discernable in 9/11's immediate after- 
math, and the links keep highlighting the 
role of religion. While Amis separates his 
stance from that of “humanist pit bulls” 
like Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion) 
and Christopher Hitchens (God is Not 
Great}—Amis is a humbly confessed 
agnostic, rather than a tough-talking 
atheist—he begins to examine what he 
sees as the fundamental dangers of reli- 
gion. And Amis being Amis, he’s not pre- 
occupied with niceties. 

“The twentieth century ... has been 
called the age of ideology. And the age of 
ideology, clearly, was a mere hiatus in the 
age of religion, which shows little sign of 
expiry. Since it is no longer permissible to 
disparage any single faith or creed, let us 
start disparaging all of them. To be clear: 
an ideology is a belief system with an 
inadequate basis in reality; a religion is a 
belief system with no basis in reality 
whatever. Religious belief is without rea- 
son and without dignity, and its record is 
near-universally dreadful ... if God exist- 
ed, and if he cared for humankind, he 
would never have given us religion.” 


AMIS MAKES some more refined distinc- 
tions in “Terror and Boredom: The Depen- 
dent Mind,” written in September 2006: 
between Muhammad, who.“no serious 
person could fail to respect,” and 
Muhammad Atta; between Islam, “the 
donor of countless benefits to mankind,” 
and Islamism, “a creedal wave that calls 
for our own elimination.” To be sure, 
Amis seems less concerned with excus- 
ing religious moderates from his attack 
on extremists than with directing our 
attention to the ways in which religious 
rhetoric, along with the new boredom of 
life burdened with arbitrary security 
measures, injects all post-9/11 powers 
with tacit permission to stop thinking. To 
put it another way, whichever side you're 
on, so long as God's on it, you're allowed 
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to be a bloodthirsty idiot. 

Amis has been taking a lot of flak fo, 
what some have deemed his hateful, ant- 
Islamic attitude, an accusation that, once 
you actually read his work, can be seen as 
just a form of media-based bullying, ar 
attempt to mob Amis into a corner, one 
cohabited by a truckload of right-wingers 
that would no doubt make for some rathe, 
uncomfortable chit-chat. Amis is openly 
hostile to the Bush administration—anoth. 
er house of destructive religious piety— 
and only friendlier to Blair by comparison 
He's hardly on side with the invasion of 
lraqg—see “The Wrong War"—but he’s 
willing to put things in some perspective 
He declares the invasion of Iraq was no 
“wholly dishonorable. 

“This is a more complicated, and more 
familiar, kind of tragedy. The Iraq Wa 
represents a giant contract, not just for 
Halliburton, but also for the paving com- 
pany called Good Intentions. A dramatic 
(and largely benign) expansion of Ameri 
can power seems to have been the gener- 
al goal; a dramatic reduction of America; 
power seems to be the general outcome 
Iraq is a divagation of what is ominous|y 
being called The Long War. To our largely 
futile losses in blood, treasure, and moral 
prestige, we add the loss in time; and 
time, too, is blood.” 

Amis may be going a little too far out of 
his way (benign?) to avoid being lumped 
with the camp of the ineffectual Left that 
welcomes conspiracy theorist pundits, but 
his perspective is far more nuanced than any 
voluble variation on “stuff happens.” Above 
all, Amis keeps his eye on a bottom line 
peopled with mass murderers, whose culpa 
bility can’t finally be diminished by argu 
ments of how the US had it coming 
Throughout The Second Plane, and perhaps 
most especially in the fiction pieces—one 
of which imagines the final days of 'Muham 
mad Atta, a story that functions nicely as a 
sort of companion piece to the alternating 
chapters in Don DeLillo’s Falling Man— 
Amis keeps coming back to the sheer banal- 
ity of sexually repressed, fleetingly inspire: 
evil, seeing nothing noble or righteous any- 
where in its vicinity, only something sad 

deadly and all too familiar. w 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY-EVERYTHING HAS A 
Ree eee Denes x ie its, Uh A 117 St 67 f° 


Dance, director. Heidi Bunting® 
Re Oe RAaUETS ome oancrnn Tha te 
Square, 420-1757 


ALFONSO DANZA CUBA-DIRECT FROM 
HAVANAT The Arden, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459- 
1542) * Cuban choreographer and composer, Lizt Alfonso 


. 16-17 ) * $45 at the Arden’s box office 459- 
tts, TekatNastr 


MILE ZERO DANCE COMPANY-40 Westbury Theatre, 
TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave © “Ki" (tree in 
Japanese), by Gerry Morita. Theresa Dextrase, Eryn 
Tempest, Mark Templeton, Linda Rubin, Eva Colmers, and 
Loe Anholt * Apr. 11-12 (pm) © $22/$18 (Mile Zero 
Dance members) at TIX on the Square 


ACADEMY- HT C ity Centre S 
‘ommunity Centre Santa 
Maria Goretti, 11050-90 St (777-6464) © Brazilian Dance, 
martial art and Mudanca Maracatu (drums) Fri, Apr, 18 
{Bpn) * $20 (advi/$25 {door)/$15 (student) at Capoeira 
Academy, Fatima’s Discount Food Store, 
Portuguese/Canadian Bakery, by phone at 777-6464 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St (488-6611) + 
CONTAINED-PROTECTION OR PRISON: until Apr, 19 # 
NIMAMA, Through the Wisdom of Our Grandmother's Hands, 
We Create a Beautiful Legacy for Our Children: Celebration of 
aboriginal women’s fine craft; until Apr. 19; artist demonstra- 
tions: until Ape 19 {Sat 1-3pm) © cag eS 
FUTURE 1S LATER: Glass artworks by Bee Kingdom, Phillip 
Bandura, Ryan Marsh Fairweather and Tim Belliveau; until 
Ape 12 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 10230 
deers ray ° pen eae! 10:30am-Spm, the 
10;30amn-Bpen (4-Spm free} Sat-Sun 11am-Spm * Grop-in 
Tours. Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) * SEEING 
THROUGH MODERNISM: EDMONTON 1970-1988: Until May 
4 fim 2-20, Fine Arts Building, U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave: 
Lecture by Aloald Nasgaard, as part of the Seeing Through 
The oath years of pret at Cree 19881989 fate 
The early of projection art in ,. 1988 featur 
ing Peat Michael Snow, David Hoffos and lan Carr- 
Harris; until June. * OK OK OK: The Reflecting Pool by Bill 
Viola, end Raw Material by Bruce Nauman early works by two 
of contemporary art's most Sle artists; until June 8 © 
Members roe: $10 (adultVS (senior/student); $5 (6- 
12yrs\/iree (5yrs and under\/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


Seed = Oper Tas apr by eporionet = NATESAL 
$632) © or intment * 7 
PNCTIORS Paint Scat hotin Ouellette and Mandy 
Espezel © NEW by ArtsHab residents * Until May 8 


CABINET GALLERY Nokomis Clothing, 10318-82 Ave (995 
8850) * Miniature artworks by Jeff Kulak, Jasaé Aubin 
Ovallette and Adam Waldron-Blain * Through April 


CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1560) ¢ THE RESCUE: Glass 
artworks i) Keith Walker, an installation of glass umbrel- 
jas * Until Apr. 30 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 
(461-3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm * COR- 
NUCOPIA: Artworks by Gadtan Doucet, Jacques Martel, 
Zoong Nguyen Sie-Mah, Sandrine Coronat and René 
Parenteau © Until Apr. 16 


CHRISTL RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte 
Ave (498-1984) * Open Mon-Fri 1iam-Sam * Closed over 
Christmas * MOTHER AND CHILD: Paintings by Christ! 
Bergstrom 


COMMIERCE PLACE Centra! Rotunde. 10155-102 St 

Pisa Ths sy pessent the Weston Ughis Artists Group; 
artworks by Roger 0. Amdt, Jonn Einarssen, Heighton, 
Murray ‘and Vance Theoret * Until Ape 11 


COMPLEX 76 6319-76 Ave * Viewi contact hil 
prince ca.» LAMBTON is Vea tara exthi- 
iban of new art by Russell Bingham, Andrew French, Peter 
Hide, Terrence Keller, Sheila Ryan MeCourt, Hilary 
Prince, Mitchel Smith, and Rob Willms 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room |-1, Fine Arts 


Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) © Open tue-Fri 10am- 
Fai Si ‘gy . uLoouE DESIGN AS CONVERSATION 
* Unti 2 


FRINGE Ly Ar a reer 
(432-0240)  QOUBLE = Artworks by Beth Paderson, Neil 
MeCetlend, end Jana Hargarten © Until Ape. 30 


FRONT GALLERY 17312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) = New 
ae and landscape paintings by RFM Melnnis * Until 


GALLERY AT MILMER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main F). Sir Winston Churehill Sq (496-7030) ® Open Mon- 


Fri Sam-Spm Sat E ‘ 
=P aaa lhe SHOW OFF. Teen 


feception: 4 
* Anist lectures? Apr. 29 (1 


JOHNSON GALLERY (WORTH) 11817-20 Si (479-9424) 

Open Tue-Fri $:30am-S30pm: Sat &: 3 rien Ee 
Don Sharpe, Jim Painter, Joan P Barry, and Doug Barry Prints 
B Femi nnen/ 2 Nabors Kubo, moose tfting and ant cards 


e GALLERY 
7711-85 St ae Mon-Fri Saen-Spm: 
‘Dam-5Spm * Alia Ol panene: STUDIO: Pas 
bby artists in residence © Through April 

THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) © Open Thu 5- 
‘Spm; Sat 10am-Spm_* Artworks by Anne McCartney, 
Audrey Josephson, Dorothy Burgess, Brenda Doris, 
Dessirrie Plewis, Comelia Martin-Hansen, Barbara Carle 
Kowalewski, and Ruth Campbell * Until May 31 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Piain ey) ° 
10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6: © FOLLOW MY. 
Recent paintings by George Kubac * Until Ape. 22 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St. St. Albert 
459-1528) * PORTRAITS OF THE NORTH: Pencil drawings 

Gerald Kueh! and bead and needlework from Aboriginal 
communities * Until Apr. 13 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-11) 
Ave (474-7611) « gl Mon-Fri 10am-1pm; Tue 6:30- 
8:30pm © SELECTED ASSEMBLAGE Artworks by Murray 
Allen * Until Ape 23 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:20pm, Sun 12-4 pm * POTHEADS 
Sculpted clay pots by Cindy Clarke. New oil paintings 

Oksana Zhelisko. Larchwood cutting boards from Nove Scotia 
Stone sculpture by Shumba Ash * Until May 3 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 1083-112 St (452-0286) 
° a Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © MEDITATIONS ON 
WATER AND WINTER POEMS: Artworks by Gregory Hardy 
© Until Apr 15 


Mon-Sat 
TSTEPS: 


PETER GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave (455- 
7479) ® Open Tue-Sat 10any5: * Group exhibit includ 
ing works by David Alexander and Gregory Hardy 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St. St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (1Bam-Som), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
LAND POEMS: Featuring artworks by Sharan Malayko, Lyndal 
Osbome, Lorraine Shulba, and Garry Williams; until Ape 26 © 
Artist at Heart: Drop-in art Painted Land Poems; Apr. 17 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, Suite 
108, Main FI. 11523-100 Ave (426-4035) « Paintings by 
vanous artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 17845-102 Ava (453-9100) « 
Open daily 9-Spm * Orientation Gallery: MUSEUM BY 
IUMBERS: Photos and facts documenting some of the 
Museum's history * 40 FABLILOUS FINDS: Stories about 
how cartain objects have been acquired and how some of 
the museum's “Se were constructed « STORIES FROM 
THE SOUTHESK COLLECTION: Qngoing * Wild Alberta: 


Ongoing gallery * Symerude Gallery of inal 
Caltere: Storice of First Peoples’ rate in western 
Canada; ongoing gallery * Watural Hl Gallery: the 
Bug Room, Treasures of the Earth, Fossils, Creatures fram 
the Depths of Time and the Bird Gallery; ongoing gallery * 
On the G Architectural, sculptural and natural 
leces of art * Government House: Public tours Sat and 
un and statutory hols {11am-4:30pm); ph 427-2281 info 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (498-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm * QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS: 
Landscapes by Wendy Wacko ® Until Apr. 22 


SWAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12. 
ean * WARM SNOW: Printworks by Karen Trask: until Apr 

12 @ SNAP'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY NEWSLETTER PRINT 
EXHIBITION: EP\ fundraiser, until Apr 12 « Main g 
Two print projects by Erik Watercotte and Shannon Collis, and 
the by Michelle Munilo.* Apr. 17-May 31 * Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Apr. 17 (7pm) 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(952-0864) © TREES: Artworks by pAATners © Until Ape. 19 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
{460-5990} * Open Wed-Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 12-8pm; Sat 
10am-Spm © NOUVEAU ARTISTE: Paintings by Miles 
Constable * Until Apr. 26 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121 1-142 St (452-9100) « 
The GEEEE ! in Genome. tail) ° MUMMIES. Secrets of 
the Habe IMAX film * Margaret Zeidler Star 

jaily 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Human Ecology Bldg Foyer, 89 
Ave, 118 St © CELEBRITY (constructing identity, creating com 
fmunity and expressing worship through everday possessions) 
Exhibit using ordinary Ca i pat togathar by the students of 
Human pas 462 © Until May 5 

URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY (0418-82 Ave 
Acad TWO ARTISTS TWO VISIONS: Paintings and 
drawings by Paddy Lamb and sculptures by Horst Doll 
Until May 41 © Opening reception: Sat, Apr. 12 (7-10pm, 
artists in attendance 


WAAA GALLERY 31d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * TAUE COLOURS, 
Paintings by Wilfred Chiu and fibre artworks by Ann Haessel 
© Ag 174 24 © Opening reception: Ape. 17 (7-9.30pen) 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave * Artin the 

Artworks by Hanne etn showing during the run of 
The bon i « Until Apr. 1 


LITERARY 


CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St upstairs © The Factory (West) 


vin 
vou 


Reading Series: Hosted by Rob McLennan, readings by Ki 
Minus, Catherine Owen. Cristina Wiesenthal snd Nina 
Kostasti © Toa, Apc 15, 7pm (door. 70pm reading) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (489-8755) © Stocy Siam: 
VWrters share their work * Grd Wed every month « {dona 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave © An Invitation: TALES 
Eximanton monthly Tellaround * Fri, 11 (8-10pm} © First 
Wisit to a Tellaround is free, thereafter $3 {helps pay the rent) 


KASBAR LOUNGE Yianni's Toverna, 10444 Whyte Ave, 
Wwveravingpoets.com © Heart Beat a new series of open- 
Stage postty and improv music with the the Raving Poets band 
© Every Wed until May 28 (7:30pm sign-up/8pm show) 
MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Avo * Reading oy Rob 
McLennan, Allan Boss, Jenna Butler Wendy Ne rath, 
Andy Michaelson, Dymphny Dronyk and five poets from 
Saskatchewan: Glen Sorastad, Shelley Leadaht, Lynda 
Monahan, Gerry Hill and Katherine Lawrence « pr. 12 
-5pm| 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
* (496-7000) Author oad by Sid Marty, author of The 
Gnizaly of Whiskey Creek: Wed, Apr 16 (7pm) * (496-1887) 
Author presentation, Greetings from Coal Breezes: A 
Family's Year Aboard: Thu, Apr. 17 (7pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA International Centre, 172 HUB, 
9101 Sidewalk lavel * Book launch of Educating for Human 
Rights and Global Citizenship, followed by readings from 
the book peso All A. Abdi and Lynette Shultz * Tua, 
Apr. 15 (4:30-6:30pm) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE {0909-06 Ave (422-8174) * The Poets’ 
Haven: Monday Night weekly reading series presented by 
Stroll of Posts; every Mon night (7pm); $5 (door) 

CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY (496-1804) * Author reading, 


Dianne Linden reads from her new book Shimmerdog « 
Apr. 22 (1:25pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469 
4999) * Thu 8:30pm, $11; Fr 8:30pm, $20; Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm; $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday, $5 
* Gabriel Rutledge; Apr. 10-12 © Darryl Rhoades; Apr. 17: 


| Walttexthale 


(7 hiyheu 


19 © Davin Rosenblatt; Apr. 24-26 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm. Fri-Sat 10:30pm * Rob 
Uttle, Welby Santos and Lars Callieou; until Apr. 13 © Hit 
‘or Miss Mondays * The Gest in Local Talent eaturing 
Shawn Gramiak, Ryan Ash and Kelly Soloduka, Tus, Apr 


eam Shubert, Sterling Scott and Shawn Gramiak; 


THE LAUGH SHOP Londonderry Mall , 6506-197 Ave 
www thelaughshop.ca (481-9857) © Open Wed-Thu 8pm. 
Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:20pm * Tuesday Amateur Night fol: 
lowed by professional headliner * Wednesday Comedy 
Challenge followed by professional headliner 


THEATRE 


BUDDY HOLLY'S BIRTHDAY BASH Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) © A re-imagining of Buddy's 
early days to find the inspiration for his Songs andto celebrate 
his music * Ape 11-June & 


LE CADEAU D’EINSTEIN La Cito Francophone, 8827-91 
St © Vunitheatre © En francaise—french production with 
English surtities, Une traduction de Manon Beaudoin de 
Vern Thaissen’s Einsrein'’s Gift « Apr. 10-12 (8pm); Sun 
Ape. 13 (2pm) * $23 {adult/senior|/$15 (student) at TIX’on 
the square, door 


CHIMPROVI Varscona Thoatre, 10329-83 Ava (448-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketches pertormed hy Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisers * Every Sat {1 Tpm) except last Sat 
Of each month until July 24 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-80 Ave (493-3399) « 
Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 

THE FULL MONTY Mayfield Dinner Thoatre, 16615-109 
Ave (483-4051) * By Terrence MeNally, music by David 
Yazbek. Six unamployed steel workers come up with a 
plan that will force them fo face their fears and lose their 
inhibitions * Apr 18June 22 * Buffet and show: $49-$79 
HOMELESS The Living Room Playhouse, 11315-106 Ave « 
Aaimuth Theatre * By Jeremy Baumung * Until Ape 12 (8pm) 
* Tickets at the box office, 454-0583 


THE KITCHEN WITCHES Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615. 
109 Ave (483-4051) ¢ By Caroline Smith * Isobel Lomax and 


0 


Season d etre 2007-2008 


Dolly Biddle are two “mature” TV cooking s 
who have hated each other fo 
put them together on a TV 

* Until Ape 13 © Buffet an 


ratching 
each other's back—for an opportunity to stick ada ger in 
it * Until Apr. 19 (8pm): Sun, Apr. 13 (2pm) © $1 ve at 
TIX on the Square 420-1757: Thu, Apr. 10: Ty 


MAcHOMER TransAlta Arts 
* Fringe Theatre Adventur 
duced by Wyrd Producti 
© $23 {adultV/$19 (student, 
Theatre box office 


MAN OF LA MANCHA Horizon S 
‘Spruce Grove (962-8995) © Hori: ayers * Musical theatre 
Set in the world of Don Quixote * Apr. | (7:20) 
{adultl/$15 (student/senior) at Horizon Stage box o 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


MY NAME IS RACHEL CORRIE Catalyst Theatre 
Gateway Blvd (434-9236) ® Theatre Yes © A 
\ife and controversial death of the Amer 
crushed to death by an Israel 
2 © $21 (adulti/$16 (low income) ai 
Pay-What-You-Can (door) 


ORANGE FLOWER WATER Varscona Theatre, 10. 

(780-433-3399) * Blamey Productions, by Craig Wright © 

David and Beth after years of main 

ship begin an adulte air 

Sat 2pm: Sun Ape. 1 
‘ol-One-Tue: Ap 

1757, 433-3399, door 


TEENSO@THE TURN FESTIVAL Citac 
Ave (425-1820) * Maclab Theatre: F 
Kick-Off Fri, Apr. 11 (7:30pm): $15 « 
Cool by John Lazarus and Judith Marc. 
Kevin Kerr; One Step Closer (musical theatre re 
The Tum Cabaret ; Post-show forums, talkback 
Apr. 17-27 ® $10/$30 (festival pass) 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona 
0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
visers create sketches on the spot based 
tions * Every Fri(itpm) * Tickets by phor 


ns, 10 
* Perfo 


ye, 1001 Calahoo Ad, 


atre, 10929-83 A 


gy James Goipman 
April 9 - 19,2008 


TIX on the Sq 


re: 780.420.1757 


www.walterdaleplayhouse.com 
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Take the interior design diploma program at Lakeland College in Vermilion, Alberta. Find out mor 


1 800 661 64 


ext. 


WOMEN WITH VISION 


GOLD FRAME BY MOSLEY TRIBES 


SHIRT BY ENGLISH LAUNDRY 
CHEMISTRY 


if award winning program at lakelandcollege.ca/design 
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it’s not the happiness of viewing 
the rainbow of slingbacks and 
wedges on your shoe rack. It’s 
not the thrill of wearing a giraffe 
print peep-toe with a heel that 
would scandalize your mother. 
It’s not even the smug satisfac- 
tion of realizing that your new 
crocodile pumps are so ador- 
able, even your pet lizard has 
fallen in love. 


The best thing about shoes is 
knowing you have the perfect 
shoe to go with the perfect 
Outfit, so you can saunter out of 
the house and knock ‘em dead 
at a moment’s notice. And 


wherever you go, and whatever 
you do, a fellow shoe aficionado 
“is going to stop you and ask, 
“Where’dja get those fabulous 


__ Shoes?!” 


C'est Sera C’est Sera 

Old Strathcona =8=© Downtown Lendrum 
8239 104 St 10125 104 St 5820 111 St 
Edmonton, AB Edmonton, AB Edmonton, AB 
780.434.7435 780.425.7372 780.421.9834. 


Wardrobe Staples with 

a Stylish Twist 

Orange, green, silver, gold - what about brown, black, 
and tan? This spring, classic pumps are more classic 
than ever before. We're seeing a strong retro influence 
in clothing design. In shoes, a rounded toe, patent 
finish and fifties-style embellishments (little bows or 
big buttons) reflect the same Classy glamour. Think 
Jackie O. and keep your eyes open for handbags that 


pick up on one of the accent tones in your shoes - 
you'll feel like a film star! 


Retro funky lace up boot in green by Eject, 
$399 Nine West sling back pump in cherry 
patent, $125 and Nine West Perfect Pink 
satin slingback, $125) é& 


Texture, Colour and Shine 


We saw the ballet flat last summer. New this year? Playful 
textures, sweet colours, and fun design details. You could 
wear your cute black flats with everything again this year - but 
knowing how well the ballet flat worked for you last season, 
why not ramp it up a notch by adding texture, colour or shine 
with your next pair? 


Bos & Co quilted 
ballerina shoes in white, 
silver or black $45 (client 
card price) 


Eject Trio of flats in Candy, 
Lime and Sea from $156 (with 


Pink or green tent 
your CS client card) lee 


ballet flat by Geox, $117 
(client card price) 
Customer Carla Odishaw 
actually returned another 
pair of shoes because 
she fell head over heels 
in love with these! 


We carry these great brands! 
Anne Klein, Bamboo A, Bandolino, Bobbi 
Blu, Bos & Co, Chinese Laundry, Circa 
Joan & David, Eject, El Naturalista, Enzo 
Angiolini, Fly (Downtown location only), 
Franco Sarto, Miz Mooz, Nine West, 
Penny Loves Kenny, Replay, Tsonga 
(Lendrum location only) 


THE SHOES YOU MUST 
WEAR THIS SPRING! 


Anne Klein 

colour blocked 

wedge peep 

toe in cobalt, 

} purple and 

black $135 
(client card 


Zing lt Up 

Colour is the hot story for Spring. At the very least, 
your shoe repertoire must include one Pair of shiny 
red shoes to wear with dark-washed jeans and set 


off your wardrobe basics. But don't be afraid to 
venture into green, blue, orange, or even yellow to 
punch things up. Customer Tammy Kobliuk, a 


born-again shoe hound, Says she has a full rainbow 
of colours in her closet. “I wear a different pair of 
shoes every day at work. It's nice to work where 
people appreciate shoes!” 


Gidget green 
patent pump 
by Bos & Co, 
$91 (with CS 
client card) 


Add Some Sparkle 


According to C’est Sera manager Tracy Linkletter, “Patent - and 
even metallics - are quite strong for the day.” It’s easy to wear this 
Season's metallic flats with capris or a cute walking short. A sparkly 
shoe with a heel is also appropriate for day wear — try mixing it with 
dark jeans or a playful jersey-knit dress. Naturally, you'll want to add 
even more shimmer for your night on the town! 


Silver salsa-style stiletto by Enzo Angiolini, $135 Bobbie blu t-strap 
in pewter, $117 and Penny loves Kenny in bronze, silver or metallic 
purple, $55 Sexy! 
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THE ADULT MEGASTORE 
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PAOPAGANGA 


REVOLUTIONARY HAIR 
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SILVER FRAME BY STEWART 


ce 
Bcy 


op ® Where feet style 
Fe° and comfort meet! 


10322 Jasper Ave. (780) 422-2718 
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11003 Jasper Avenue 
phone: 780.429.0606 


www.itonica.com 


image e beauty e 


leTONICA 
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crocs" miniboutik at Cherry | 10436, Whyt yte Avenue, Edmontor, 


780-432-4830 


the nobody-knows-it's-a-croc croc 
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youth connections 


find yoursel A 


Pre-Apprenticeship Training | 


A 


for 
Drywall Installers 
& Tile/Flooring Installers — 


Start your career 
in the construction industry! 
Be trained and ready to work ~ 
in less than 5 months 
Let us show you how! 


No Tuition 


| Abata ~— alberta works 


Call the Bredin Institute 
780.425.3730 


ee www.bredin.ab.ca 
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2|}CLOTHING LTD. 


10180 - 101 8ST MAIN LEVEL, MANULIFE PLACE 
EDMONTON, AB. T5JjJ 3S4 780.424.1550 


WWW.HG2Z2CLOTHING.COM 


INFO@HG2CLOTHING.COM 


DIESEL, 7 FOR ALL MANKIND, JUICY, S55 DSL. ENERGIE. DOM REBEL, OKNY, OBEY, FRESH 

JIVE, FILIPPA K, WILLIAM RAST, CITIZENS OF HUMANITY, NUDIE, KSUBI. NUMPH, GHETTO 

ROCK, DENIM BY VICTORIA BECKHAM, J. LINDEBERG, CAMPAIGN BY GLAMOUR CAMPAIGN 
J-FOLD, CHEAP MONDAY, MIKE AND CHRIS, FULL CIRCLE, EXACT SIENCE 
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the newest 
in hair 
creations 


PROUD TO FEATURE 


Bumble and bumble 


LINES 
OW 


488-8555 11205 - Jasper Ave 
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c CHECK OUT THE ENTRIES AT 
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| 


| IF THESE WONDERFUL 
ENTRIES WEREN'T CHOSEN 


‘IMAGINE WHAT THE 
FINALISTS LOOK LIKE! 


OF ALBERTA 
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SHIRT BY BERTIGO: PANT BY MATINIQUE; BELT AND SHOE BY KENNETH COLE 
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brand new 


spring 2008 features new 
collections for men and women 
by acne jeans, alexander wang, 
built by wendy, corpus, earnest sewn, 
fifth avenue shoe repair, filippa k, 
forte_forte, hannoh, hazel brown, 
hugo boss, linda farrow vintage, 
martin margiela, nice collective, 
nudie, paul smith, rag & bone, 
resterods, rigetta klint, robert geller, 
samsoe+samsoe, superfine, tara 
jarmon, tocca, ymc, and more! 

gravitypope 


GOODS 


gravitypope.com 
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DRESS BY FILIPPA K; JACKET BY VINCE 


MISS MAC PURSE 
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C’EST SERA 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
FRANCIS TETRAULT BLACKLABPHOTOGRAPHY COM 


LOCATION STYLIST 
RENEE POIRIER 


HAIR AND MAKEUP 
THE CUTTING ROOM HAI JON GLUWCHYNSK 
MAKEUP JOVAN CLARK 


MODELS 
DARA AND fYAN 


AGENCY 
MODE MODELS 


LAYOUT 
CHRIS BOSCHMAN 


LOCATION 
BLACK LAB STUDIO 
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This is Joe Strummer: Temple idolizes the Clash frontman 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

f we're to take a hard line about it, 
I: we want to get purist and all, the 

very notion of a punk rock icon 
should rightfully be a sort of aberra- 
tion, a betrayal of punk rock sensibili- 
ty. Punk rock thrives on something 
like anonymity, on its participants’ 
willingness to submit their identities 
to an attitude that makes articulation 
or nuance highly precarious. Punk 
rock iconography allows for symbols, 
certainly—a crudely drawn “A” for 
Anarchy, a provocative, gravity-defy- 
ing haircut, hell, maybe a middle fin- 
ger—but as soon as you turn an 
individual into an icon things get 
complicated. 

Those seeking evidence of this 
conundrum need look no farther than 
Joe Strummer, the late, great front- 
man of the Clash and subject of Julian 
Temple's Joe Strummer: The Future 
is Unwritten. Long after the first fires 
of punk burned out, after corporate 
co-opting and the transformation of 
punk rock into a marketing-friendly 
commodity, Strummer remained. Now 
that he’s gone, following a heart 
attack at the appallingly young age of 
50, dissection of Strummer'’s life ren- 
ders him far more human than even a 
crappy mid-career album. A quick 
survey of his biography reveals a 
young man who baldly emulated 

. Woody Guthrie, who later developed 
this deep affection for campfires and 
their tribal vibe. In short, this king of 


punk was a goddamned hippy. 

Of course, any veteran fan of 
Strummer’s already knows most of 
this stuff and likely came to terms with 
it long ago. Though it’s highlighted by 
some brilliant, invaluable archival 
footage—Temple met and shot the 
Clash at the beginning of the group's 
career—what distinguishes Temple’s 
film isn’t so much the biographical 
facts it digs up as the impressive 
parade of friends, cohorts, admirers 


and commentators he’s assembled to 
pay tribute to Strummer. The end 
result inevitably transcends the philo- 
sophical dictates of punk to show us 
how Strummer's influence is pan- 
genre, pan-cultural, pan-ideological. 


STRUMMER WAS BOTH a seductive, 


shrewd, ruthless businessman and a 
genuine musical stylist who, prompt- 
ed to change his style after witnessing 
the birth of the Sex Pistols, nurtured 
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his public persona. He was an artist of 
deep political convictions that at 
times sat uneasily with his art and the 
industry it became increasingly 
shaped by. He was a wandering spirit, 
a dreamer, a drinker, a druggie and a 
dad. He helmed some of the best rock 
records ever made, yet was also capa- 
ble of mediocrity and seemed exces- 
sively impressionable to passing fads. 
He was a pretty kick-ass DJ, and his 
radio show narrates the film. He was, 
finally, an irresistible presence, and 
what Temple gradually conveys is that 
most people, whether they knew him 
or just his music, couldn’t help but 
love the guy. You'll likely walk away 
from the film loving him, too. 
Temple’s long, prolific career as 
director encompasses countless 
music videos as well as films as 
diverse as The Filth and the Fury and 
Earth Girls Are Easy. tmminently 
adaptable, Temple has used his 
friendships and diplomatic skills to 
wrangle up a star-studded guest list to 
sit around the fire and talk Strummer. 
You get the impression that some of 


Mini-series prove Sopranos didn’t sing HBO 


DVDETECTIVE 


ow 

=< 
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Li | dvdetective@vueweekly.com 

Reports of HBO's demise have been greatly 

_, xaggerated. When Carolyn Strauss 
recently stepped down as the company’s 
entertainment president, the press brayed 
on about Showtime, F/X and AME catching 
up as the post-Sopranos pay-cable godfa- 
ther aired flops and low-raters. 

Except that, like most of its shows, 
HBO doesn’t conform to this easy story- 
line. Buzz and viewing numbers may be 
down, but the content is as strong as 
ever. Big Love is a fascinating nuclear 
family test site. /n Treatment delivered an 
emotional body blow every episode, and 
that other therapy show, Je// Me You 
Love Me, was a deeply underrated, mini- 
malist dissection of love and sex. On the 
lighter side, Curb Your Enthusiasm still 
goes strong and Flight of the Conchords is 
a quirky cult hit. And from Longford to 
Flizabeth |, HBO's put out some strong TV 
films and mini-series, as two new DVD 

_, feleases prove yet again. 


Pu-239 (The Half-Life of Timofey 
Berezin) is adapted from Ken Kalfus’s short 
Story and directed by Scott Z Burns, a pro- 
ducer of An Inconvenient Truth and screen- 
writer for The Bourne Ultimatum (with Tony 
Gilroy, writer-director of Michael Claytor, 
George Clooney and Steven Soderbergh are 
co-producers here). Unsurprisingly, then, 
this is an environmentally minded, political- 
ly charged thriller. 

Like Clayton, Pu-239 begins with a 
startling scene, then rewinds two days. 
Unlike Michael Clayton, though, justice 
and happy endings are harder to come by 
here. That's because here is 1990s Rus- 
sia, a world where old-crony, party-hack 
communism’s been replaced by a near- 
lawless, sell-out-everything capitalism. 
The blackly humorous epigram at the 
film's opening sets the tone for a black- 
market world where people are driven to 
desperation, to acts of absurd negligence, 
life going at rates so cheap it's almost 
laughable. 

The comedy comes in the form of Shiv 
(Oscar Isaacs), a street hustler in Moscow 
who, with two doltish, thuggish pals, 
screws up a shakedown and owes a crime 
boss $6000. Only in post-Soviet, street- 


cowboy-capitalism Russia could this under 
world element collide with a nuclear tech- 
nician as reckless demand meets 
dangerous supply. Timofey Berezin’s 
(Paddy Considine) been fatally contaminat- 
ed by an accident at his plant, for which his 
corrupt superiors lay him off under threat of 
further punishment if he brings in any out- 
side authorities. Dying, and wanting only to 
provide his wife (Radha Mitchell) and son 
with money, Berezin goes to Moscow to 
sell some weapons-grade plutonium he’s 
stolen. There he meets the equally nothing- 
to-lose Shiv. 

Isaacs is especially good (though the 
absence, as in Eastern Promises, of Eng- 
lish-speaking Russians in the cast is both 
politically hypocritical and jarring— 
Mitchell's accent, in particular, wavers) 
and his Shiv becomes irradiated with a 
harsh, tragic pathos. Two monologues, 
the only obvious debts to the literary 
source material, offer intricate 
metaphors. And the way that life ends 
with a whimper, not a bang, in a Russia 
even more fissured by self-interest— 
everyone looking for their piece, for their 
way out, how to gouge, rip off and get by 
any way they can—is heartbreaking. 
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FAR AWAY from post-communist Russia, 
Five Days follows ripples from the ghostly 
wake of a woman's disappearance: Day 1, 
when Leanne Wellings vanishes on a by- 
foad near an expressway while her chil- 
dren wait for her in the car; Day 2, as the 
police investigation kicks off under Super- 
intendent Barclay's (Hugh Bonneville) lead; 
Day 28, as Leanne's husband Matt (an out- 
standing David Oyelowo) still waits for 
news on his birthday; Day 33, with Matt 
and Leanne's respective parents losing 
hope; Day 79, when head detective Amy 
Barclay (Janet McTeer) retires just as 
there's a break in the case. 

This BBC-HBO co-production is a satis- 
fying, gripping whodunit, but it’s most 
haunting in its hows and whys. The eerie 
threat of open spaces, even in a country 
chock-a-block with CCTV cameras, pulses 
through the first episode as Leanne and 
Matt's little girl and boy find themselves 
alone. A delayed, frozen grief sets in. Five 
Days’ greatest achievement is the feeling 
it builds of Matt's not-knowing battling 
with hope—but as days pass, “it’s hope | 
can't bear.” Matt, the object of suspicion 
not only because he's the husband but 


the bigger names only made the sjp3) 
cut to satisfy financiers. Commen:- 
from the likes of Martin Scorsese 7 r 
Jarmusch—an tiber-fan who dire ei 
Strummer in Mystery Train 5 
Buscemi, and the ubiquitous Boy, 
(yes, Bono) all provide insightful, pas 
sionate testaments to the contradic 
tions and the particular genius o 
Strummer. Others, well, don’t fare 4 
well. Johnny Depp: terrific acto; 
Musical commentator? Not so much 

Anyway, I can quibble, but overaj| 
The Future is Unwritten proves jtse\; 
indispensable to any viewers with even 
a passing interest in popular music from 
the last 40 years or so. It's not especial 
innovative in its style, but it is t 
mostly unsentimental, at times satisi 
ingly visceral, and utterly attuned to 
both the thrill and the provocation 
inherent in the music. There's a terrific 
Silver Jews song that features the lyri 
“Punk rock died when the first kid saici 
*Punk’s Not Dead ... ."” Reflection such 
as that found in The Future is Unwritten 
assures us that yes, punk, the real thing 
is indeed dead. But the spirit that ani 
mated punk is very mutch alive, and ii 
charged at least one life with the 
strength to go on one hell of a musical 
adventure. v 

[Editor’s Note: the Mon, Apr | - 
screening of both Joe Strummer: the 
Future is Unwritten and Norma! 
(review on page 56) at Metro Cinema 
have been cancelled due to scheduling 
conflicts, ] 


‘Ss last song 


because he’s black, simply wants to “get 
on with the sheer hard work of grief.” 

This study of a multicultural, survei! 
lance-laden England also pulses with ai 
underlying distrust of an overworked, PR 
driven police force that's a necessary social 
burden. Writer Gwyneth Hughes—perhaps 
influenced as much by her doc on the error- 
ridden hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper as the 
recent police travesties of the Stephe 
Lawrence case and the murder of Jean 
Charles de Menezes—offers a story where 
it's neighbours, friends, even reporters wio 
happen upon the truth. 

There are a few precious touches anv 
some characters, especially the 
women— whose anxieties and socia! 
pressures as mothers, wives and workers 
still come across indelibly—remain no! 
just messy, but a touch awkward. Yet Five 
Days offers a sense of family fracturec af 
people isolated and lost in their pain 
that’s rarely seen on film or television 
these days. And it turns away from th 
old-guard, military and policing way °' 
doing things to a modern-day, loosely kn 
patchwork of an England where families. 
even frayed to the breaking point, are te 
force that can regroup and march on. ¥ 


pee style that’s entered its cultural 
twilight, arrive in Israel, where they're 
pooked to perform a modest concert. 
confused, and suffering serious linguis- 
tic handicaps, they mean to go to one 
town and accidentally wind up in 
another, one so sleepy it’s practically 
inert. Mid-day, its citizenry are found 
catatonically propped up on chairs in 
front of what may very well be the only 
café, With no means of transportation 
available until the following day, the 
musicians, entirely dependent on the 
kindness of these locals, have no 
choice but to spend the night. 

The café proprietor is Dina (the ter- 
rifically vivacious Ronit Elkabetz), an 
almond-eyed knockout divorcée 
comewhere in the neighbourhood of 
40 who tends to survey everything 
with a baldly sexy, cockeyed skepti- 
cism, often with one hand on her hip. 
She feeds the group, then arranges 
accommodations for them all. With 
considerable, hormone-tuelled per- 
sistence, she talks the impossible gen- 
tlemanly, droopy-nosed bandleader 
Lieutenant-colonel Tawfiq Zacharya 
(Sasson Gabai) out for a night on the 
town. Meanwhile, Haled (Saleh Bakri), 
the band’s youngest and most subor- 
dinate member and a self-styled Don 
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Juan, is whisked away to a cramped 
roller rink that serves as the town's 
disco, where he plays Cyrano to a 
timid young nerd and his weepy blind 
date in a marvelous scene of purely 
physical comedy. 


SIMON PEGG 
THANDIE NEWTON 
HANK AZARIA 


Most of the Egyptians and Israelis 
can at least communicate in the lingua 
franca of broken English—which offers 
a surplus of comic delights for Anglo- 
phone audiences. When Haled sings 
Chet Baker through Plexiglas to a pret- 
ty girl held captive in the airport's info 
booth, there's the doubled pleasure of 
our recognizing both the mangled spo- 
ken words and the song being sung. 
But central to our understanding of the 
scenario is the fact that everyone 
knows “My Funny Valentine,” that is, 


they know the feeling, the cadence, the 
song's usefulness as a seductive tool. 
Later, an uncomfortably assembled 
group huddles around a dinner table 
and breaks into an ensemble rendition 
of “Summertime.” Gradually, it 
becomes clear that the other lingua 
franca spoken here is music. It can't 
resolve conflicts, change anyone’s 
course or alleviate the banal frustra- 
tions common to nearly all the charac- 
ters—something one of them describes 
as “tons of loneliness"—but it can pro- 
vide fleeting connections between 
strangers in the night 


THE CINEMA of dislocation that is the 
melancholy-comic terrain traversed 
in The Band's Visit (Bikur Ha-Tiz- 
moret) has found a worthy cartogra- 
pher in writer/director Eran Kolirin, 
here making his feature debut. Previ- 
ous travelers along this particular 
road include Aki Kaurismaki, Sophia 
Coppola, Takashi Kitano and Jim Jar 
musch, whose Stranger Than Par 
adise so emphatically subverted any 
exoticism once associated with the 
road movie a quarter century ago 
The trick to charting your way 
through this meta-country is to light 
one's gaze upon the specifics of a 
place while carefully rendering it not 
quite anywhere 

The arid Israeli backwater where 
the Alexandria Ceremonial Police 
Orchestra accidentally find them 
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t that important, but still a nice Visit 


selves is imbued with a wealth of rich 
detail to help define it, yet it nonethe- 
less feels like a locale that’s managed 
to slip off the maps: forgettable, 
insignificant, a footnote in a travel 
guide. Insignificance is of course 
essential to this sort of movie, which 
vies for its status right from the open- 
ing title card, informing us about the 
band’s visit before qualifying this with 
“not many remember this. It was not 
that important.” 

It would be all too easy to charac- 
terize The Band's Visit as a slavish 
exercise in this little dislocation sub 
genre, to note how it features the cus- 
tomarily subtle balance of cuteness 
and sadness while staying just a hair's 
breadth away from sentimentality 
The gags are deadpan, there's a lot of 
walking through strange lands with 
luggage noisily rolling behind, plenty 
of your standard miscommunication 
via linguistic limitations, and blank 
stares abound. All of these could be 
called tropes—yet any genre however 
tenuously defined, has its tropes. The 
question is whether the tropes are 
displayed or discovered anew. Kolirin 
with a very adult attitude toward res 
olution and the staying power of life's 
lingering aches, manages to breathe 
life into these throughout. White some 
moments feel more vital than others. 
his film overall is genuinely unforced 
genuinely sweet and man, is it funny: 
And very much worth a visit. ¥ 
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THE SCREENINGS ON MONDAY, APRIL 14 
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Hey aspiring comedic filmmakers: now is 
your chance to get your work up on 
screen. Picking up where the now-defunct 
MetroTV left off, Mostly Water Theatre is 
bringing Metro Comedy Shorts to, well, 
Metro Cinema. 

First, though, they need your submis- 
sions: all you need to do is make a video 
under five minutes in length and submit it 
to the Metro Cinema offices in the Stanley 
Milner Library by Tue, Aug 15, preferably 
in mini DV or Quicktime format. Check out 
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metrocinema.org for more details, and 
look for Wwe's preview of the actual 
screening in our Apr 24 issue. 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


NORMAL 

DIRECTED BY CARL BESSAL 

WRITTEN BY CARL BESSAL, TRAVIS MCDONALD 

STARRING CARRIE ANNE MOSS, CALLUM KEITH RENNIE, 
KEVIN ZEGERS 

SAT, APR 12, WED, APR 16 (7 PM: MON SHOWING CANCELLED) 
FA APA 11, SUN, APR 13, WED, APA 15 (9:30 PM) 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

There are differences in degree between a 
forgettably good film and a guod film that 
sticks in your memory like a sliver. The lit- 
tle things—lapses in tone, a scene that 
doesn't feel right, slips in pacing, a strong- 
arming score, some ponderous dia- 
logue—add up. 

At first, the only degrees in Carl 
Bessai’s Norma/are temperature-related. 
Aerial shots offer a removed view of 
upper-middle class neighbourhoods, and 
then we're plunged into the chill: a moth- 
er, Catherine (Carrie-Anne Moss), still 
bathing in grief over her teenaged son's 
death; the son's friend and the driver on 
that tragic night, Jordie (Kevin Zegers), 
who's just been released from prison but 
not his anger; Walt (Callum Keith Rennie), 
a teacher frozen with guilt over drunk-driv- 
ing the other car that night and killing 
Catherine's son. 

Bessai draws us into and draws out 
these people's pain and seething suffer- 
ing. Some scenes—a student's reason for 
not handing in an essay, a pizza job inter- 
view, the jagged, jarring shots of Walt's 
mildly autistic brother—seem the stuff of 
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real life, entirely natural and unforced 
And the ending, or at least one of the a 
dramatic climaxes just before the end, j 
just right—the irresolution of grief meets 
the impossibility of absolution, 

So why doesn’t Normal quite come into 
its own? While the acting is often fine, the 
Setting and storylines don’t have enough 
depth to be original. Hollywood films, tao 
offer glassy scores and are Usually set jy 
beautifully appointed but basically lifalec. 
bourgeois homes. Not just one but tw: 
smashing-things scenes reveal a film that 
prefers to make characters’ pent-up frus 
trations so obvious they verge on cliche 

Without more subtle feeling and 
nuanced dialogue, these characters and 
their relationships echo more Strongly of 
individually stronger, distantly related 
works that have focussed just on the 
grieving mother (Blue, Birth) or the prot 
sor sleeping with his student (Oleannz 
Disgrace) or the son sleeping with a) 
older woman (The Graduate, Spanking 
The Monkey) or even the autistic man 
(Rain Man). Of course, Normalis not these 
films mashed together, or just another 
people-linked-by-a-traumatic-event film 
(Exotica, Crash, etc) but it doesn’t quite 
become enough of itself, finding its ow: 
Way, to avoid the ghostly outlines of these 
films. 

The women here tend to be a little too 
uninvolved, a little too needy, while tr 
men too viciously aloof, too wilfully 
aggressive in a narrative that works best 
when its about passivity. Jordie’s fatner 
comes off as a particularly dull and brutal 
2-D figure, while his wife is left out in ¢! 
cold by the story. 

In the end, for all its smooth touche 
and sharp emotions, this Canadian filn 
still has something of a better-than-noy 
mal CBC TV movie about it and not enoug! 
big-screen originality. 


UNDER THE SAME MOON 
DIRECTED BY PATRICIA RIGGEN 

WRITTEN BY LIGIAH VILLALOBOS 

STARRING ADRIAN ALOWSO, KATE DEL CASTILLO, 
EUGENIO DERBEZ 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
Basically a heartstring-plucking ballad 
about a son's love for his mother, Unde 
The Same Moon isn't nearly as bad 
that sounds, almost entirely because 
who those son and mother are—ille: 
Mexican immigrants in the USA 

Rosario (Kate del Castillo) “crosse 
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21 (PG, mature themes, 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; aeueee 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri-Sat 7°00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:20, 9:40; 
Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:20, 9:40, 11:55 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES 
(PG, trightening scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:10; 
Sat 1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:10, 11:25 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES 


MOVIE (G) 
Daily 1:25, 4:10, 6:45 


early on, are broadly 
other of Carlitos’ father 
ney-grubbing rascal bet- 

A idoning fairy tale. 
employers is pretty much 

e Vil” she’s been nicknamed, 
‘the added caricature of a 


‘meeting between Carlitos 
father is exactly the 
kind Fea, quietly realistic scene 
the film needs, while a van search at the 
border builds a scorching tension as it 
emphasizes the terror of fleeing for a bet- 
ter life. 

Under The Same Moon shines brightest 
when emphasizing the everyday toil and 
anxiety of being undocumented. There's a 
song about how “Superman is an illegal” 
and a radio host points out the hypocrisies 
of anti-immigration laws, especially in a 
state governed by an immigrant. There are 
the menial, tedious jobs illegals work 
(pesticide-soaked-plant-picking; — dish- 
washing; security guarding) and Enrique’s 
pointed reminder to Carlitos that “no one 
chooses to live this way” unless they had 
no real choice. 

The harsh irony of Rosario having to 
leave her son to give him a better life is 
just one of many. Americans (one played 
nicely by America Ferrara) need to smug- 
ale pre-school Mexican children across so 
they can pay their tuition of post-second- 
ary privilege. An immigration and police 
system hunts down, jails and deports 
those who simply want to work essential 
jobs most Americans wouldn't do but ben- 
efit from every day, at the produce section 
or in their vacuumed office cubicle. 

And if a few scenes are a bit stiff, 
some of the cast a little too telenovela 
photogenic, Alonso's and del Castillo’s 


for 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55; 
Sat 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55, 12:10 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:20, 7:00; 9:35; 
Sat 1:15, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35, 12:00 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 


) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25; 
Sat 1:55, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25, 11:35 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:45; 
Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:45, 12:15 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scanes, 
disturbing content) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 7:30, 10:00; Sat 7:30, 
10:00, 12:20 


RAMBO (184A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 


lence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:55, 7:35, 10:05; 
Sat 2:05, 4:55, 7:35, 10:05, 12:05 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young 
children) 

Daily 9:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 1:35, 4:40, 7:10 


CLOVERFIELD (144, friahtening 


scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 9:30; Sat 9:30, 11:40 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:30, 7:05, 9:20; 
Sat 1:45, 4:30, 7:05, 9:20, 11:30 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lance, not recommended for young 
children) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50; 


stubborn, yearning performances, along Sat 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50, 12:15 
with the grudging but soft-hearted 


Oerbez, build just enough of a melodrama 14281 137th Avenue, 732-2298 
to soften the film’s tough realism and ao PEOPLE (14A, coarse tan- 
eam a hopeful ending. That ending wise- PreMon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:15, 7:16, 
ly slips away from cliché in a film whose | $40: Tue 4:15, 71s, O40: Star and 
pepe Sow. and loss remind us scoala dlaiay os eeaceat 
that not many illegals are handed such a Daily 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:90 
happy fate in an America where so many —_—| STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
people's dreams are built on struggling, No passes Daily 2:00, 4:80, 7:20, 


1045 


weary wetbacks. 


LEATHERHEADS (PG) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Dally 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20 
THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20 
SUPERHERO MOVIE (144) 

Daily 2:30, 5:10, 8:10, 10:35 


anes ee mature themes, Violence) 
Fri. Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 7:05, 
10:05; Tus 3:40, 7:05, 1 10:08; Star ond 
Strollers Screening: Tus 1:00 


STOP-LOSS (14A. violence, coarse 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 6:40, 9:30 
DARILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, coarse len 


Bi Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:50, 9:10; 
Sat 4:20, 6:50, 9:10 


RUN FAT BOY RUN (1 
Daily 12:45, 3:30, 6:20, 


is a, as director/star 
mey seems to prefer, screw- 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 7:40, 9:50 
10,000 B.C, (PG, violence) 
Daily 2:10, 4:50, 7:20, 10:10 


THE BANK JOB (14A, mature 
themes, nudity, violence) 

Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:45, 10:25 
HANNAH MONTANA AND MILEY 


CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
CONCERT TOUR IN DISNEY 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St. 436-8585 
SMART PEOPLE (14A, coarse lan- 


guage) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:15, 3:20, 7:20, 
10:00; Tue 3:20, 7:20, 10:00; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 

PROM NIGHT (14A. violence) 

Daily 12:40, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:45 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
No passesDaily 1:40, 4:40, 7:45, 
10:40 

U, ME AUR HUM (Hindi WEST) 


(STC) 
Dally 12:45, 4:45, 8:30 


LEATHERHEADS (PG) 
Daily 12:30, 1:30, 3:15, 4:15, 6:30, 
7:30, 9:20, 10:20 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:30, 6:30, 9°10 

THE RUINS (184, gory scenes) 
Dally 12:20, 2:40, 5:20, 8:10, 10:45 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (14A) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 12:10, 2:50, 6:15, 7:50, 
10:15; Sat 5:15, 7:50, 10:15 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 


STOP-LOSS (14A, violence, coarse 
language) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 3:45, 7:15, 10:00; 
Mon 7:15, 10:00 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, violence) 

Daily 12:50 

AUN FAT BOY RUN (144) 

Daily 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40, 9:00 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 

Fri-Wed 1:15, 4:00, 7:15, 9:50; Thu 
1:15, 4:00, 9:50 

THE BANK JOB (14A, mature 
themes, nudity, violence) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 5:00, 7:40, 
10:30, Tue 5:00, 7:40, 10:30; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


U2 3D (G) 
Digital Dally 12:00, 2:15, 4:20, 6:45, 
9:15 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: TRISTAN 
UND ISOLDE - ENCORE 
(Classification not available) 

Sat 10:30 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
(0882-170 Gt. 444-1829 


KRAZZY 4 (Hindi W/E.ST) (STC) 
Fal, Mon- Thu 6:45, 9: 16; Sat-Sun 


nate 710, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
3:30, 7:10, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:20 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not rec- 
‘ommended for young children) 

Daily 7:20, 9:50 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 

THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES 
MOVIE (G) 

Fri 4:50; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:40 

P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse lan- 


9:40 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (3) 
Fri 4:40, 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:20, 2:40, 
7:30; Mon-Thu 7:30 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri 4:30, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:40, 
4:20, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young 


children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:45 


CITY CENTRE 9 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
SMART PEOPLE (144, coarse lan. 


guage) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:40, 
7:10, 9:30 


PROM NIGHT (144. violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daity 1:10, 3:50, 
7:20, 9:40 


LEATHERHEADS (PG) 
ea Digital Dally 12:45, 3:25, 6:35, 
10 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:00, 
9:50 

21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
pes Digital Daily 12:40, 3:20, 6:40, 


RUN FAT BOY RUN (144) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:50, 3:35, 
7:15, 9:45 


THE RUINS (184A, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Fri‘ Wed 1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 
10:00; Thu 1:40, 4:20, 10:00 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
OTS Digital Fri-Sun, Tue-Wed 12:30, 
2:35, 4:40; Mon, Thu 12:30, 2:35 


BELLA (PG, mature themes) 
DTS Digital, Spanish subtities Daily 
1:30, 4:10, 6:30, 9:00 


IN BRUGES (184, violence, coarse 
inguage) 

DTS Digital Fri-Sun, Tue-Wed 6:50, 

9:15; Mon 9:15 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:35; Mon- 
Thu 4:20, 7:10, 9:35 


THE RUINS (158A, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 4:50, 7:20, 9:40 


LEATHERHEADS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:05, 6:45, 9:15; Mon- 
Thu 4:05, 6:45, 9:15 


BELLA (PG, mature themes) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25; Mon: 
Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


PROM NIGHT (144, violence) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 4:40, 7:30, 9:50 


STREET KINGS (184A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Mon- 
Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 


U2 3D (Ga) 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:15, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:15, 9:45 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (144) 
Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:45, 7:40, 9:55; Mon- 
Thu 4:45, 7:40, 9:55 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1;00, 4:00, 6:40, 9:20; Mon- 
Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:20 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 

Dally 9:00 

HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
FrieSun 1:30, 4:15, 6:30; Mon-Thu 
4:16, 6:30 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020. Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


PROM NIGHT (144, Violence) 
Fri 4:50, 7:30, 9:50; Gat-Sun 12:30, 
4:50, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:50 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 

No passes Fri 4:10, 7:00, 9:45; Sat- 

Sun 1:00, 4:10, 7: ; Mon-Thu 
00, 9:45 


Lee. (PG) 

Fa 3: conn "10, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 
3:40, 7:10, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:10, 
10:00 


'S ISLAND (G) 
50, 6:40, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
6:40, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:10 


RUINS (18A, scenes) 

Fri 4:16, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
4:15, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 
10:20 ~ 
SUPERHERO MOVIE (14A) 
Fri 4:40, 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1: 
4:40, 6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6/50, 9:30 


NIM‘ 
Fri 3: 
3:50, 
THE 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 

Fri 3:30, 7:15, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
3:30, 7:15, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
10:10 

DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, violence) 

Fri 4:00, 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:00, 6:30, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:20 
HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 

Fri 4:30, 7:05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:30, 7:05, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40 
10,000 BC (PG, violence) 

Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:20, 
Sonne 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:20, 
10:1 


8712-108 St, 433-0728 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14) 
Daily 9:00; Sat-Sun 3:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sie Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 458-9622 


PROM NIGHT (14. violence) 
son 12:40, 2:20, 4:00, 5:45, 7:40, 
30 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Dally 12:45, 5:55 

21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 1:50, 4:30, 7:00, 9:15 


NIMS ISLAND (G) 
Daily 1:25, 3:20, 5:20, 7:15, 9:05 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (14A) 
Daily 2:35, 4:15, 7:45, 9:25 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:55, 8:45 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


000148 Ave, Camrose, 780-600-2144 


NIMS ISLAND (G) 
Dally 7:10, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 


THE AUINS (184, gory scenes) 
Dally 7:05, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:20 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:20 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:15 


780-362-3922 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Sat Sun 1:05, 3:15 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Dally 6:55, 9:25; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:25 


THE RUINS (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Dally 7:00, 9:20; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


PROM NIGHT (144, violence) 
Dally 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:10 


9028-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-0212 


JOE STRUMMER: THE FUTURE IS 
UNWRITTEN (144, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun, Tue 7:00; Sat, Mon, Wed 
9:00 

NORMAL (STC) 

Fri, Sun, Tue 9:30; Sat, Mon, Wed 
7:00 


EDMONTON TONIGHT (STC) 
Fri 11:30 


PROM NIGHT [14A, violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 
3:00 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Daily 6:50, 8:50; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:35, 
2:50 

LEATHERHEADS (PG) 

Daily 7:10, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:55, 
3:05 


THE AUINS (184, gory scenes) 
Mer 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:30, 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:15; 1:00, 3:20 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (14A) 
Pe: aca a Sun, Tue 1:10, 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
pay 6:45, 8:40; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 


10337-62 Ave, 433-0728 


UP THE YANGTZE (14A) 
Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


UNDER THE SAME MOON (PG) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


THE BANDS VISIT (PG, coarse lan- 
quage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:20 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (144) 
Daily 9:00; Sat-Sun 3:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


PROM NIGHT (144. violence) 
Daily 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 8:00, 10:25 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
No passes Daily 12:50, 3:40, 7:20, 
10.10 


LEATHERHEADS (PG) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:00, 10/20 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Dally 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 7:10, 9:30 


SHINE A LIGHT: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 


THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 1:40, 4:40, 7:15, 9:50 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (14) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 3:50, 7:35, 9:45; 
Wed 3:50, 7:35, 9:45) Star and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


RUN FAT BOY RUN (14A) 
Dally 12:40, 3:20, 6:30, 9:20 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 1:15, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 


STOP-LOSS (144, violence, coarse 
language) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15; 
Sat 4:50, 7:40, 10:15 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, violence) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:30, 6:40, 9:25; 
Wed 12:20, 3:30, 10:00 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 

Dally 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 9:55 
10,000 BC (PG, violence) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 55, 6:45, 9:35; 
Wed 3:55, 6:45, 9:35; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: TRISTAN 
UND ISOLDE - ENCORE 
(Classification not available) 

Sat 10:30 


TELUS-WORLD OF SCIENCE 
19211-14281, 780-452-9100 


INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR 
FILM FESTIVAL 
Various films: Sat, April 12 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Ad, 455-8726 


STREET KINGS (184A, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00 
9:35; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:15, 7:00, 9:35 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 


DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:25; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:25, 7:20, 9:25 


THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:10, 7:10, 9:15 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Dalby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45; 
Sat-Sun 1:30, 3:40, 6:45 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
DTS Digital Daily 9:00 


| WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 

Sat Sun 1:05, 3:15 

21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:25; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:25 
THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30 

NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
Dally 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:10 


= & 


; 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 10, 2008 
1. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
2. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 
3. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
4. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
5 KD Lang- Watershed (nonesuch) 
"6. The Racontours - Consolers Of The Lonely (warner) 
7. Nine Inch Nails - Ghosts 1-4 (nin) 
8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 
9. Daniel Lanois — Here Is What Is (red floor) 
10. Vampire Weekend - S/T (xi) 
11.Gnarls Barkley — The Odd Couple (downtown) 
12.Radiohead - In Rainbows (tbd records) 
13.She & Him —Volume One (merge) 
14.Sun Kil Moon — April (caldo verde) 
15.Robert Plant & Alison Krauss ~ Raising Sound (rounder) 
16.The DODOS - Visiter (french kiss) 
17: Ladyhawke — Shots (jagjaguwar) 
“18: Cadence Weapon - —After Party Babies (upper class) 
19. Drive By Truckers - Brighter Than Creation's Dark (new west) 
20.Kathleen Edwards - Asking For Flowers (maple) 
21.Dead Child - Attack (quarter stick) 
22. Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
23. Nada Surf— Lucky (barsuk) 
24. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 
25.Man Man — Rabbit Habits (anti) 
26. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
27.lron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
28. Gary Louris - Vagabonds (ryko) 


"5899, O.S.T.- I'm Not There (columbia) 


30. Exit Strategy - United States Of Amnesia (es systems) 


JANE VAIN ¢ tHe open matter 


LOVE 1S WHERE THE SMOKE IS 
ON Sar Now 


Calgary's Jane Vain & The Dark 
Matter have been turning heads all 
over the place with the coolest record 
since Timbuk 3's, Greetings from 
Timbuk 3. Released earlier this year, 
Love Is Where The Smoke Is is 
just the beginning for this big city 
6 peice. Did | mention | used 

to live in Calgary? 


“ACE COM/MEGATL OMONTON 


FILM CAPSULES 


Not necessarily egregiously bad, mind 
you: Clooney and co-star John 
Krasinski—and, to a lesser degree, Reneé 
Zellweger—are far too cinematically 
charismatic to make this a true dud. But 
holy man does this film not ever manage 
to do anything at all it sets out to. 

A decently significant portion of the 
blame for that sits in Clooney's director 
chair: though he did an admirable job in 
the far more staid drama Good Night, and 
Good Luck, he seems fairly incapable af 
Sustaining any sort of energy, comedic or 
otherwise, in his films. As with his man- 
gling of the Charlie Kaufman-penned 
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind, here 
Clooney just can't seem to get the camera 
to suggest any kind of life, which is trou- 
blesome enough when you're trying to get 
some kind of romantic or comedic spark, 
but is downright unbearable when you're 
sitting through football scenes that hold 
all the drama and excitement of peewee 
tykes forgetting if they're supposed to be 
a guard or a tackle. 

That said, Clooney had a lot more life to 
suck out with Kaufman's script; Leatherheads 
iS a significantly more tin-eared film, to the 
point where not even Clooney himself, prob- 
ably the most charismatic actor of his gener- 
ation can save some of the lines: “You're the 
kind of cocktail that comes on like sugar but 
gives you a kick in the head” doesn’t even 
work as a bad parody of Prohibition-era pat- 
ter. (To that end, it isn’t surprising to see Rick 
Reilly, the former SI columnist who's guiding 
philosophy as a writer is novelty, no matter 
how reactionary or meaningless, listed as 
one of the film’s writers.) 

Even beyond that, though, there’s just too 
much indelicately crammed into the story for 
any of it to actually find its footing and get 
compelling: there's the underdog sports 
league angle, the romantic triangle, the cor- 
fuption of sport (it's absolutely amazing how 
quickly pro football goes from backwater 
also-ran to stadium-filling den of sleaze), try- 
ing to make it as a woman in a man’s world, 
exposing a fake war hero's lies: it's enough 
that the supposedly climatic moment, the big 
game, barely seems relevant to the people 
involved, never mind the audience watching. 

There are a few cute, spry moments, 
but they're easily overshadowed by the 
vast stretches of tedium. Overall, you'd be 
better off renting Bringing Up Baby and 
interspersing it with football highlights 


NIM'S ISLAND 

DIRECTED BY MARK LEVIN, JENNIFFER FLACKETT 
WRITTEN BY JOSEPH KWONG, PAULA MAZUR, 
LEVIN, FLACKETT 

STARRING ABIGAIL BRESLIN, JODIE FOSTER, 
GERARD BUTLER 

re 


OMAR MOQUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

Now | doubt that any of We's readers 
rushed out to see Nim's Island \ast week- 
end, but if you have kids and need to occu- 
py them, stimulate their imaginations and 
encourage their appreciation of nature 
and adventure, | urge you to take them to 
this movie. Based upon a book by the 
same title, it indulges in the fantasies of a 
courageous young girl and a cowardice 
book writer. 

Nim (Abigail Breslin) lives alone with 
her scientist dad Jack (Gerard Butler) on an 
undisclosed island, home to an active vol- 
cano. Despite her antisocial upbringing, 
Nim loves the seclusion, and besides, she's 
befriended a seagull, a sea lion, and a 


lizard, which are way better than a friend or 
a mother could ever be. When she’s not 
dancing with the animals, she keeps her 
head buried in Alex Raver books. 

Nim imagines Alex Rover as an Indiana 
Jones-type adventurer, always wiggling 
himself out of trouble, and resembling her 
dad exactly. Gerard Butler also plays 
Rover in fantasy sequences (spare your- 
self the psychoanalytic, Electra complex 
ramblings—she's just a little girl). What 
Nim doesn’t know is Alex Rover is the pen 
name of Alexandra Rover (Jodie Foster), 
an agoraphobic, germaphobie, anthropho- 
bic woman. Foster is completely over-the- 
top with her nuttiness, but kids will surely 
enjoy her dumb foibles. 

While researching her next adventure, 
Rover contacts Jack to infer about volca- 
noes. Since Jack is out fishing for plankton, 
Nim acts as his assistant, conducting the 
research herself. But after she injures her- 
self badly, Jack doesn’t return when prom- 
ised, and a cruise ship discovers the island 
and plans to turn it into a resort, she reach- 
es out to Alex Rover—the adventurer, not 
the write-—for help. Thus, it becomes 
another instalment in the Home Alone fran- 
chise, but it's on an island. 

But hey, what's wrong with Home 
Alone? \'m sure you can recall the first 
time you witnessed young Macaulay 
Culkin foil those nasty robbers’ plans. 
That's what children who see this movie 
will experience. That plus some worldly 
escapades 

Husband and wife directors Mark Levin 
and Jennifer Flackett amused both adults 
and children with the little-known gem 
Little Manhattan, a family-oriented, 
Woody Allen-esque romantic comedy. 
Here, the entertainment is almost strictly 
for the kids (although Rover's Purell obses- 
sions may strike a chord with some neu- 
rotics). You will probably roll your eyes a 
lot, especially after watching each charac- 
ter escape death by the most unbelievable 
means, but your children’s eyes will be 
unblinking and too dry to shift anywhere 
off screen. 


THE RUINS 

DIRECTED BY CARTER SMITH 

WRITTEN BY SCOTT 8 SMITH 

STARRING JENA MALONE, JOWATHAN TUCKER 
kkk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 


A couple servings of tantalizing college stu- 


NIM'S ISLAND 


dent flesh goes to waste in the adaptation 
of Scott B Smith’s novel The Ruins, and it’s 
easy to blame the pile of haunted rose 
bushes coating the walls of a Mayan ruin in 
Mexico. The thrilling element of this horror 
story is how its victims fall prey to them- 
selves more quickly than to the “monsters, 
a storytelling MacGuffin seen in the better 
half of most zombie features where para- 
Nola and jealousy strike a subtle emotional 
chord to impact the display of violence. 

Four tequila-drenched Americans are 
drawn away from their cozy resort on their 
last day in Mexico to visit a hidden 
archaelogical dig site. They are convinced 
to join a tourist from Germany and his 
friend, despite all the telling signs on the 
way that suggest that something really 
horrible lies ahead. A cab driver tells them 
to book it home while they still can, the 
path is blocked off halfway to their desti- 
nation, and when they finally reach it, a 
posse of villagers chase them up the ruins 
threatening bloody murder. 

So they're stuck at the top of this thing 
with less than enough water and food, 
and soon realize why they shouldn't have 
come. Studly med student Jeff (Jonathan 
Tucker) tries to keep his compadres calm 
amongst the catastrophe, which gets 
worse once they try to retrieve a ringing 
cell phone at the pit of a mine shaft. But 
once the German breaks some limbs anc 
Stacey (Laura Ramsey) gets a nasty cut 
on her thigh, a bunch of leafy green vines 
grow inside their wounds. Soon enough 
Amy (Jena Malone) helps the gang real 
ize that their own private revisiting of 
Little Shop of Horrors is why they were 
told not come here. 

But as a nameless user on the film's 
juvenile forum at imdb.com shared, the 
plants are never guilty of eating anybody 
They're-most definitely manipulative anc 
disgusting, not a far cry from the Stepher 
King chapter of Creepshow, but nonethe 
less the film’s insane gore is a result o! 
the difficulty of survival amongst hyster'- 
cal Westerners. Author Smith wrote the 
screenplay for his own book, so the film 
feels like a sincere imagining of his work 
that shares what he senses are its appeal 
ing strengths. And it wouldn‘it be my 
assessment if | didn’t commend the cas! 
ing of underdog hotties Malone (Donnie 
Darko) and Shawn Ashmore (X-Men), who 
prove in a couple short scenes that little 
boobs and skinny muscles are enticing 
and memorable. w 
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Say a Highway Prayer for Twilight Hotel 


FOEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

t's a special thing when two musi- 
|e click and begin creating a 

whole that is far greater than the 
separate pieces. For Dave Quanbury 
and Brandy Zdan, the duo that is Twi- 
light Hotel, the moment was immedi- 
ate and the chemistry undeniable—both 
musically and romantically—when they 
met in the summer of 2002 at Ontario's 
Trout Forest Music Festival. 

“It's always kind of a universal thing 
ihat a musician likes to connect with 
another musician, and when it works 
you can kinda tell, and when it doesn't 
work you can definitely tell,” Quanbury 
recalls over the phone from the cou- 
ple’s Winnipeg home. “With me and 
Brandy, I was able to take everything 
that I do and just add it to what she did 
and we were kind of like musical soul 
mates. We knew right away. 

“We met and we played around a 
campfire and in the middle of that very 
lirst Song we were playing we knew 
this is exactly what was going to hap- 
pen, that we were going to team up 
and that was going to be the beginning 
of the entire story,” he adds. “It didn't 
take any time to figure out. I'd say if it 
was a three-minute song we probably 
knew by minute one.” 

Quanbury speaks with a deliber- 
ate, passionate enthusiasm that is 
contagious. He is certain that he and 
Zdan are meant to be making music 
tagether and it’s impossible to dis- 
agree with him, especially after lis- 
tening to the duo's second album, 
Highway Prayer. The disc is wrapped 
up in a sound that is as scratched 
and dusty as an old record found hid- 
den away in an attic. But while the 
sonic qualities give the album its 
character, the lifeblood pumps 
directly through the songs that the 
‘wo of them have written. 


QUANBURY SAYS THAT there are any 


bu 
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SAT, APA 12(8 PM) 


TWILIGHT HOTEL 
WITH HERALD NX ATHAN CARROLL 
VEWET UNDERGROUND, $10 


number of possible approaches to the 
writing of Wwilibt Hotel's material— 
sometimes Ofie of them has just the 
lyrics and needs some chords, while 
other tunes are written entirely with 
the two of them sitting together and 
tossing ideas back and forth—but it 
wasn't always like that 

“It took us a while to stop being two 
separate performers where I was 
adding to something she was doing 
and she was adding to something ! 
was doing,” he explains. “We'd actually 
have a show where | would play a set 
and she would play a set, but she'd 
back up my set and I’d back up her set, 
and then once upon a time, one day 
we just decided, ‘Hey, let’s mix our 
songs together in the same set,’ and 
once we did that I think that’s where 
the entity of Twilight Hotel was born 

“On her own she’s a fabulous 
singer-songwriter and on my own I'm 
also a singer-songwriter,” he contin- 
ues. “And so for a while that’s all we 
were doing, we were just two differ- 
ent singer-songwriters playing togeth- 
er but then somewhefe, the 
collaboration, it became it’s own ent- 
ty: Twilight Hotel.” 

When Twilight Hotel heads back 
out on the road after a brief break at 
home, it will be with just Quanbury 
and Zdan on the stage. Quanbury 
says that the two of them do occa- 
sionally add a rhythm section when 
playing around Winnipeg—specitfical- 
ly, he says that they use the drummer 
and the bassist from the Scott Nolan 
Band—but he’s quite proud of the fact 
that he’s been told that he and Zdan 
make a lot of noise for a duo, playing 
as though they have a band bashing 


eee 


away behind them. . 

“| have people come up to me and 
say, ‘Oh, I could just hear drums and I 
could just hear bass,’ and the more | 
think about that, that’s kind of a coof 
aspect of the show, kind of a theatre 


of the my relates, “People are 
imaginingwfiat could be there.” 


THE STUDIO IS something different for 


Twilight Hotel, though. On Highway 
Prayer, producer Colin Linden recorded? 
the duo with a band that included Dave 
Roe of Johnny Cash's band on bass and 
the late Richard Bell, piano player for 
both Janis Joplin and, in later years, the 
Band. Quanbury happily gives the credit 
for the album’s sound to Linden 

“It was really Colin Linden’s call—he 
said, ‘You know, I’ve thought about 
your songs a lot, | want to do these 
ones and I’ve got these guys that | 
want to play on them,’ and the quality 
of these players, we were just not 
going to say no to that,” he remem 
bers. “These guys would hear the song 
for the first time and that’s what was 
recorded, because they're just so intu- 
itive. We didn’t have rehearsals with 
them; we didn’t sit down and discuss 
parts. We just played as we normally 
did and they just played along 

“One day we do intend to make a 
record as a duo,” he adds, suggest 
ing that, for Twilight Hotel, the 
recording process Is an evolving one 
that is continually in flux. “Every 
batch of songs is going to dictate 
what the arrangement should be. 
We have a new batch of songs and 
they haven't really taken shape in 
our heads so it’s hard to know 
whether this particular new batch of 
songs will be the one to do that. But 
there’s also the option of trying to 
capture the live show arfd putting 
out a record that is from a gig, so 
maybe that’s the one that ends up 
being a duo record.” w 
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Caribou is math-rock in a sideways sorta way 


= 
ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa @vueweokly.com 
an Snaith’s music never called 
D« vocals. His songs never 
felt lacking; they never lost 
your attention. But fast forward to 
“Hello Hammerheads,” the stand-out 
track on 2005's Milk of Human Kind- 
ness, revel in its ethereal beauty and 
you immediately understand why he 
chose to give his latest album, Andor- 
Td, a voice. 

"It's been a gradual thing,” says 
Snaith, better known by his moniker, 
Caribou, over the phone from North 
Hampton. “The other albums [have] a 
bit of vocals, so it meant I was singing 
on stage every night—but not to the 
extent of this album. Recording the 
album showed me what my voice can 
and can’t do. Now that Ising every 
night it’s not a big deal, but if you had 
asked me five years ago to go on stage 
and sing I would've been terrified.” 


S.I.R.E.N.S. proudly presents 7 


2 Great Nig! 


RETA 1 
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Snaith has certainly had ample 
opportunity to shed his stage fright. 
He and his band have been on tour 
virtually non-stop around the world 
since releasing the record in August 
2007. It was only five months ago that 
they graced the stage at the Starlite 
Room here in Edmonton, but already 
they’re back again—at the same 
venue, even. 

“The songs change as we're tour- 
ing,” he assures. “We thought it would 
be fun to do North America again. Pri- 
marily, we're doing it because we 
enjoy it.” ; 

According to some industry specta- 
tors, Caribou’s popularity has spiked 


Hosted by 
Mike McDonald 
he Singing Emcee 


~ Proceeds to support the Breakfast Program at St. Francis of Assisi School 


with this record. Snaith’s anecdotes of 
packing shows in such far flung 
places as Croatia—and his return to 
this city—seem to confirm that. _ 
"[We're] getting to [attract fans] all 


over,” he says. “Over the years [the 
fan base has] built up to be pretty 
good everywhere ... We did some 
shows off the touring map and the 
crowds were great everywhere.” 


SNAITH'S MOVE TO England six years 
ago to complete his PhD in math at 
the University of Sheffield inadver- 
tently helped him cover more ground 
with his music. He has a solid base 
established on this side of the Atlantic 
and he’s been able to country-hop 
easily in Europe, garnering attention 
there. Surprisingly, that’s not the only 
instance where his life as a mathe- 
matician and a musician intersect. 
"The thing that is common to both 
of them is they’re both this abstract 


10030-102ST INFO:428-STAR 


struggle to create something. Math 
much more creative at the resea, ck 
level than it is in high school Putting 
together something that’s hard to <. 
the end result while you're wor king 
on it and then that ‘eureka’ moment 
when it comes together,” he explains 
though he admits that’s about th, 
only commonality between them 
“There's definitely no mathematics j, 
my music.” 

(Though, every interviewer loves ;, 
ask anyways. “It's fair enough,” Snait) 
says, probably shrugging. “it’s som: 
thing that stands out about me.") 

What you will find in his electron(, 
pop are lush melodies flush with emo 
tion and flecked with rock tendencie 
particularly on his most recent album 
He explains the shift from electron: 
loop-based music to a (sort of) mor; 
traditional set up occurred organica| 
ly. 


“1 don’t plan any of the changes o; 
wanting to make it more popular,” } 
says. “The only kind of factor that 
determines what makes it on the 
album is, ‘What makes me excited? 
This time around it was the composi 
tion and focussing on melodies and 
harmonies and densities of music: 
ideas ... | guess the important thing 
for me isn’t starting from point A \: 
get to point B. Each time I try to di 
something that I find exciting.” 

And the Canadian indie scene i 
one set of pipes richer for it. v 
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latest collaborative effort from John Murrell 
and John Estacio, The Houses Stand Not 
‘ar Apa ae Karl Jenkin’s The 


Stand Not Far Apart will be Estacio’s first 
Edmonton premiere in several years. 

Estacio acknowledges the heavy cata- 
logue of music pleading for peace, 
understanding and hope that comes 
before his work. This includes some 
major Classical works, but also tons of 
folk and indie rock gems. 


ing for peace. Those songs are certainly 
Potent and have done wonderful things. My 
Canvas Is slightly larger—it involves con- 
siderably larger forces coming together to 
bring it to life. But, other than that, | don’t 
find that much different. It's still music and 
words; we're just using different colours.” 
When speaking about the specifics of 


ing their affect. “It's really a metaphor,” he 
begins simply. “There are two houses divid- 
ed by a small river, It's a metaphor for two 
worlds, for two countries, for two different 
tribes, separated geographically while 
remaining so close. They bave a lot of 
strong similarities, and they don’t realiz 


how similar they are. In fact, its only 
differences passed on from generation to 


“Its just a different canvas,” he sighs. The Houses Stand Not Far Apart, Estacio's 

‘ith @'S so much wonderful folk and pop —_voice fills with latent enthusiasm, seeming- 

S$ __music that deals with world order, and cry- ly painting the words in the air and admir- 
oS Rie 
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SATURDAY APRIL 12 


PERFECT BLUE 
with HOSTILE HERO 
AnD GARNEA 


AMAR 


Hock Reguae Bowls World 4 F 


FRIDAY APRIL 11 


CARPENTER 


40 THEIVES 
THE RAPTORS 


nk Grouves 


FRIDAY APRIL 18 


A TRIBUTE TO... 


ROBIN NASH 


witt THE GHETTOBLASTERS 
EUPHONOIC AND GUESTS 
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ROCK, REGGAE, ROOTS, WORLD & FUNK 


MAMAGUROOVE 


LIGHT TRAVELS 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutt 
Robison, 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage, 
Som 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Barley Wik: $15 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10om 


DRUID Guitar heroes 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 

FOUR ROOMS Finld Trip. Spm 


HULBERT'S Both Portman; 8pm: $10 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no ver Bom 

JAMMERS pus Thursday open jam; 
71pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pon/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am_ 
NEW CITY Intensives, B-Movies, The 
Pervs; no minors; 8pm (door) $5 
WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYANE'S The Uncas 


PAWN SHOP Carpenter, 40 Thieves. 
The Raptors, Spm (doar) 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 
Sardonic Songwriter Symposium: Kris 
Demeanor, Tom Holliston, Dave Lang, 
8:30pm, $10/$8 (if you mention Vue) 


STARLITE ROOM 3 Inches of Blood 
Himsa, Bison, all ages event: 7pm 
{door}; $18 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blacktyrd 


WILD WEST Wyatt 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Master of 
Music Recital: John Paul Ksiazek 
(pianol: 8pm: frea 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins Lighter 
Classics: The Trumpat Shall Sound 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, Jens 
Lindemann (trumpet), Bob Bernhardt 
(Conductor: 8pm, $28-$65 at 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop. lounge. electro with Du Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 


Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Fock 


Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Follow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastflabyDaddy 

FILTHY MecHASTY'S Punit Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLIAD LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with Du Demian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite Top 
40/dance with OJ Christian 

GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: InVinesable, Touch Mt, and 
Capone 

HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Altout 
Qs DU Degree, tunior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
‘Stevers; Spm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thurs: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Docha, tech tr Wectro with DJ 
‘Savage Garrat: no minors; no cover 
MEW CITY | Love ‘80s Party: with 
Blue Jay, Naz Nomack no minors 
8:30pm (door) 

NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam: no manors: 
10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Soisahotic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at Bpm. 


Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
tock, R&B, urban and danca with DJ 
Mikes: Spm-2am; no cover 

PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit it 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pi residents 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 0.) 
Degree, DU Generic: Spme no cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Pavio; 7.20pm; $38 
a TicketMaster, Arden’s box office 
459-1542 


JATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutf 
Robison 

AQIS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: One Day Late and 
friends (acoustic): 8pm 

BLUE CHAIR Morgan Davis; listening 
show; $15 (advi/$20 (door) 

THE CARROT Live music Fridays 
Mike Sadava and Ken Brown: Bpmy $5 
CASINO EDMONTON 0...0 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Supremes (tribute) 


FOUR ROOMS Field Trip; Spm; $5 


FRESH START Live music Fridays: 
Herkey Cutler; 6-Spm 


HULBERT'S PUB Dana Wylie Band, 
8pm, $10 {door} 


JEFFREYS CAFE Sandy Foster Trio 
with Andrew Glover (keys) and Wes 
Yacruk (guitar); Spm-1 2am; $15 


JET NIGHTCLUB Suzie McNeil, 
Radioforhelp, Hello Operator, Tha 
Amigos; 7pm; $10.50 at TicketMaster 


SEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 4:30pm; no cover 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Live music 
Friday; Becky and the Kingdom of 
Budgies; 7:30pm 


MACLAB CITADEL THEATRE Teans 
@ The Tum 8 Fundraiser and Kick- Dif 
Samantha Schultz, Michaet Rault, The 
Juice: 7:30pm $15 at 
citadeltheatre.com, 425-1820, 
fundraiser in support of the Teens & 
The Tum festival 


GYM Hands together for community. 
Slowburn, all ages: 8:30pm-12:00am 
$12.50 at Strathcona Baptist Church 
{odv/door), info 439-3654 

TEMPLE HI*FIVE: with Daphutur, 
Theodore, 1 Size Fits All, OJ Age: Spm, 


URBAN LOUNGE Granny Dynamite 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Aaron 
Sooth, Kara Keith, Your Dignity; 89m 


WALD WEST Wyart 


XX WRECKS Mr Lucky (blues/roots|: & 
12; no cover 


YARDBIAD SUITE Dee Daniels with - 


Chris Andrew Trio; Bpm (door), Spm 
(show), $14 (member//$18 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Tango First 
Century: Ensemble Romulo Larrea; 
8pm; tickets available at the Winspear 
Centre box office 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our 
rockandroll/punkrock/‘abitofeverthing/i 
ndy with DJs Jebus and Anarchy 
Adam (from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Mesting); G-Whir 


‘OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock. funk, soul. hip hop with DJ 
Garto, DJ Mega Watson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
Mmerengue-bachata-house-reggeaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday res- 
ident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco, 
Tpm-12midnight 


STOLLIS Top 40, A&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


PREVUE / TUE, APR 15 (7:30 PM) / BILL BOURNE & BIVOR PALSDOT- 
TIR/ THE ARDEN / $28 Bourne will bring his top hat and Palsdattir will 
bring all of the consonants in her name to the Anten for what will no 


doubt be one crazy musical evening. 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday; Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR 1)! James; no cover 
BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday: 
DUs spin on the main floor; the 
Wooftop: DJ Ben Jammin’ 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


PREVUE / SAT APR 12 (7 PM) / HELIX / JET NIGHTCLUB / $9.75 
Gimme an R 0 _.C _.K .. Whatcha got? Helix? Really? Still rocking, 


buh? Who knew? 


MEAD HALL Archon Legion, Mother 
Died Today, Shadowblade, Tarantuja, 
Stallort, no minors: 8pm (doork $10 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Cluty Wendell Ferguson, Kathenne 
Wheatley: 7:30pm (doorl: $12 {adv at 
Alfie Myhre’s Music, Southside 
Sound/$15 (door) into 436-1554 


OBYRME'S Chris Wynters 


OM THE ROCKS Mourning Wood 
with DU Shawnibis: Spm: $5 


on Folk Chub: Rosheen: 7pm 
tL $17 (ach) at TK 
on the Square/$20 {door} 


fentano (Inibute fo Adnano 

p's songs! Tina Zanotto (song 
Spm (deo), 7pm vor eat 

BD ne Ginny it 


{concert 


STARLITE ROOM Sutiterrsnean 
Sound. Oh Snaplanc Higher Level 
present Calling All Jenglists 4: 9pm 


STEEPS-OLD GLENORA Fich Teylor 


fo cover 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em femous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash. come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disso, end elec 
Tronic ineie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock hip hop, 
house. mash upc no minors 


ESMERALDA'S Exzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Too 
tracks, mck. retro with OJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with OU 
Christian 


WALD Mod Clute indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘BOs soul with DJ 
Biue Jay, OJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm: $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hygrota Friday 
Breakbeat, house. progressive and 
electro with Groovy Ouvy, OU Fuure 


(NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, alterna- 
tive, techno with Qs Dervish, 
Squirrelly B, quests; no minors; 9pm, 
(door 
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STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE 7.G.|,Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTiance, Beats and the dance-y stuff 
with the Techno Hippy Crew. quests 
Shadow FX. Wav Occupation, 
Psycosmic, Space Age 

URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 
'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma: no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Net ae ites JEL Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Duff 
Robison 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: Wafer Thin Mints: five acoustic 
music every Saturday altemoon; 4 
Spm: no cover 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jan Randall: lis- 
tering show, $15 (adv\/$20 {door} 


BLUES ON WHYTE Bard of the 
week, 34pm: open blues jam every 
Saturday aftemoon; 3-8:30pm 

THE CARROT Open mic Ssturdays: 
730-10pm, 

CASINO EDMONTON 0). 0 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Supremes (tribute) 

EDDIE SHORTS Crushlistox The Wild 
FILTHY McHASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
‘aed quests, 1pm (door), 2-Gpm (show) 
FOUR ROOMS Fiold Trip: 9pm: $5 
HULBERT'S Shayne Lararowich, Sp: 
$10 (door) 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam. 
3-7-20pm: country/rock band Spmn-Zam 
JEXYLL AND HYDE Hoadwind 
(pop/rock! $:30pm, no cover 
JEFFREYS CAFE Sandy Foster Trio 
with Andrew Glover (keys) and Wes 
Yaciuk (guitart Spm-1 2am, $15 


(JET MIGHTCLUB Helix. the Amigos: 
Tom; $8.75 at TicketMaster 


Jonsson, A Little Project, Being. Eric 
Babir and others; 7pm (doort: $7 (sug 
Qested donation proceeds to MMiedical 
Mission trip to Harti in Aug 2008: info 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


701-2842, ianendcorie@gmait 
MEAD HALL Metal for Cary; 
Stnker, Lucifer Project. Vinyl S; 
Gun, Define Necess 
{door}; $10 proceeds to 
To End Breast Cancer 

METRO BILLARDS 3. 
{fock/reggae/Indie}; 10 
OBYRNES Satntey after 
Chis Winters, quests 
OM THE ROCKS } 
with DJ Crazy Dave: Spx 


RENDEZVOUS PUB y 
Oath of Hera, All Else Fails 


‘STARLITE ROOM 0- 
release); Bpm 


TAPHOUSE Satuniay Moose 
jam: 3-7pm every Sat 
TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Electfi 
Oubwise Dancerock Bi 
Mashed Up Party Riddim: 
with Degree, All Out Dus. 
Commander, Spm 


URBAN LOUNGE Granny Dynan) 


WILD WEST Wyatt 


WINDSOR BAR Los C 
Bastard Son and ie 


Chis Andrew Trio; Bam 
(shows $14 (member 


—_ CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HAL HALL The hu 
Bons Konovaloy (piano! 
{advlt$15 (seniors\/$! 
TIX on the Square, door 


MeDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Spring Concert: Je Te Retrouve ( 
Saint-Jean, Mireille, Rijavec, Camp 
Saint-Jean's voice stud 8pm; 
$15 (adv) at Libreine Le Carrefou 
Bookstore; info 455-8503 


ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
CENTRE Concordia School of N 
Jubiloso! Bells of Canc 
$10 (aduht/$8 (student 
TIX on the Square 


of Conflict Richard 
Leonard Ratalaft (cond 
$20-$35 at TIX on 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ Sc 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
evenings on the Main Floor 
Alt Rock/Electro/Trash, The ' 
Sessions with Miss Mann 
BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrovec 


DELUXE BURGER BAR 
70s progressive rock, disc 
tronic indie with Joal Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Flock. 10) 
house, Mash up 
ESMERALDA'S Super Parties £ 
Sata different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Satuns2ys Gor 
Mash-Up: with Hanen B anv 
Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE 
tracks, rock. retro with DJ Ox 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Snr 


Morrison, Nestor Delano, An f 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Size Sou 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Saturdays real ahtematne. « 
punk with DU Nazz Nomad. 


RED STAR Sonurdoys sie 
hop, and electro with 0 Hot 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival me's 
ROLLERSKATIG 
DESEO Sportsworld inline 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 req 
mix of retro and disco: 1-Spm em 
‘Tpm-12 midnight 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top # °! 


would be nice to 


house with People’s DJ 
TEMPLE Oh Snapt: Every Saturday 


titles such as 


laying 


ith a Mon- 
s the utmost 
es. Well, so it 


‘stage with Rob Taylor, 4-8pm 
HULBERT'S PUB Songwriters Stage: 


seems, anyway. — 

"The song ‘Lexington’ was named 
after the place where we recorded it: Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,” says the ather Chiodos 
guitarist Pat MacManaman, talking-about 
the first single off the band’s latest 
release, The Bone Palace Ballet. “The 
rest of the title came from the name of 
my old dog that | grew up with.” 

“The song, ‘If. Cut My Hair, Hawait 
Will Sink,’ was something Matt (God- 


(OM THE ROCKS Souljah Fya Sundays 
with OJ Mike 


dard, bassist] said one night when he 
was wasted,” Hale says with a chuckle. 
“They're all inside jokes in the band. We 
don't really care about titles, so whatever 
works it's cool—within a certain degree.” 

Originally called the Chiodos Bros, the 
band got its name from filmmakers 
Stephen, Charles and Edward Chiodo, 
who made a movie called, Killer Clowns 
From Outer Space, which the band mem- 
bers are huge fans of. 

Aside from its song titles and band 
name, there is an accessible complexity in 
Chiodos’ music that is attractive to main- 
Stream listeners and music snobs alike. 
As a group, the six members of Chiodos 
sit down to write the songs together. 

“Sometimes it can be difficult writing 
that way, but most of the time it's okay,” 
MacManaman says. 

Hale, who has a metal side project 
called King, says the band works hard to 
put on a great show for their fans. 


“| hope the audience has a good time 


at our shows and it'd be awesome if 
they were fucking astounded, like it was 
the best show they'd ever seen,” says 
Hale, who admits that he still gets nerv- 
ous playing before a live audience. 

So what would Hale be doing if he 
wasn't playing guitar in Chiodos? 

“| don't know,” the 21-year-old says. 
“Probably going to school, trying to start 


a band.” 


RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jar and 
Reflections: The Don Berner Trio; 3:30- 
Spm 


And then he starts to laugh. 


kelly@micherti,com 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday Industry 
Night: Requests with Qu Bo 


with Degree and Allon DJs with hosted by Rhea Marcty, 7pm, no cover OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 

woah quests; Som JAMBAERS PUB Sunday open bives bose la pee Larcher A a URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and (aca jam; 4-8pm, i [ee end her Gentlaran of Swing: 2 Sundays: Dus InVine and Macca 
bern Spm: $15, 488-5043 for tickets WUNDERBAR Sundays 0 Gallatoa 
Y AFTERHOURS Roloase Saturdays and XS, quests; no cover 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


CLASSICAL 


HALL Master of 
Music Recital: Madeleine Graham 
{piano}; 3pm, free 


BALLROOM Eimonton Opera False: 
brunch: Opera Brunch: Pancakes with 
‘your Pusnini 11am (brunch), 12 
(performance), 4291000 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK BOG FREEHOURE Splurge DIS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleorran 
© Release Party Team Buildiog. Mondays live music monthty, no cower 
chan, The Blazing Violets; 2pm fF TinaD 

fo Choate oe E : NEVE ALA? ( : Industry Night: with Atorni¢ Improv 3, Protast the Hero, Fall ot Troy 
pepe geal SHYDE/ $10 Remember when this space featured the Superfantastics? } | Jamoots and Ds Tim st om. $85 
e . = : ster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd 

CHAIR CAFE Jirn Findlay Well, based on name alone, this hand is that much better BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sundry fs 

= ae e Afternoons: Phil, 2-7m, Main Floor 

CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Got To Give It Up Funk Soul Motown, |  IMORY CLUB Open mic Mondays 

nday sant Tom Diseo with Ou Red Dawn spinning music and comedy; Bom 

OUSTER'S PUB Suneay open stage MEWCASTLE PUB Live Sure jam OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: acoustic | BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 

haste by the Mary Thoves Bend posted by Wity and Daves 2-309 jam every Sunday afternoon with the | greatest in Housa, Progressive and Poss hosted by Ke, res, Goria and 

EDDIE SHORTS OBYRNES Sunday ni n stage Shuffiehound, 1:30-Sam_ Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 1Dpm-2:30arn Matt 3-12.30 

Fee Sine) soa wih Joa id coe quest Dus inquire at 
| = « ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10025-103 St » ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4601 « 

THE ARTERY 9524 Jespar Ave * AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave * AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 990 
001 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 Si. 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 1052 upstairs, 
36-4418 © THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9096 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 402.08 

ioe) BiLLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Piain Rd. 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10426 
82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624 re 

= ue, 089-2861 © BLUES ONWHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 » BOOTS 10242-106 St. 423-5018 © BUDDY'S 
IN7JSE Jesper Ave, 488-6636 + CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Awe + CASINO EDMONTON 7059 /vay'l Hd 463-9467 © 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-1653 St, 424-9467 » CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-1000 « CHRISTO- 
SHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Milboume Rd, West. 462-6565 + CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 St 4878907" | 
CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta 492-0601. COWBOYS 10102-180 St. 481-8739 * 

= CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd. 113 St. 472.7896 + CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU 
LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hil, 492-2384 ¢ DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11008 nena va 


° ISTER’: -118 Ave, 474-5554 © EDDIE SHORTS 10713-1324 St, 45% 3663 © EDMON- 
TON EVENTS SEE WEM Phase iI], 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level. WE M, 
496-9404 = EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Avo, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FIDDLER Ss ROOST 
8906-89 S) * FILTHY MCNASTY'S 1051-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 Si. 780-429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Cenue ia ve a2 
CAFE Riverbend Sa, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 1024182 Ave, 439 9676 + GAS PUMP 10166114. 
488-484) « GINGUR SKY 15505-1168 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ava, 423-HALO * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704124 St. an 18 Li gt a 
7801-115 Si, 436-1161 © THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Tratl South « JAMMERS PUB 1949-127 Ave 451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRi 06 St, 


. {0610-100 Ave « JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2700 + JULIAN PIANO BAR 
“AIREY CAPES 5 5-590 ° JEAYEL AND HYDE, 0: WING MANOS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 7 7 0 dg 
UB's COUNTRY PUB 29 cing St, Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 » LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11057-86 Ave, 433-5382 * LEVEL 2 oN 
1807 Jasper Ave, 2nd ©, 447-1495 « MACLAB THEATRE 9828-101 Ave * GALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St * MEAD HALL 109401004 S 
435-3190 » METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 St. 990-0704 « PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NIKKI a 
MOND G50 Gomes Bxcs * NORWOOD LEGION 11150-92 Si + O’BYANE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * ONTHE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-476 e on Be Z 
PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 + OV! DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 423-1643 * OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 


(AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST, ALBERT 812 Liberian 
VIEW COMMUNITY UNITY HALL ALL 100805 > aoe e ee AMMADA 11554 Kingsway Ave, 454-5454 * RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave. 426-0825 
9624-74 Ave, 839-2442 « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-5: Aber Te, 400-1122 « AO t RESTAU STUDENT CENTRE 79 51.4 2 
11 BAGI’S CULTURAL CENTRE 1019-71 Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
White Ae, Sn amnnio lez + Save Rey waa, B03 ay SIDELINERS PUB 1 a ET AA epee Matte! 102 eae Alay 3 i pe - 
| MOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 926.5105 » STEEPS-OLD GLENORA Vt ior # STOLL 2nd oy, 10368 Whyie hve, a7 Tot So 
‘STRATHCONA CHURCH GYM 8316-104 St + STRATHERN PUB ©: LdeecaTh APHOUBE | OED 


eu 


t 


Vickaney Ave, St ‘anak eede60 * TOUGH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 ° URBAN er pally SS OR BAR 1171287 Av, 
2 ten Lah tess  VELNET UNDERGROUND 1000-102 St (dovmstairs), 428-1099 » WILD WEST SALOON ORES) C0 to song » y AFTERHOURS 

| §33-7800 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY CENTRE 3915-115 Avo crip aap ES 436-2286 ae etarade St Albert, 459-0296 

: 10028-102 St, 994-3756, wwew.yatterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 1 103-86 Ave, YESTERD/ 


o +. === ee 


WWW.urbanlounge.net 
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ONE NIGHT ONLY! 
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RESERVED SEATING 


0000000000000000000000 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


CODD COCOOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCC SSeS OsdOOO00000000e99 


O 
0 
1) 
1) 
O 
O 
e) 
ce) 
ie) 
8 
8 
8 
@ 
© 
6 
ce) 
is) 
° 
Oo 
0 
Oo 
1] 
Oo 
0 
Oo 
0 
@] 
(6) 
ie) 
ce] 
ie) 
19) 
1) 
0 
0 
10) 


It takes two if you're gonna duet 


& | BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
= roland @vueweekly.com 


From lyrical couplets to the rhythm sec- 
tion to the tango, music has always been 
defined by measures of two. The duet is a 
basic yet powerful example of collabora- 
tion and it has endured decades of indus- 
try shifts to remain a useful tool in music 
marketing as well as artistry. Watching 
Anne Murray with Jann Arden during this 
past Sunday‘s Juno Awards was a curi- 
ously calming patch during a frequently 
turbulent digital feed and a pretty shaky 
night overall. Their song, a selection from 
Murray's Anne Murray Duets: Friends & 
Legends album, demonstrated not only 
mastery over the form, but also, the undy- 
ing human interest in vocal harmony. 

From a 1950s recoraiPlugger's perspec- 
tive, it's easier to promote a song about 
falling in love or getting in the car with a 
boy when you have a visual, interpersonal 
dynamic to direct people to. This para- 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (alternating); 9pm-12am 


STARLITE ROOM John Butler Tho, 
Mama Kin; Bom: sold out 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night-no minors: 


Spm-2am 


DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor. Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Dunees, Dad Rock TJ 
Hookah, Rear Admiral Saunders 
Woottop; DJ Idris 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB fity Electro 
Latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop: 12am 
2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tuzy, amateur strip contast; Spm- 
Vem 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays; with DJ SW.A.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


with Shannon Johnson 


Fagnan; 8pm 


‘SIDELIMERS PUB The Tuesday All 
Star Jam: Hosted by Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar, quest quitarist Real 


digm has always worked best with musi- 
cals such as Grease, where viewers could 
watch characters they identified with 
deal with difficult situations, dance, sing 
and perhaps even consummate their feel- 
ings for each other. This format has been 
updated by today’s urban dance flicks like 
Step Up and You Got Served, in a similar 
manner to that of the duet and the 
rapped-sung collaboration. 

In 2002, as a result of the rapidly 
mutating R&B and rap strains in the US 
pop mainstream, the Grammy Awards 
were forced to create a new category to 
account for their amalgamation and chart 
dominance. This category, simply called 
Best Rap/Sung Collaboration, is the best 
modern equivalent of the old piano duet. 
The past couple years have awarded 
Rihanna and Jay-Z’s “Umbrella,” Justin 
Timberlake and TI's “My Love" as well as 
Usher and Ludacris’s monster hit “Yeah!” 
These songs all have a few common fac- 
tors: they present the positive results of 
potential commingling, they place impor- 
tance on specific words until they lose 
meaning and their accompanying visuals 


present the same interpersonal dynamic 
presented by ‘50s musical posters 

The song that brought me to analy 
the duet format in the first place j 
Atlantic Records single “American 
by UK singer Estelle and US Tap supe 
star Kanye West. With a killer Euro-ele, : 
tro backbeat courtesy of Will.| Am ; om 
Black Eyed Peas (seriously), this tune ha: 
More crossover potential than Allen \ 
son on the US Olympic Team. Amid py 
ing saw synths and occasional sim 
bouts of French filter disco, Estelle qj 
cusses the appealing nature of the con 
dent, street-wise American male e 
that's right! A European who likes Amen. 
cans! Kanye jumps in to relay his pe 
al experience (how great he is. ete 
along with humourous regional punch. 
lines (“Dress smart like a London bloke 
Before he speak, his suit bespoke"), thus 
completing 4 very satisfying pop single 
The duet continues to undo new layers of 
singular artists while keeping us, the 
audience, intrigued by their newfoun 
attachments. Real or contracted, it's stili 
a working tradition. w 


10pm Kenny BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wes 
GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic pee aes ratey 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, OBYANES Pa fic 


0.B., Chrome Nine; no cover 
RED STAR Tuesdays. Experimental 


PREVUE / FRI,APR 11 (7 PM) / SUZIE MCNEIL / JET NIGHTCLUB / $10.50 If the fourth runner up in a competi- 
tion to be the new lead singer of a once great but currently so washed up they're unrecognizable band is your 
bag, then have | got the show for you! 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 


every Wed with DJ Bi 
No cover, live music 
Wooftop: RetroActive 
Altemative ‘80s 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ 
‘Sean 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Futurcte 
FLUID LOUNGE Wednesday 
This 


THE FOX Wind-up Wednesca 
RAB, hiphop, reagae, old sk 
gaeton with InVinceable, Touch | 
weekly guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&E vt 
DJ Spineycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wednesday. no minors; no co 


NBO DIAMOND'S Punk and 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Guest Ds every 
Wednesday 


Palsddttir; 7:30pm; $28 at 
TicketMaster, Arden’s box office 459: 
142 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
LEGENDS PUB Tuesdsy open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


OBYRNES [vestay night Celtic jam 


on the Wooftop: with Du Cadence 
Weapon 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and toumey, DU 
Avrowchaser; Spm 
ESMERALDA'S Rotro every Tue; no 


‘cover with shadent ID 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Latin and Seisa music, dance lessons 


Co}stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


LIVE MUSIC 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
with Dr. Blues: 8-10pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock "n’ Roll 


64 \EWeEEcy APR 10- APR 16, 2008 


MUSIC 


ifs "7: 604.523.2969 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE STARLITE ROOM Caribou, F**K Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with DJ tea ea oa 
Buttons; 8pm (door), $20 at Hot Philly 

Munch on Metal Mondays: "BOs metal TickstMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd Wednesday evening 

with DJ Sammi Kerr; no minors, no ‘(ane SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND TEA One 

‘cover : LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular Ae =I pee ed al = 

— TAPHOUSE Tuesday Moosehead house beats with DJ Kevin Wong lecoustic] every, Age and weekly quests. Sprn-2 
dene BAgrefem SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND | URBAN LOUNGE Social Code, Face War beatparty.Aet 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Explore ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 First, September Stone; $10 WUNDERBAR Wednesdays wl 
Music Monthly Showcase: Vonnegut request with a mix of retro and disco; UNDERGROUND Wild new DJ; no cover 
Dollhouse (from Vancouver 8pm 7pm-12 midnight Style Wednesdays: Open mic, hip- Y AFTERHOURS ¥ Not Wede 

MAY Ba \ 7 YARDBIRD SUITE Jam Session: Bil || << Spm: $5 
THE PROC LAIMERS Richards, 8:30pm (door), Spm (shows WILD WEST five On The Side 
eed age LIVE MUSIC | “~~ CLASSICAL 
I el ae «| ees ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHE- 
ARDEN Bill Bourne and Enver BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Tuesday DRAL Greenwood Singers: 6: 


‘30pm, 
$18 (adulti/$16 (student/senior) at T1X 


fe, door, WWAN.greerY 


_ www.stylusmusicschool.com 
#60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C 


FORT CALGARY | 
JUNE 21 & ee 


i ~ONS SALE THIS SATURDAY AT 10AN a 


il i ava 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21 


STONE TEMPLE PILOTS 


THE FLAMING LIPS ee DAYS: NCE a gaa LUND 


een 
THE TRAGICALLY HIP : 


2 
ITY AND COLOUR « © 
NET TE OTHE NEW PORNOGRAPHERS See et .. 
aa AOND EPIC“ THE SPADES « THE WHITSUNDAYS Nw 
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© UNIONEVENTS COM s 


JUST ANNOUNCED - ON SALE SATURDAY 


MIMOLLY SPRINGS MAY 9 : 
|DISAST [i FO STARUITE aout. F Taches 4 


JUST ANNOUNCED - ON SALE FRIDAY ois F iy TOUR of CHAMPIONS | 
| BATTLES ~SF oy ae 
MAY 28 © STARLITEROOM = SS no ag 
pe EDMONTON | 


| DOORS 8 PM/ 18+ 1D Rare | 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES BLACKBYRD & LISTEN VUE st “ ie. a 


— ENSUED S ‘ON IN SALE § “SATURDAY —. fi pat EVENT CENT 
| Graber elit inaUgENC) | HEH a : 
VUE a 
—— 


, x \ | CARIBOU ina = q 


Poa ALL AGES - TRKETS ALSO 
A MEGATNE BLACK (VE) 


7 NN ere: sex, sovsivensany eur 
re MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD @ LISTEN T@KY@ | P@LICE CLUB | 
aif | ae a - eee eae cas : Cc K iN B LAC K ; 
: aside ATTA 
ON SALE FRIDAY = & SMOOSH | 
Sa | SAINT ALWIRZ MAY 12-STARLITEROOM _ 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD. LISTEN 


MAY 22 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ 10 REO. TIX ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD & FS (WEM) ae 


[SEA WOLF 


ee CUNEO 
Vee 

we | VELVET UNDERGROUND } wird sPeciL GUEST BA RONESS 
SEN Renu FRIDAY MAY 23 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


er 
30th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, § /7 ALL AGES // LIMITED 
FS (WEM) & FREECLOUD yy VUE 


a! SEL 


( Wh, 


sii 
ass 


performance the band delivered in order 


to capture close-up shots without affect- ° 


ing the audience's view. 

As expected, U2 puts on an incredible 
show. The film is comprised of mostly 
well-known hits with only a few surprise 
choices, and even casual fans of the band 
should be able to get into the music. The 
performance is full of the eamest emotion 
and the politics that the band has come to 
be known for With a reading of the UN's 
Universal Declaration of Humdn Rights 
forming the bridge of “Miss Sarajevo,” 
and a desperate plea for Muslims, Chris- 
tians and Jews to learn to coexist, the 
only thing missing from Bono's stable of 
‘political causes is Project Red, although 
I'm sure there were some t-shirts avail- 
able. The politics of U2 are all mixed up 
within the music, however, and certainly 
don’t take away from the performance— 
in fact, with this band, a show might even 
feel empty without politics. 

While the show itself is well done, as 
a concert film, U2 3D falls a little flat. 
The approach is cool and all, but after the 


acle in the early 
#—and all of : 


Tickets ON SaLe Now 


third song you kind of get used to the 
novelty of it, and with the 3-D effect 
being the only thing setting this film apart 
from a simple recording of a concert, it 
doesn't make the experience all that 
memorable. Unlike, say, Talking Heads’ 
Stop Making Sense—which presented 
the concert as a stage play, ultimately 
culminating in the “Big Suit” kabuki-style 
Spectacle that became a visual shorthand 
for the baad—or the Rolling Stones’ 
Shine a Light—which shows the prepara- 
tions for the film and utilizes archival 
footage to fill out the movie—U2 3D 
doesn't give the audience anything extra 
to get excited about. Also, apart from 
drummer Larry Mullen Jr, who must be 
moisturizing regularly, 3-D doesn’t really 
do the band members any favours in the 
emerging wrinkle department 

All in-all, hardcore fans of the band 
will be thrilled to be closer to their idols 
than they could ever hope to be other- 
wise, but those expecting a classic con- 
cert film experience might be a little 
disappointed. w 


AVENGED SEVENFOLD 
BULLET FOR MY VALENTINE 


AND GUESTS 


PLUS GAMING, 


APRIL 22 


AUTOGRAPH SESSIONS, 


AND MORE 


PROTEST THE HERO 
THE FALL OF TROY 


NUL AGES © 


LIVE NATION DeEORSATS.0OPM, TICKETS AT ticketmaster 


\ Ulve nation mes 
{ © 


EST 


D@ORS AT 7.00PM, TICKETS AT ticketmaster 


BRIA 


DOORS AT 7 OOPM. TIGKETS AT ticketmaster 


HE HIVES 


ALL AGES DOORS AT 8.00PM, TICKETS AT 
ALL AGES , > ee & 


KI LL SWrioH 


5 PM. Aut AGES ¢ GENERAL ADMISSION 


> TiKET 


NORTHLANDS AGRICOM 


UMIQNEVENTS COM ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 


ur MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD AND FS (WEM) 


Hurley ( Veh agile Heeokas CRAM OT 
WB ye fuse age © 


Ayso AVAILABLE 


BING cTmRe petaz 


EN oe GAGE. AT ticketmaster 
MAY 27: IVE... wWwernsricn 


#9556 8880-170 ST. {WEST EDM MALLS » 408-SHOW 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 


APR 10 APR 16, 2008 


UGotacs LYve nation 


Now On saiet | 


SARATI SLEAN 


MAY 8 
ae FRANCIS WINSPEAR 
CENTRE 


WWW/.JULLYBLACK.COM RESERVED SEATING 


a TICKETS AT THE FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE BOX OFFICE 
CHARGE BY PHONE (780) 428-1414 
TOLL PREF 1-800-563-5081 
¢ 
sarahsiean.com 


THE JULLY BLACK EXPERIENCE 


May 21 


Gy Myer Horowitz Theatre === EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 9 


= 102-49 
BOUNCE SABA inje daeaae GENERAL ADMISSION its OS 


mg Li VENATION.com 


ticketmaster (780) 451-8000 


sow PU 
tk 


£pEN MUNRO / eden @veeweekly.com 

jf there wasn’t so much hype about Mar- 
fin Scorsese's role at the helm of Shine a 
Light, the new film documenting the 
Rolling Stones’ 2006 performance at the 
Beacon Theatre in New York City, then 
the film might not be so disappointing. 
Scorsese is a man who certainly knows 
his way around a music film, having pre- 
viously put together The Last Waltz, the 
excellent documentary on the Band's 
farewell concert, along with the more 
recent but still extremely well done No 
Direction Home: Bob Dylan. But here he 
seems to have lost his way. 

The director knows that every great 
rock film has some sort of conflict at its 
heart—The Last Waltz had the Band 
breaking up under the pressure of 16 
years on the road—but his attempt at 
setting up the scenario is clumsy and a 
litte sad. Cameras capture Scorsese try- 
ing his best to get a set list out of the 
band so that he can plan out his shots, 
while Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Char- 
lie Watts and Ronnie Wood concern 
themselves with other, more important 
things, like impromptu backstage jams. 
Certainly it lets the viewer know that the 
band is rock ‘n’ roll through to its soul and 
has little need for Hollywood's rules, but 
Scorsese's approach is so heavy handed 
that it’s difficult to sit thmpugh those 
opening scenes without wondering why 
he felt that the film would be well-served 
by tacking on that sort of introduction. 

Likewise, Scorsese makes little use of 
the archival interview footage that he 
sprinkles throughout the film between 
performances. The purpose seems to be 
to age the band from its youth through to 
today by using interviews spanning the 
years, but there is so much emphasis on 
Jagger's youthful optimism that the band 
might last another year or two, and his 
later admission that he can still picture 
himself making music at 60, that it feels 
too forced. The truth is, these guys are 
past 60 now and everyone can see them 


t 


MUSIC IN TIMES OF CONFLICT 


] 


Generation that lead to unrest and, 
destruction.” 


eventually, ; 

The nature of the piece may seem 
inherently political, but Estacio shies 
| away from the ea ret ual 

4 politics 3 o 
‘guess that’s what it is, but 
ed in humanity, 


Still up on the stage doing their thing 
without Scorsese emphasizing the paint. 


AS CHOPPY AS THE documentary 
aspects of the film are, though, the con- 
cert scenes are the opposite—stunningly 
filmed, and the band attacks the songs 
like this is the last chance it will have. 

But the Stones don’t do it all alone 
here. Just as the band has done for every 
splashy concert that its had cameras at 
since the Stee/ Wheels trek, the Stones 
bring out three musical guests to share 
the stage. The first one is the White 
Stripes’ Jack White, who comes out grin- 
ning ear to ear and gripping an acoustic 
guitar, taking a go at “Loving Cup” from 
Exile on Main St. The performance is 
good—and it's nice to hear one of Exile's 
deeper album cuts dusted off—but it 
doesn’t really generate the sort of fire 
that anyone who's seen White's own 
band live might hope for. It works, but ina 
way that's more serviceable than spectac- 
ular. 

For the old blues tune “Champagne 
and Reefer,” the band brings out Buddy 
Guy for the requisite moment where the 
musicians pay their dues to a real blues- 
man. The scene might be a little too cloy- 
ing if Guy didn’t take complete control of 


“the stage, owning every lyric and every 


guitar note that he generates—so much 
so that Richards hands his own guitar to 
Guy at the end of the song and says sim- 
ply, “It's yours,” before walking away. 
Christina Aguilera comes on surpris- 
ingly strong when she enters for “Live 
With Me,” holding her own with Jagger 
and showing some real restraint for a 
change when it comes to her voice 
Instead of wandering up and down the 


scales, she keeps to the song's melody— 
for the most part anyway. Aguilera ends 
Up providing an interesting counterpoint 
to Jagger's more primitive vocals, and she 
actually brings something extra to the 
song. . 

It's notable, too, that there's a moment 
during “Live With Me” that perfectly 
breaks down the separate approaches 
that Jagger and Richards take with 
music. Aguilera backs towards Jagger 
and the singer moves in for some onstage 
Grinding with the tiny female vocalist; the 
Camera cuts over to Richards and we see 
him lost in the sound of Bobby Keys's sax- 
ophone, seemingly oblivious to everything 
except the moment where two old 
friends—Keys has been playing with the 
Stones since 1969—come together in the 
music that swirls around them 


AND THAT'S WHAT makes the concert 


footage so impressive in Shine a Light. 
It’s not the cinematography, or the mas- 
sive IMAX screen or even the sound of 
the film. No, it’s the music that the 
Rolling Stones run through up on the 
stage, covering several decades worth of 
songs and making them sound just as 
vital today as they ever have. It’s an 
impressive achievement, and the musi- 
cians who share the stage with the core 
members deserve much of the credit 
Backup singers Lisa Fischer and Bernard 
Fowler have been with the band since 
1989, and pianist Chuck Leavell’s stay 
goes back to 1982. The result is a band 
that is tight, sounding like a whole rather 
than a few core members and a bunch of 
backup musicians. 
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Butler in the Starlite Room with the guitar 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 


hen John Butler picked up 
the guitar at 16, he made a 
friend. The instrument was 


a constant buddy, something with 
which he could talk, share his hopes 
and his heartbreak. 

Multiply 16 by two and you have 
John Butler now, and he still finds 
comfort in music, Songs, he says, are 
like diary entries. They are the place 
where he can scream and shout about 
the things he’s trying to make sense 
of, and not just tattered relationships. 
No, there are also songs about set- 
tling beefs without violence and Hur- 
ricane Katrina 

Butler even stirred up some contro- 


MON, APR 14 (8 PM) 


= JOHN BUTLER TRIO 
Eis rth GUESTS 
x | STARLITE ROOM, SOLO QUT 


versy with his lyrics to “Gov’ Did 
Nothing’—a song about Hurricane 
Katrina on the Trio’s latest, Grand 
National—where he asks “do you real- 
ly think that the Gov would do nothin’ 
if all those people were white?” 

But for the American-born Aussie, 
there's a lot more to music than the 
ideas he can lay out in words—it’s the 
whole package. 

“It's an amazing thing when you 
hear, for example, major or minor 


10425-82 Ave 


4pm - 2am 


chords and you can actually get thes 
distinct feelings from how you play a: 
instrument,” Butler says. “And then you 
put words on top of it and melody, noi 
to mention intention from the artist 
like a goal or a mission, an intentior 
and it’s just a very powerful medium 

“1 can't explain it because | dor 
know enough about quantum physi: 
to tell you why the human mind and 
body reacts the way it does,” h 
laughs. “But it's an amazing thing 
You can put on ‘Root Down’ by the 
Beastie Boys and the next thing | an 
shaking my ass and laughing. It’s jus 
a beautiful thing and I think that’s 
why it’s powerful, because it’s a mood 
enhancer, and it’s thought provoking 
and it’s definitely very emotive.’ 


BUTLER BEGAN HIS informal tra 


of music’s influence when he starte 
busking on the streets of Perth ar 
found himself getting invited on stage 
Eventually, he felt that drums an 
bass needed to figure into what h 
was doing and the John Butler Tri 
was borm. It’s had several incarna 
tions, but these days he’s joined 
bassist Shannon Birchell and dru: 
mer Michael Barker. 

Although the Trio is not re-invent 
ing the musical wheel by any mean 
its honest fusion of blues and rc 
has won the hearts of many Au 
tralians and other fans arounc 
world. 

Butler may be dubbed the “mil! 
dollar hippy” because of the suc 
but, between a heavy tour schedu 
record label and JB Seed—an art 
grant organization he runs with 
wife—he’s eared every ounce o! 

“I'm surrounded by a great tear 
he says. “It's something that ! hea 
from my dad a long, long time ag: 
was talking about this millionair 
couldn't read or write. He had a 2r¢ 
intuition and he picked his empl: 
himself and he looked them in the ¢y' 
and he surrounded himself with 
people. I can read and write, but ! tak 
that story to heart and | try to surroun 
myself with some very honourab! 


‘people full of integrity. So 1 dont d 


whole lot of the work. I still make a ! 
of the decisions, but that’s part 
parcel of being a human being 

“You have to be in charge o! yo 
destiny, no matter what you do, anc 
you're not, you tend to run into some 
big hurdles.” v 
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‘musicians on stage. 


jt would be easy to end 
err show that sounds patched 
teasther with too many sounds from 


as though they 


different eras. Instead, “As Tears Go 
By,” a song that Jagger says is one of 
the very first ones that he and 
Richards wrote, fits in right alongside 
the title track from 1978's Some Girls. 
It's clear that the band is still evolv- 
ing, even if it is a little slower these 
days than when the musicians were 
at their peaks in the early ‘70s. 
Richards even reworks the main riff 
to “Satisfaction” with some thrashy 
power chords, making the song sound 


edgier and more immediate than it 


_ has in many a year. 


“Ultimately, Shine a Light fails as a 
documentary, never really, well, illumi- 
nating, the band any more than has been 
in the past. It comes off as a muddled 
mishmash of concert footage, archival 
interviews and Scorsese's own intrusive 
appearances on screen. As a concert 
film, though, it's pretty spectacular to 
see a band that has outlived pretty 
much all the others and has actually 


found its groove as a live act again after 
@ good number of years of flailing 
around and trying to survive. 

And there is one breathtaking shot 
during “Champagne and Reefer” where 
the camera holds on a close up of 
Richards, who has a cigarette clamped 
between his teeth for a brief moment 
before he spits it out and there is noth- 
ing left but a cloud of ashes falling 
around him. | imagine that is very much 
how Richards himself will eventually go 


Pm“ mMMavaAnemceri cow 


out: rock ‘n’ roll and then, “BOOMPH!” 
Nothing but ash. w 


min Edmonton Calgary ci Calgary Calgary Calgary 
imonton Kingsway West Bonnie Doone Sunridge Mall ened Marlborough Mall Market Mall here ee 
U Sa ed ly Shopping Centre 403-280-8609 Outlet Mail 403-248-6034 403-247-3525 at ing Ce : 
STORE Centre Garden Mall Edmonton Mall 780-472-4109 ar Outot Mall 
=» 780-428-3597 780-474-8153 780-484-5089 B0-468-64, 
tibooth | 
Poe FUTURE SHOP MMMM aus 7 a | 
Retailers sail for leon, “Virgin Mobile” end the Virgin Mobile lago are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises Lid and usad under license by Virgin Mobile Canada 
may . 
Taxes extra. Phone availability varies by location. 
MUSIC apaso-APa 16.708 Wwewecy Tf 


RA DIOHEA D 


SPECIAL GUEST_LIARS 


Elda De Pt 


THUNDERBIR 


TUESDAY AUGt J 


ON SALE SATURDAY APRIL 12 AT 10:00 AM 
BUY AT LIVENATION.COM 


TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT AT ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS 
CHARGE BY PHONE 780-451-8000 be 


straight 


CD AND VINYL 
OUT NOW 


IN/ RAINBOWS 


a 
C Pa 
ee \ 


NOW ACCEPTING APPLICANTS FOR THE 
008 WESTERN al aus AWARDS N 


CUR 
WITH CORVID.LORAX 
SACRED HEART CHURCH (10821 -96'ST), $10 (ALL AGES) 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

The Great Divine. \t's a loaded title for 
an album, conjuring up the sort of reli- 
gious imagery that often leads to long 
and animated debates. For Edmonton’s 
Lara Yule Singh, though, the choice was 
one founded in the complete sound and 
look of her latest album. 

“It was kind of an all-encompassing 
choice after | had created the art and after 
the overall sound of the album existed. 
That was my original choice and then | 
went through a whole bunch of other 
ones and it just, to me, encapsulated the 
overall quality,” she explains over an early 
morning coffee in a Jasper Ave shop. 
“The first thing that people are going to 
think about is Christianity which is not my 
intention, but | don’t really have control of 
that once it leaves my hands. | just decid- 
ed | was OK with that because it works in 
the concept of the whole thing and when | 
saw the title it touched my heart and that 
was the most important part, so | was 
like, ‘OK, people are going to think what 
they want, but that’s OK.’ 

Yule Singh admits that she has no 
problem with listeners interpreting her 
songs in their own ways. In fact, she 
says that she completely understands 
that the nature of creating music is very 
much akin to the creation of a dialague 
between the performer and the listener. 

“For me, there’s always a connection 
with the people who are listening to it, so 
no matter what they are thinking or per- 
ceiving or ideas that they have about it, 
the underlying quality of what I'm saying 
and what they're receiving is still there,” 
she explains. “So even if details are mis- 
construed or whatever, it ultimately does- 
n't matter because the true nature of 
what I'm saying is coming through and | 
know that people are getting it. 

“\'m really seeing that, too, with jour- 
nalists—how | can say something and 
then someone will take it totally differ- 
ently or go somewhere else with it or lit- 
erally change what I've said and I'm like, 
‘OK, well that's just the way it is and it's 


not personal,” she continues. “It’s jus; 
how peoole do their jobs and as listeney 

that’s how people listen, they make it ; 
personal experience and that's OK.” 

Anyone who's seen Yule Singh per- 
froming live will be aware of her adap. 
ability to different performing formais 
While The Great Divine finds her work 
ing with a sound that is layered with | 
instruments, she can easily strip things 
down when she needs to. 

“I do quite a bit only out of necessity | 
at this point. | want to go quite fa; 
musically when I'm recording and | do 
lot of it myself—almost all of it—and 
have this nice little Keyboard that | car 
{use to] add samples,” she says, 
describing her approach to recording 
“But as far as the live sound thing goes 
it's not right on, It’s kind of less devel- | 
oped live, but! capture the essence.” 

It's easy to tag an artist like Yule 
Singh with the singer-songwriter labe! 
and she doesn't mind that at times 
realizing the occasional usefulness for « 
shorthand of sorts when describing he 
Music, but she makes it clear that she 
doesn't perceive herself as sitting al 
that comfortably within that category 

“That's the most basic way that you 
could refer to me, and that’s OK, but 
see myself as a musician,” she states 


~ confidently. “[Playing the] guitar was 


only for me just a necessity, but | don't 
love guitar. That's totally cool if other | 
people want to do that, but. | want to try | 
as many instruments as | can actually 
play without sucking totally—and ever 
if | suck totally, that’s OK, that’s artistic 
too—but I'm a musician. | see mysel' 
more as a composer, a creator.” v | 
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CARLENE CARTER 
STRONGER 
YEP AOE 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
As part of the blended First Family 
of Country, one expects Carlene 
Carter’s first record in over a 
decade to cover her grief from the 
passing of mother June Carter Cash 
and stepfather Johnny Cash. 
Threads of loss are present in 
Stronger, but Carter's idea of hom- 
age is léss about dwelling on clos- 
ing doors than two-stepping 
through new ones. Most of 
Stronger's tracks are buoyantly 
uptempo and crafted in defiantly 
contemporary polished country- 
rock that well suits her Nashville- 
girl-next-door voice, like the 
semi-autobiographical opener 
about a nice Southern girl led astray 
by her restlessly wild heart or the 
piano-driven redemptive romance 
tune “Bring Love.” Missteps like “On 
to You” and “I’m So Cool” are hard- 
er to swallow: cheesy strutting- 
babe-with-attitude ditties that mark 
boundaries of taste in the genre. Yet 
Carter's periodic nods to family 
legacy make lesser material forgiv- 
able, including her eulogistic take 
on signature Cash/Carter tune “It 
Takes One To Know Me.” 


EMMA COOK 
HIT & RUN 
MAPLE MUSIC 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Emma Cook has a lovely voice, in 
places reminiscent of Ani Difranco’s 
girly growl, but mostly a soulful 
croon that slides effortlessly across 
genres she fuses on her sophomore 
release, Hit & Run—a little jazz and 


ist- 
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top 10 sellers 


01 vs/signais, calls 
02. trouble in dreams destroyer 

03. in the future black mountain 

04. afterparty babies cadence weapon 
05. ape of naples/new backward coil 


blues feeling, a touch of cabaret, 
some light folkiness and a dash of “1 
grew up listening to Tori Amos” 
mulched into earnest, middlebrow 
coffee shop music. Cook’s album is 
technically proficient and probably 
crowd-pleasing, but also kind of dull 
and self-satisfied. Her lyrics are 
especially galling—clunky, overly lit- 
eral and unsophisticated, like a high 
school student debate team leader 
pulling her worldview from Oprah's 
book club selections and episodes of 
Felicity. Bottom line: if you like 
Chantal Kreviazuk, add Emma Cook 
to your playlist now. If you demand a 
litle more nuance, check back with 
Cook in a few years to see if her life 
experience has caught up with her 
undeniable talent 


REM 
ACCELERATE 
WARNER BROS 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

After a string of three (four?) dis- 
appointing and largely forgettable 
Studio albums, the Athens, Georgia 
supergroup has finally hit a stride 
reminiscent of the heady days 
before drummer Bill Berry left the 
band. The aptly named Accelerate, 
the first studio release by Stipe 
and company since 2004, isa 
pared-down, guitar-driven affair 
that bursts out of the gates and 
sustains itself with trademark Buck 
riffs and Mills harmonies. It also 
features the welcome return of the 
most political and polemical lyrics 
from frontman Michael Stipe since 
1988's Green, from the scathing 
indictment of hollow patriotism of 
“Man-Sized Wreath” (“Well, | am 
not deceived by pomp / And odi- 
ous conceit”) to the post-Katrina 
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dig, lazarus, dig!!! te coonico 


& marches mission of burma 06. real emotional trash stephen maikmus 


07. 13 blues for 13 moons sitver mt zion 
08. quaristice autechre 

09. sf crystal casties 

10. volume one she & him 
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“Houston” (“If the storm doesn 
kill me / The government wij| 
Cancel the funeral, it appears th 
REM isn't DOA after all. 


DL INCOGNITO 
A CAPTURED MOMENT IN TIME 
URBNET 


BILL RADFORD / bill@yueweokly.com 

This is hip hop that feels lik 
should come rolling out of a gray 
phone. The beats are goulful and lai 
back, like the soundtrack to a sum 
mer barbecue filmed through a ha 
lens—all muted horns, smoke an 
vibrating air. DL Incognito has be 
around for a while, and he gets ox 
sional play on MuchMusic, so 
might've heard him. His flow is g 
and he rides the beats well | 
wordplay won't leave you breath: 
but he's got a few good lines: “in 
working musician with none of ti 
perks / Associated to the most con 
mon hip-hop verse.” Hot. 


LOS CAMPESINOS! 
HOLD ON NOW, YOUNGSTER ... 
ARTS & CRAFTS 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@yuaweekly.com 
There was a time when the se 
described “musical excess” from | 
Campesinos! would have bee 
refreshing to hear. This record 
filled with exchanges between a ma 
and female vocalist who appear |: 
take turns singing out of tune (thin! 
Stars, with Aleksandra Campesino 
sounding eerily like Amy Millan whe: 
she’s singing on key, especially « 
“Death to Los Campesinos!”) Mean 
while, the chorus of “Broken Heari 
beats Sound Like Breakbeats” seen 
like something pulled out of a Tega 
& Sara handbook, Dissonant voc: 
overlaps, childlike singing and musi 
drowned in pop form a formula tha 
works occasionally (You! Me! Dan: 
ing!”), but multiply that by 12 ar 
even the most creative of indie band 
becomes the equivalent of emergin; 
alt-rock bands who attempt the sam: 
goal but still end up sounding !ik: 
Nickelback. 


DAVID MARTEL 
T HARDLY KNEW 
KINDLING MUSIC 


BRYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 

There's a chance audiences might lik« 
1 Hardly Knew Me. Actually, if the auc 

ence is full of masochists, they’! 
absolutely love the first track, which | 

called “Stories,” and, basical!) 

involves one minute and 48 second 

of various droning noises followed b 

two minutes and seven seconds 0! 
underwater vocals. Furthermore, thc 
vocals are drowned-out by what som 
stew of recessive genes migh! 
describe as “music.” 


s titled "The End of Self” 


1 just sounds like a pitiful 

F of the Fray’s “Heaven Forbid.” 

|), except for the-intro and outro of 
othe End f Self,” which are all-origi- 
yal material, and monotonous materi- 


at _ 

. yruthfully, the only half-decent 
songs on this entire album are “Yours 
and Mine” and “Be All, End All.” How- 
syer, even these two eventually 
pecome unbearably busy and drawn- 
out. Therefore, reasons to buy this 
aibum are non-existent—unless 
you're a masochist, of course. 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

Following a single release with 
singer Daisy Martey, Morcheeba’s 
Godfrey brothers (DJ Paul and gui- 
tarist Ross) opted to collaborate 
with a variety of singers on Dive 
peep rather than try to find a perma- 
nent replacement for Skye Edwards, 
the talented vocalist on the first four 
Morcheeba albums. The result is a 
hit-and-miss release that seems 
unable to find any particular coher- 
ence or feel. There are some fine 
tracks, including the Judie Tzuke- 
fronted opener “Enjoy the Ride,” 
“Run Honey Run” and “Gained the 
World,” but the end result is nothing 
more than a tolerably “nice” but 
utterly unremarkable offering from a 
band that seems well past its prime. 


VAN MORRISON 

KEEP IT SIMPLE 

EXILE PRODUCTIONS 

BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 

Keep It Simple is aptly titled. Van 
Morrison's greatest strength 
remains his iconic voice, and it is 
front and center on this album. His 
unique phrasing makes the songs, 
even now that Morrison is almost at 
his 40th album. Few artists are this 
strong, for this long. 

| was a little disappointed by “Don’t 
Go to Nightclubs Anymore,” though. It’s 
not that the song is bad; it’s just that 
the title was so cool that it was hard to 
live up to. The best song on the album 
is “Lover Come Back.” It will prove to 
all that Morrisons still got it—nearly 40 
freakin’ albums later! 


WYCKHAM PORTEOS 
3AM 
CORDOVA BAY 


BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 

So my editor asked me if I liked) “old, 
lolkie music." I can’t think of a better 
way to open this review. For a boy 
who grew up hanging out at the 
Edmonton Folk Festival, 3 AM feels 
ike coming home. Porteous enlisted 
\ndrew Loog Oldham as producer, 
who actually worked with the Beatles 
and the Rolling Stones back in the 
“ay. The disc includes a dreamy cover 
of “Please Please Me” by the Beatles, 
and the album takes the song back to 
its original conception as a ballad, 
blending it with pizzicato violins and 
Silar. I's a great track, and is bound to 
Sct 3 AM some attention. 


What's that? Speak up, sonny 


=| ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
steven @yveweekly.com 


When you write about music, the only 
real hazards you'll face are to your 
sanity and your hearing, with only the 
latter being all that important to your 
future in the business. 

British music journalist Steve 
Lamacq wrote “Going Deaf For a Liv- 
ing,” and it’s as apt a title as there can 
be when it comes to writing about rock 
‘n’ roll. According to the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 
a rock concert is usually at 110 db, but 
being within six feet of an amplifier at a 
show is 120 db, which Is about the 
same noise level as a jet engine. 

While most music writers | know 
carry industrial-strength ear protection 
to shows, I've never been a fan. | find 
ear protectors muddy the sound of the 
show far too much for my liking, and 
they make it impossible to hear yourself 
yell drink orders at bartenders. Needless 
to say, | won't be the poster boy for any 
Health Canada hearing-safety commer- 
cials until | go totally deaf, when | will 
be a fine example case to trot out. 

So, decades from now, when my 
hearing is limited to a dull ringing, what 
bands can | blame the most? When 
thinking about the loudest shows | have 
ever seen, making a list is really quite 
easy, as those over-the-top loud shows 
really stick out in my memory. 

5. Tommie Sunshine: Yes, | am plac- 
ing a DJ on the list. So there. If you 
ever listen to Tommie Sunshine mix, he 
feally pushes the high ends. And, when 
you see him DJ ina tiny room with a 


QUICK SPINS 


=) 

= 

=z | WHITEY ano 78 PLAYER 
=H | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


WILDBIRDS & PEACEDRUMS 
ee 


It is close to great 
But lady caterwauling 
Ruins this fucker 


ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 
WATER CURSES EP 
DOMINO 

Easy to stomach, 

This bubbly bubbly bubbly 
Bubbly Eno! Yep! 


Goes on beyond good 
Waaaaaay way past accessible 
Stops at laughable 


FALL OUT BOY 
LIVE IN PHOENIX 
ISLAND 
Arena-rock show! 
Pryo! Zero irony! 
Circle is complete 


large sound system, those tweeter- 
testing mixes really hit you hard. 

4. Jesus and Mary Chain: As far as 
large-arena or stadium shows go, the 
Jesus and Mary Chain put on the loud- 
est exhibition | have seen. As part of 
the Lollapalooza tour, they managed to 
screech the malevolent guitar lead of 
“Reverence” through tens of thau- 
sands worth of skulls. 

3. Dinosaur Jr: J Mascis is one of the 
greatest quitar players to have lived, and 
he insists on drilling it into your head at 
massive decibel levels. After not seeing 
the band for over a decade, | thought 
Mascis might have mellowed out when | 
saw Dinosaur Jr again last year. No luck 
If anything, the band was louder than 
ever. Or! am getting old and crotchety. 

2. Motérhead: Lemmy and company 
make going deaf contagious. Because 
they can’t hear all that well, they 
crank the amps ridiculously high 
When | saw Motirhead the first time, 
| stood in the front. After that, | have 
always stood near the back. Fool me 
once, shame on you. Fool me twice... 

1. My Bloody Valentine: If there 
Was ever a show where | saw noise 
made for noise’s sake, it came when 
| saw the Irish quarter tour in support 
of their all-time quitar-drone classic, 
Loveless. The band finished the 
show with a 15-minute blast of 
white noise, cranked so loud that my 
teeth hurt from rattling against them- 
selves. You could physically feel the 
waves of sound hitting you; it felt 
like standing in a strong wind. It was 
unforgettable.w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


DIVINITY 
LLEGORY 

NUCLEAR BLAST 

Calgary thrashers 


Hit the death metal big time 
Horns-approved, fellas 


CHATHAM COUNTY LINE 


YEP ROL 

They spin a good yarn 

And play that there bluegrass like 
It's no one’s business 


THE JOHN HENRYS 
We AS THE GRAIN 


Sweet alt-country twang, 
It reeks of stale beer and 
Drunk rolls in the hay 


=> 


MONEY MONEY 
DEATH BY ENVY 
ORANGE 


Boring band creates 
Audio narcolepsy, 
Insomniacs cheer! 


AMERICAN PRINCES 
PEOPLE 


OTHER 

YEP ROC 

| hear this and think 

"| could do this.” Then wonder, 
“Well, why didn’t |?” 
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Tix On The Square 


St Basils Cultural Centre 


10819-71 Ave 


wowve.tfc.org 
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Tiy S47 satin wood onl 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APH 19) 
High-definition TV makes everything look 
more vivid than standard broadcast technolo- 
gy. Images are so high-quality they almost 
appear 3-D. While this is enjoyable to view- 
ers, some performers are uncomfortable with 
the way it reveals their skin's imperfections, 
Did you know that Brad Pitt has acne scars? | 
predict a metaphorically similar development 
for you in the coming weeks, Aries. Every lit 
tle thing you do will be more highly visible 
and have greater impact than before. Wher- 
ever you've been 2-D, you'll become 3-D 
That could tum out really well for you if you 
take it as a challenge to fine-tune your com- 
‘Shitment to excellence and integrity. 


TAURUS (APH 20- MAY 20) 
“When nothing is working very well,” says 
astrologer Caroline Casey, “it might be a 
cosmic conspiracy to get you to experi- 
ment.” Let's proceed as if that hypothesis 
were true, Taurus. Identify a place in your 
life where you're stuck, where everything 
you attempt meets with resistance, or 
where you don’t have the motivation you'd 
like to feel. Then brainstorm about an 
experiment you could do that would break 
ceyou out of the holding pattern. Proceed on 
the assumption that the universe will 
become friendlier and more helpful if you 
try an approach you've never used before: 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


What | hope you'll achieve in the coming 
_ days Is a state of mind like that described by 


_pONSORED ,, 


cist 
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BAAREE 
AVAILABLE AT 
JUPITER AND MEGATUNES snva 


Dan Linton, one of my readers. This is his 
report. “Last night | went to Wal-Mart with a 
friend who was returning some tools. | 
walked around the store while he was at the 
service desk. In the shampoo aisle an unusu- 
al man who looked like an Aborigine made 
extended eye contact with me. As he walked 
past he announced in a happy tone, ‘Your 
mind is empty.’ | was super excited and 
found my friend to tell him, ‘Isn't that an 
insult?’ he asked. ‘No,’ | said. The guy meant 
that my mind is clear, which is true. This is 
the first time in two years I've felt that my 
mind is free of shrunken expectations, limit- 
ing concepts, and emotional distortions.’” 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Normally you're inclined to massage prob- 
lems until they relax, not bash problems until 
they break. Your preference is to paint fuzzy, 
impressionistic pictures rather than creating 
crisp snapshots. Nevertheless, the astrologi- 
cal omens indicate that in the next two 
weeks, you should take an approach recom- 
mended by Winston Churchill: “If you have an 
important point to make, don't try to be subtle 
or clever. Use a pile driver. Hit the point once 
Then come back and hit it again. Then hit it a 
third time—a tremendous whack.” 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

| hesitate to be so blunt, but the fact of 
the matter is that right now God in on 
your side. This is true even if you're an 
atheist. Simply put, the Divine Wow is lis- 
tening to you more closely than She is to 
everyone else; She is more prone to slip- 
Ping you little gifts than all of Her other 
children; She is plotting to reveal more 
useful inside information to you than She 
has in a long time. Here's a tip to ensure 
you'll get the maximum benefit out of 


Dance, dance, feel it all around you 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vaeweekly.com 

ance music is all about sex. 

From ‘70s disco, to Hi-NRG in 

the ‘80s, to the rise of rave 
culture and the fractioning of techno 
genres in the ‘90s, it’s hard to imagine 
a dance song that isn’t about sex, at 
least a little bit. Nowadays, electro 
and nu-rave are no different—it’s all 
about gettin’ down and bumpin’ 
uglies. The secret is something that 
Barry White knew instinctively: lower 
frequencies mean lower inhibitions, 
and dance has bass in spades. 

Dan Werb, of Toronto’s Wood- 
hands, has a good handle on the sex- 
iness of dance music. Along with 
partner—uh, not that kind of partner— 
Paul Banwatt, Woodhands has devot- 
ed itself to facilitating dance floor 
dwellers in getting their freaks on by 
thinking about sex, singing about sex 
and having sex so that they can do 
the first two better. According to 
Werb, dance music's preoccupation 
with sex probably stems from the fact 
that they both deal with guttural reac- 
tions, instead of cerebral ones. 

“When [dance music] is good, it 
doesn’t hit your brain, it hits your 
groin. It’s an awesome way of 
expressing yourself because it bypass- 
es all that intellectual stuff,” Werb 
explains. “Our music is all about 
immediate emotions. It's about 
catharsis and really connecting imme- 
diately to what you're experiencing. 


WITH CHRISTIAN HANSEN & THEAUTISTICS, 
THEHUES 
JERVLL & HYDE, $10 


Our shows are celebrations. They're 
not downers—they confirm you're still 
alive, still a human being. It’s up- 
tempo and dance-y and fun.” 


WOODHANDS RAISES the fun level of 
its shows by playing instruments 
onstage—something that, in the past, 
electronic musicians were reluctant to 
do, whether because it added an ele- 
ment of uncertainty to the show or 


because they simply couldn't. ,,, 
Werb, laptop rockin’ isn’t bad, bu ;, 
just not for them. 

“During our shows we really > 
into each other and when we ee | 
into each other it makes the perform, 
ance an intimate experience. We ca, 
explore whatever we want becay- 
there's only two of us—we’ve be, 
able to form a relationship that’s ; 
keyed into each other,” he says. ' 
performer has a laptop iitaze. i it's 
like a black box thing—you don‘ 
know what is the laptop and what | 
the performer. They could be playing 
it right there with a synth patch on th. 
laptop, but you just don’t know. \, 
want our audience to know each so, 
is being sweated out right there. |; 
all about immediacy.” 

Being a group tagged with the “hi; 
ster” label—a label that often means =, 
audience standing around, arms folde; 
with maybe a bobbing head—wWood 
hands had to work to get its audienc; 
to react when the group started ou 
but nowadays everybody knows wh: 
to expect at one of its shows. 

“We used to get a lot of apologies 
people would come up to us after th: 
show and say, ‘Man, that was aw: 
some! I'm so sorry we didn’t dance 
Werb recounts, reflecting on the di! 
ference between then and now. "Ou 
hipsters dance. It’s hard for them to 
not dance at all now, we always seen 
to get them at one point.” w 


your goodies: use at least some of your 
fantastic luck to help people in need. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 -SEP 22) 

“On an average weekday,” wrote Saul 
Bellow, “the New York Times contains 
more information than any contemporary 
of Shakespeare’s would have acquired in 
a lifetime.” But religious writer F For- 
rester Church adds a caveat to that 
imposing thought. In his book Lifecraft: 
The Art of Meaning in the Everyday, he 
writes, “The Times is a fine paper. But for 
all its information, it only hints, and then 
only occasionally, at what Shakespeare 
knew so well: that the beauty of the bird, 
the symbol of the snake, the courage of 
the pilot and the wonder of human love 
will always be touched with mystery.” In 
accordance with your current omens, 
Virgo, | urge you to abstain from the New 
York Times’ specialty and seek out Shake- 
Speare-style soul food for thought. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 
“Where would the gardener be if there 
were no weeds?” asked ancient Chinese 
sage Chuang Tzu. To that | add: where 
would lawyers be without crimes? How 
would psychotherapists fare without neu- 
rotics? What would critics do without the 
stuff they love to diss? Now let's apply this 
line of thinking to you, Libra. What thing 
that you dislike also happens to be some- 
thing you need? What condition that you're 
opposed to is essential in constructing your 
identity? This is a good time to acknowl- 
oe the value of everything you oppose, 
ee with and fight against 

SCORPIO (CT 23-AOV 
a Poland Fish was an oceanographer 
who invented a new form of underwater 


sound detection for the navy. To perfect 
the technology, she spent years studying 
the sounds made by 300 different species 
that live in the sea. Her innovations 
allowed attack vessels to tell the differ- 
ence between enemy submarines and 
schools of fish, thereby avoiding assaults 
on the fish. She’s your role model for the 
coming week, Scorpio. May she inspire 
you to develop more foolproof methods 
for distinguishing between actual threats 
and the harmless influences that may 
superficially resemble them. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Here’s the first thing you need to know 
about the current state of your destiny: 
“Everything is blooming most recklessly; if 
it were voices instead of colours, there 
would be an unbelievable shrieking into 
the heart of the night.” That message 
comes to you from poet Rainer Maria Rilke. 
Here's the second piece of wisdom you 
should take with you everywhere you go. 
It's from Vladimir Nabokov: “For aren't you 
and | gods? Let all of life be an unfettered 
howl. Release life's rapture. Everything is 
blooming. Everything is flying. Everything is 
screaming. Laughter. Running.” 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Want to know a secret? | “predict” the 
present, not the future. In other words, | dis- 
cern unconscious patterns and invisible 
influences that are affecting you now. | also 
try to inspire you to read your own mind so 
as to uncover feelings that you've been hid- 
ing from yourself. So | can’t necessarily tell 
you what specific events will transpire in 
the coming days. But | do suspect the fol- 
lowing things are true, although you may 
not be aware of them yet: You are in the 
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midst of redefining what home means 
you. You've been neglecting a deep need 
that's a bit embarrassing to you. And:there 
a place in your foundation that's in disrepai 
and requires your attention. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

Opening for travel in 1926, Route 666 :an 
from Arizona through three other states. | 
became a problem for fundamentalis' 
Christians, who got obsessed with the ide 
that 666 is an evil number associated wt 
the devil. As their toxic delusions increas 
ingly poisoned America’s collective imag 
nation, there was a growing outcry {0 
rename the road. Finally, highway author 
ties gave in to the pressure and official 
banished 666, turning it into Route 191 in 
Arizona and Route 491 elsewhere. This 
an idiotically superstitious example of @ 
otherwise sound principle that actually ha 
merit: altering the name of a person 0 
thing can change the way it's perceived 
and possibly even transform its essential 
nature. | bring this up, Aquarius, becaus 
Now is an excellent time for you to use this 
principle to your advantage. What or who! 
would benefit from a renaming? 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Please don't get sidetracked by the pursu' 
of minor dreams that would give you trivial 
satisfaction. And please talk yourself out © 
going after ephemeral rewards that woul’ 
at best provide you with a false sense 0! 
accomplishment. Here's why this advice ': 
even more important than usual: you have 
an intense but limited amount of driving 
ambition available to you at the moment, So 
you've got to make sure you use it on ¢ 
project or projects that will still be mean 
ingful to you a year from now. w 


Legislature 
eK 


ele Café, 20125- 
month (1 (is 


spo aoe (SS30paT 


$e oc 


mole ey are ate Te . zie Nos 


stem “Nyor * Sun, Bat % tem) 


“MyO" 


one 


EARTH DAY | wwwearthday.ca 
SSacuee™ 


Moen Ul Ae 


Hudon sree aia am Ways to Pa a Bird 


Tel fetes 11211-142 
lus o Ir ~ 
eee sete cael 

it resentation by Harold Orr. Followel 

Y he Sola Eee) pee annual meeting * Tue, 
ie 15 (7pm) © 

FREE YOGA Lu! eee Athletica Kingsway securi- 

ty Sates 2 (471-1200) © All levels welcome, 
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BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 
ele ightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: 
Rotati shows with oe Bianca and Mz Vanity 
Fair in Stardust Lou ae a GoDiva on 
Donatella NEI in The Ee 
cea ere strip contest 


WestCoastBabyDaddy * 

with Mia Fellow, be hi WestCoast jaddy 

* Tue: Free pool and tourney, ae owchaser ° 

Wed: Hump day with 

whe es! contest with Mia Fe! freq midnight. DJ 

tCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! 

Oe ay Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
er before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, 

fea pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS ({EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 Street * A group of 
older gay men and their admirers who have common 
Social interests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most 
months for a social period, a short meeting and a 
(ue ‘speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper. 
>pecial interest tone meet foe other social activi- 
ties throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww,org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
fess mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * 2nd Wed every month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monte ca * Women’s Drop-In Racreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
36201 Wed (6-7:30pm) * Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 
11624-81 St; Mon (8pm bootcam, amedmon- 
mh ca ® Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 3414 
Gateway Blvd; sate 7pm); bawing@teamedon- 
ton.ca ® Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running med- 
monton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; 
Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30- 30pm); swimming@teamed- 
monton.ca * Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy paca 
Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wi 
Tecreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmon- 
tonca ® YOGA (Hatha): Free Lon's Breath Yous 


_ every Sun (2-3:30pm); yooa@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St 
(387-3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends 
a Upporters meet 2nd Thu each month 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


Uof ACampus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fi fed and quer {LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student. 

academic, oct it allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 


every month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta, cay 

LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-97! '5-9448/488-5768) © 

Providi idential er support to rane living 
with HIV * Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Pe Daily drop- 
in, peer counsel Ri 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) ¢ Program for HIV-AIDS 
vention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
ish and other African languages * 3rd and 4th 
im-5pm) every month # Free (member)/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm ® Recreational and 
Competes swimming with coaching, beginners 
rae mapa Socializing after prac- 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave « Su 
ing for parents, families and friends of | 
en rer ra ote ty a Bua 
every . ion phone Ruby al 


after 6pm, or ed! flagean 
PRIDE CENTRE OF Ll etal ah co Pa 


eng fp, sat Bo opm « U ° iter 


pe meet 


Seniors Drop-in: eat time for seniors aint all gen- 
with tea and snacks; ary Thu 
so oe al gl 
ul 
Ws Sah e )* yeu Movs Night: Fri (6pm) 


Suit Up an Up and how Up: AA big book ay fOup; 


ro lu ry is support and social ea 

r Sor) e-mail yuy@shaw.ca * Trans 
eal Group: A place to come and be 

ze rt and education for Transsexual, 
ransgendered, Intersexed, Two-Spirited and ques- 
tone inpaiaie st at any point in transition; 1st and 
3rd Sun every monn? ), www.albertatrans.org 
* Men nd ride: Men's pa and discus: 

sion ally 


Al pha 

Intersex ing. Education, Advocacy 

Stpport for eee ste a 2nd ue every 
pe 5 é teria ms 


and friends 
Fre e = (7pm) © Youth Theatre Pro 


Youth-led group op adores homoptotia through the- 
atre and a video every 

em projects ene ae 
. seal iF 


email Bre na 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 
1555) © People of all sexual orientations are ra 
come * pe a at (10am worship) 


jasper Ave (488-6557) * Oper 


5 woos ran» tusk Karaoke with Tizzy ‘and Patrick 


* Sat-Sun Pool Toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL Royal Alberta Museum, 
12845-102 aN ° raha oh films West Bank Story 
Ee nan PS), Cased) sna Shes 

(2) Ss Insel an Ss 
a avd 14A) © r. 13, and Tue, Apr, 15 # $40 
(pass for all S films) at TIX on the Square/$10 (indi- 
vidual shows, door on! mo 


CHANGING LIVES Royal Alberta Museum, 12845- 
102 Ave * noth Society for Children of AIDS 
fundraiser featuring Memeza Africa, the voices of 
Soweto * Thu, Apr. 17 (6:30pm) * $50 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * 


Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 
BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony 
Plain Rd (484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat 
(9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd © 
Tue (Spm) with Sonia/Prosound 

AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd 


CROWN 
ee © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that 
‘une 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-lam) 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Shaw 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) # Fri, 
Sat (8pm-midnight); Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) « 
Thu, Fri, Sat: Karaoke 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Rd 
489-1906) * Mon (8pm-12am): Karaoke * Tue/Thu 
Ipm and 2:15pm); Bingo 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) 
© Sat (10pm-2am): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 

LAMONT HOTEL « Last Fri every month (10pm- 

Zam): with ProSound Productions 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 

Gateway Blvd (431-5815) * Sun (8pm) With 

Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (Spm- 
late): with Chris 


MO0JO0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
998-7888) * Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
roductions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) # 
Thu, Fri, Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave * Sun (3-7pm) 


NIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Tue, Thu 
{(7pm-12am): with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) 
* Thu (9pm): Name that Tune 
ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « 


Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr Entertainment 
© Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with Guban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 a 1649) © Wed, 
Thu, Sin (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(988-5457) ¢ Sat (Spm): hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROSARIOS 1715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest 
running Karaoke bar; 7 a @ week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL « Downtown 
101 St(423-3499) © Mon-Sat (Spm); nsiatpn with 
faa ® Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1 

ne Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439- 
oe Tho: Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; 
ss ft (9pm-Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


MICHAEL HOTEL 1st Fri each month (Spm- 
oa with yeni rsond Productions 


SILVER MARTINI (0568-156 St * Every 2nd Sat 
(9pm-tam): with ProSound 


ND 
13710-104 St (472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight); Sat-Sun (1-Spmi 
THORSBY HOTEL + Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): with 
ProSound Productions 
TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Ad © Thu {?-30- 
11:30pm): with ProSound Pr 

anus pm 2 is in cameaiaiks 
seme ws sar (8 a0} 30am) 
X-WRECKS LOUNGE 5303-50 St » Wed (7:30- 
11:30pm); with Sonia/Prosound 


YESTERDAY'S 112- Be Cae Id Be A een 


eae I e Meee Thu 20pm 2am 


. 


Homo and happening in Calgary 


—— | TAMARA BORZALKA 
tam@vueweekly.com 


oleh lla 


It was last November when a bunch of 
my drag king friends from Calgary came 
up to the city to perform. The reaction 
from most Edmontonians they encoun- 
tered—myself included—was weird; 
pleased, but shocked that Cowtown 
could sustain such a large troupe of per- 
formers. | spent a long time trying to fig- 
ure out what was causing this response. 
We weren't accusing Calgary of being 
too homophobic to safely accommodate 
a gay scene, it just seemed shocking 
that there could be enough active queers 
to create a thriving community. 

Which is silly, of course. We know that 
the more mainstream and conservative a 
population, the larger the need for coun- 
terculture. Was it really so hard to find 
gay organizations and businesses in 
Alberta’s largest city? Since | was head- 
ing down there for Juno weekend to 
check out Tegan Quin in concert, now 
seemed as good a time as any to find out 
what's homo and happening in Calgary. 

if Cowtown had a gay area, my guide 
informed me, 17th Avenue would be it. 
The queer bars and businesses are most- 
ly concentrated in and around there, but 
are too spaced out to really call the 
neighbourhood identifiably queer. 

One of the stores | most enjoyed visit- 
ing there was Priape, an almost-35-year- 
old Canadian gay retail chain. With 
sister shops in Montréal, Toronto and 
Vancouver, the Alberta location was 
third to open, making its debut in 2004. 
The store offers adult DVDs, clothing 
and a lot of unique sex toys for gay 
men. There | encountered the biggest 
speculum I'm sure I'll ever see, measur- 
ing almost as long as my arm. They also 
have a ton of good quality and reason- 
ably priced leather products. Where else 
could one find a rainbow leather cod 
piece? They also had a dildo close to the 
size of a fire hydrant. | refuse to believe 
that anyone could fit that inside in part 
of their body. It must be for decoration, 
or so | will tell myself so that | can con- 
tinue sleeping at night. 

We asked the older gentlemen work- 
ing at Priape what they thought of Cal- 
gary’s queer scene. The men shrugged 
and smiled, saying they thought it was 
fine. It could always be bigger they said, 
but they were happy with its current 
state. One mentioned that he'd never 
had any problems with homophobic 
behaviour or vandalism towards the 
store, even with a very colourful display 
out front. He did note that it was the 
only business in the area that had a back 
door as well as a front entrance for any- 
one who still wasn’t comfortable enough 
to come in through the street. 

The clerks at Priape directed us to 
what they considered the female version 
of their store, a place just up the street 
called A Little More Interesting. The 
shop wasn't exactly what we had 
expected, as from what ! could tell it 
was for women of any sexual orientation 
in need of adult items. The style of the 
store made it the least sleazy sex shop | 

ever seen. The open, sparse showroom 
looked more like a design office, with 
occasional colourful vibrators through- 
out. Why so many adult toys seem to be 
made in the shape of a cuddly little 


worm or dolphin is something | doubt 1'll 
ever understand. | appreciated the 
stores tidy aesthetic along with the fact 
that they seemed to carry only well- 
made and high-end products instead of 
cluttered aisles of cheap merchandise. 


CALGARY'S VERSION of the Pride Cen- 
tre is a place called Outlink. My tour 
guide told me that the organization still 
needs a lot of work, as they are not yet 
at the point of holding large events or 
being the community resource that 
Edmonton is so lucky to have. This is 
probably more a case of Edmonton's 
being especially awesome rather than 
Calgary's version lacking. A quick look at 
their website does reveal a range of dif- 
ferent kinds of meetings and programs, 
but not a lot of parties or dances. 

Apollo, Friends In Sports is the south- 
ern City’s version of Team Edmonton, an 
organization dedicated to queer athletic 
pursuits. You might've heard about Alber- 
ta’s gay rodeo, the Canadian Rockies 
International Rodeo, put on annually by 
the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Associa- 
tion. The Imperial Sovereign Court of the 
Chinook Arch is Calgary's Imperial Court 
branch, a great fundraising group made" 
up primarily of drag performers. The Cal- 
gary chapter is now in its 32nd year. 

Cowtown had eight gay bars open at 
one time, but are down to five after 
three closed in the same year. | was able 
to visit Money Pennies for the first time, 
a wonderfully warm pub in a mildly 
sketchy area. So yeah, pretty much 
Prism, but 300 kilometres south 

The scandals and gossip surrounding 
Calgary's gay bar scene could warrant a 
whole column unto itself. The juicy stuff 
mostly comes attached to Twisted Ele- 
ment, Calgary's only remaining gay dance 
club. | received the full story from my 
guide who mentioned repeatedly that she 
had to remain anonymous since so marty 
members of Calgary's queer community 
have been banned and hassled by the 
establishment after speaking out against 
it. I'd rather not find out what a libel suit 
feels like, so get the story from your Cal- 
garian friends instead, 

Twisted, a huge, two-level space with 
tons of seating, multiple stages and a big 
dance floor, was fun. However, it’s hard to 
enjoy walking into a bar, especially a gen- 
der-mixed queer one, that has a sign out- 
side proclaiming a dress code in effect: no 
skirts, no heels. This only applies to 
straight girls, or women perceived to be 
straight, so queens and trans women are 
allowed, assuming they don't pass too we) 
of course, then they might get kicked out 
for confusing the bouncers. | was happy 
not to be charged (apparently | looked gay 
enough) since the bar has a policy to do 
everything possible to dissuade straight 
people from coming in. I've already talked 
about what happens when a gay bar dis- 
criminates, but the creeping, uncomfort- 
able feeling | experienced that night was 
that it was kind of nice to not see droves of 
fag hags around every comer. | don’t know 
what that means about me. 

Calgary's queer community Is doing a 
lot of things right and is similar to 
Edmonton's in a lot of ways. The only 
thing | did notice is that all the business 
are just a little bit more closeted than 
they are here: only the centre had a rain- 
bow flag prominently displayed out 
front. | like my cheery pride colours just 
alittle more readily displayed. w 
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"FF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHOME 426-1996. 


DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


AUDITIONS 


Actors/musicians needed for TV pilot 
14-17 year-old girls, black bass player, 
caucasian drummer and keyboard player. 
Auditions April 13, send resume and head shot to: 
drachenbergm|@shaw.ca 


DATING 


Eight Minute Date- Speed Dating for Singles: Sat 
April 12 at Jox’s Ages: 20-30, 30-40 & 40-50. Wed 
April 16 at The Gallery Bar Ages: 27-40 & 44-58. 
Register at 457-8535 or www.eightminutedate.ca 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed 
Must include professional attitude and desire to 
succeed, 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Are you interested in earning extra income? 
Setting your own hours? Being your own boss? 
Call now: 695-0220 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Looking for Avon representative. 
Contact Jackie at 695-0220 


«FOR SALE 


| have a AKC Registered English bulldog puppies for 


sale they are so sweet.playtull and good with other 


pets.you will not want to let her go so if you are inter- 


ested you can pls Email me 
lisa_copper001@yahoo.com 


Hide-A-Bed 
New $700.00 Good Cond. 
Eo $125.50 
-1596 


FRAMING 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel E.0., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15° Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 
garage bands, community halls, DJs. $1200 963-4984 


Upright piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 
fish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


Shipper/Receiver for Edmonton warehouse. Gr 12, lift 
45 kg, over 3 years exp, forklift, computer literacy. 
Competitive wage, benefits package. Resumes to 

info@lonepinepublishing.com or fax 433-9646, 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person, Ph 907-0570 


Sales Assistant F/T for Edmonton book publisher. $25 
to $32K, benefits. Microsoft Office required, Post-sec- 
ondary and sales experience an asset. Excellent writ- 
ing, phone, and oral communication skills. Resumes 
fax 433-9646 or email sales@lonepinepublishing.com 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar 

#nteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*PREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROAT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Night 12 Productions, in association with the 
Commercial Hotel, is in the early stages of developing 
a comedy television series for national audience. The 

series is titled “Dogs ‘n’ Snakes and Innocent Women.” 

The episodes are based on true life stories of the 

Blues on Whyte regulars and their adventures, misad- 

ventures, shenanigans and escapades in life and love 
We are looking for stories, creative teams members, 
actors and actresses, blues musicians and jammers 
Material can be dropped off at the front desk at the 
Commercial Hotel or mailed to Night 32 Productions, 
Box 342, 10654 Whyte Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 

T6E 2A7 or email to earthmm@telus.net 


Photographer seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces, Sitter will be repaid with free photographs 
(8x10,11x14), Contact Gerry contact@garmyyaum.com, 
www.gerryyaum.com 


Fringe production (Hamletmachine by Heiner Muller) 
1s looking for male and female actors for the 2008 
festival. For audition info please contact Alyssa 
Hudson @ 432-3747 


Musical director wanted for musical comedy for 
Edmonton Fringe produced by Maggots Inc. Contact 
Chris at 918-6644 or: wilasx@yahoo.am 


Looking for local artists to donate art for charity auc- 
tion for wwwrihuman.org for June. Please contact 
Jeannette ASAP jegan@ualberta.ce 


Call To Enter for The Works Art & Design Festival 1st 
Annual Chalk Art Contest. June 28-29, Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, Registration Forms at www.the- 
works.ab.ca. Mail registration forms to: Suite 200, 
10225-100 Ave Edmonton, AB, T5J OAT 
Deadline: May 15, 5 pm 


Call To Enter: The Works Art & Design “Smaller Than 
a Bread Box Exhibit” 3x3x6. any material. All entries 
will be exhibited during The Works Festival June 20- 
July 2. Applications at www.theworks.ab.ca; 
Deadline: May 15 


Edmonton's Next Gen is looking for local designers to 
present at its first Pecha night. For info on 
presentation guidelines or to submit an application 

email info@edmontonnextgen.com 


Metro Comedy Shorts is accepting short (max 5 min) 
films/videos for Apr. 26 screening of “Metro Comedy 
Shorts” at Metro Cinema. Submit any number of short 
works until Apr. 15. Settee cer Ae for 
info 


MUSICIANS 


Drummer/bass player wanted, infl: Black Label Society, 


Overkill, Exodus, Anthrax, Suicidal Tendencies. Must 
have wheels and no BS! Bleed Black Label Society, call 
Critter, 660-6923 


NOTICE: 
BE IT LEGALLY NOTICED; 

Edmund Bruce Hegerat will be operating automo- 
bile(s) on the public way under the property tag 
CDS v 010 pursuant to 1) the Common Law 2) The 
Pact of Peace and Cohabitation Agreement {PPCA) 
3) The Accord of Mutual Cooperation and Shared 
Endeavors (AMCSE) 4) The Rights of Man (ROM) 5) 
Judge Christenson’s Alberta Supreme Court com- 
ments of the 1950ies and lastly 6) unalienable 
rights of flesh bone blood living men and other 
intemational law, conventions and agreements. 
Edmund Bruce Hegerat bears the identifications of 
1) International Driving Permit (Dejure) SVN-001-EBH 
2) Certificate of Live Birth SVN-001 
3) Diplomatic Identity Card 582260-01A 
4) Internationally Protected Persons card 
5) Diplomatic Passport — SVNHBE001 
Driving competency reference for the flesh bone liv- 
ing man, using the public way over the last 50 
years is A139135. 

Interference of peaceable use of the public way by 
this flesh bone blood living man may-result in fees, 
fines, charges and penalties between $100 (ONE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS) to $1,000,000 (ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS) pursuant to the PPCA and AMCSE 


Criticisms, concems, complaints and communica- 
tions from flesh bone blood living men can be 
directed, by April 21, 2008, to: 

Re Public Notice, 11703-105 Avenue, Edmonton, 
AB, T6H OL 
Criticisms, concerns, complaints and communica- 
tions from fictions and artificial things can be 
directed, by April 21, 2008, to: 

Re Public Notice, P.O. Box 5463, Leduc, AB TSE 6L7 
Informal communications can be set, pursuant to 
the PPCA, to stillhere99@hotmail.com 


COLLECTIEL 
EICOMICIEHOW 


TOY, 


WAWIEPTOYSHOW!COM 


SUNDAY APRIL 20, 2008, 1AM TO SPM 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE SALON ‘C' 


ADMISSION $5 KIDS 12 AND UNDER FREE 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING A DONATION FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK 


Be Who Y 


Are. Do What You Lo 


*Audio Engineering & Production 


‘Classes start soon 
- $cholarship$ 


- Student Loans 


7 


; hone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri e E; 


ois 


fy 


mail rob@vueweekly. 


78 wweweemy 


APR 10 - APR 16, 2008 


CLASSIFIEDS 


com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


pon Tues at Noon « Print legibly on tines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or mark counts as one character « Allow one space following punctuation 


*Film & Music Business 


*Film & Digital Arts 
*Musie Production 
*3D Animation 


00.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 


Asexuals are nothing to be worried about, as you'll see 


AlTSEKC COLUMN 


fAR ANDREA: 

{have a friend who claims to be asexual. 
Although women (and occasionally men) 
have expressed romantic interest in him, 
ho never seems to want to pursue a phys- 
ical relationship, or any Kind of intimate 
yelationship at all. He says he's quite 
happy. !'m confused—surely everybody 
has some level of sexuality? Or is there 
really an asexual community out there 
who are happy to be untouched? What do 
you Know about this? 

(ave. A OK? 


OEAR A: 

Oh, lots. | wrote about asexuality a few 
years ago following a big cover story in 
New Scientist about it, in the course of 


MUSICIANS 


SS 
The Sardonic posium Heated 
Daren oa a Dave La nt 
Bow Rouge Lounge, 1011-117 St, Ae 10, 
ow pm $ 10/$8 if you mention Vue 


—————————————————— 
Upright mee looking to launch an beeperimienta 
rock project. Must be from Le 
mike_minty@yahoo. ae 


Wanted jammers; rock, country and old time for month- 
Randy 973 5593 or randyglen@jumpupdj.com 


Uptown Folk Club: Promotions and Finger Style 
-Guitar & Comedy Pb ea eat with Wendell 
Ferquson; Sat, Ape. 12 (1 at Rossdale Hall, 


ly jam. 


which | discovered that the movement's 
webmaster and spokesman, David Jay, 
was not only local to me but went to col- 
lege with a very close friend of mine and 
So is practically family. So | know every- 
thing about it! 

OK | don’t, but | can answer questions. 
Most people (barring those rarities like 
last week's “man with no testosterone”) 
may have “some level” of sexuality flicker- 
ing away in there somewhere, but if that 
flame is sufficiently dim or sufficiently 
unappealing to the flickeree, he or she 
may chose to ignore it altogether. Some, 
though, have searched their psyches and 
failed to detect even the faintest flicker of 
interest, and they may feel fine about that. 
It seems to me that the most reasonable 
feaction ta people who feel fine is to feel 
fine back, but asexuality remains kind of a 
hard sell. For whatever reason, many peo- 
ple—sexual people—find it hard to 
accept the idea that nobody is under any 
obligation either to feel desire or to act on 


10135-96 Ave; $10 (door); $20 (Fri concert and Sat 
workshop); info call 436-1554 


VOLUNTEER 


Committee looking for help with helping with inner 
city music and arts festival. Have fun and gain great 
experience! Website hotcms.com. Please call 758- 
9856 for more info 


The Foundation for Families in Transformation Board 
Members Recruiting / Infoline: 448-1180. Seeking 
hands-on board members (3 year term) to assist in 

establishing our future directions in helping 
families/individuals with challenging life transitions 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla ey at 422-6223 or pwagar@art- 
galleryalberta.com 


SCARS. 

Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 

scarscare.org 


The Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.the- 
supportnetwork.com or call 732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020. 


Prestige Massage 


12 lovely Ladies, two Asians 
Duos by appointment 


Www.prestigemassage.com 
8204 Coronet Rd 440-3643 


www.EurossageOnWhyte.com 


Beautiful Ladias - Jacuss/ - Movie Room 
Fireplace - ATH - Cash Only 


10143 - Whyte Ave 
(82 Avenue) 


we will fulfill all your Dreams & Desire 


(780) 434-0905 


Open 10am - } 1pm 7 days a week | 


it. Most of us are accustomed both to 
wanting sex and to wanting to want sex. 
How can people have no desire to feel 
desire: aren't they broken? Don’t they want 
to be fixed? Shouldn't they want to be 
fixed? If you take these sane, rational 
adults at their word, that word is no. 

As | was procrastinating answering your 
question a friend mentioned she knew an 
asexual woman who'd been interviewed 
about it on TV, which led me to this 
YouTube clip: youtube.com/watch?v=Cek- 
GOMUVU7g where you can see many of 
the asexuality movement's big names 
telling their stories and proudly proclaiming 
their lack of interest in getting in your 
pants. | can’t promise that this clip or any 
of the others available online is any better 
than any other 4.5 minutes given a serious 
but potentially salacious subject on a typi- 
cal TV magazine show. After the interviews 
the reporter turns to the camera and duti- 
fully chirps, “Of course, some experts doubt 
even the existence of asexuality!” Of 


Volunteers are needed for a U of A research study 


‘on the experiences of people who have been victim- 
ized by identity theft fier yrs), Contact’Dr. Jessica 
Van Vliet at 780-492-5894, E: ID TheftStudy@ualber- 
ta.ce 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www.freewebs.com/asiantouch 

695-3623 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 
442 0744 
Lc # 75505846-001 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautitut am amazing body, very busty 
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course they do! There are experts who will 
appear on these shows doubting the exis- 
tence of air if it gets them on TV. And then 
there's the odious sexologist Joy Davidson, 
who is wearing an awful lot of lipstick . 

Presenter: Can labelling oneself asexu- 
al become a self-fulfilling prophecy? 

Davidson: You might as well label 
yourself not curious, unadventurous, nar- 
row-minded, blind to possibilities ... 
That's what happens when you label 
yourself as ... sexually neutered 

Well, they didn’t label themselves that 
way, lady. You did. Davidson's insistence 
that people who don’t want to have sex 
must be in some way damaged reminds 
me, irritatingly, of another well-known 
sex therapist | heard claiming that Viagra 
and friends cause as much damage to a 
relationship as they repair, and that if you 
feally want to overcome erectile dysfunc- 
tion you have to see a therapist. But 
Davidson is meaner. 

So, yes, your friend is probably 
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telling the truth, and yes, there is such 
a community of “out” asexuals, albeif™ 
largely online but there's no shame in 
that. The one thing you're wrong about 
is the supposition that such people 
eschew intimacy of any sort. There are 
folks like that, of course, but we'd do 
better to call them “hermits.” Asexuals 
have intense friendships and even 
romantic relationships. They identify, in 
Many Cases, as straight or gay, although 
it's hard not to imagine an asexual les- 
bian, for instance, as someone who's 
particularly interested in not having sex 
with women and you can get a little 
woozy thinking that way. 

| do have to admit wondering whether 
asexuals like David Jay could possibly be 
having as much “fun” as they routinely 
claim. “We're having too much fun to 
have sex!” How much fun does anyone 
have, really, who isn’t, say, a professional 
skateboarder or a four-year-old? 
LOVE, ANDREA 


*° SUS MEFESAR SS cesinesescoesccs y 
e nn REE e 
e e,. 
i wage of FR = ° 
e ° 
ex 4 el e 
33 gitls! Caigary 403-313- 33ll: = 
| _% i % Nighi iq, Other cities 1- 877- 834- 4044 ¢ 

pS aR, Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to. 96669 i 
ez 3 e 
es ’ ° 
780-665-6565 5 


1-900-561-5555 s2s/somin * 


ae FREE 


St 1-900-451-3333 s20nmn 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


164. No liability, Restyictions apply. 


Try Cruiseline Text for free. 


Text “xtra” to SFREE ~ veww.crutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


WUEWEEKIY 


cavalera conspiracy 
inflikted 
ase. 


IN CONCERT Pes . "IN CONCERT Op, 
JUNE 13 @ EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE = ' APRIL 17 © THE STARLITE ROOM Our 


yh este ag lk From the hit singie “Too Much, Too Young, Too Fast" to 
f 88 s oO . . 
Many said it would never happen but Max & Iggor Cavalera theflét-punning title track, Runnin’ Wid is anveee ; 


(the Brazilian brothers and visionaries behind Sepultura) booze-and-sweat soaked rock ‘n’ roll that's simply 
have reunited to make electrifying music again! ultimate soundtrack to the biggest all-night rock pi 


C= 


| 
$1439 | 
or less* | 
4 


eaten eel 


listen to this at 


WO yIGuUsUINOqse MAM 


ROADRUNNER listen to this at 


Se A Dr 


REE yy CO 


The new project from Billy Howerdel, former 7 
songwriter/guitarist/producer of alt-rock giants A Perfect Circle. 
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